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THE AUTHOR AND THE BOOKLET

DR. PETER ]. DOESWYCK, a convert from the Roman
Catholic Priesthood, needs no introduction to Protestants.
For many years he has lectured in Protestant churches,
city auditoriums and over the radio. As a student of the
Scriptures and of Patrology, he usually speaks on the
history of various doctrines.

As the Knights of Columbus are using our daily news-
papers for religious controversies, a Protestant certainly
has the right to defend his faith within the four walls
of a Protestant church.

For months and years the priests of the Diocese of
La Crosse, Wisc., and others have been taking notes of
Dr. Doeswyck’s lectures and have come out with “A
Reply,” edited and mimeographed by the Serra Club of
Eau Claire, Wisc. This booklet is an answer to their
criticism.

Dr. Doeswyck would rather have published his lec-
tures, or his many manuscripts on the origin of Roman
Catholic doctrine and practices, than an answer to a
criticism of certain parts of his lectures. However, as
the Catholic Reply not only attacks his character, but
also that of some of the most prominent ministers who
have sponsored him, he thought it necessary to answer
the charges for the sake of all concerned.

Knights of Christ, Inc.
Box 1651
Long Beach, Calif.




















































consent). In my talks I merely repeated what a priest “in good
standing” had written to me. I will no longer mention the
incident, but every priest knows such practices are common
and according to canon law.

To compare the sale of masses with Protestant offerings is
apparently an act of desperation. A free-will offering is not re-
lated to salvation. “You have been saved by grace through faith,
and that not of yourselves, it is a gift of God” (Eph. 2:8).

When priests began to be paid for “crucifying Christ,” they
wanted to say Mass every day. This not only led to Daily
Masses, but to abbreviated Masses or Low Masses, and by the
13th century the first “Missals” were composed, and standarized
after the Reformation (1570).

“Concelebration was in the early Middle Ages replaced by
separate private celebrations. No doubt the custom of offering
each Mass for a special intention helped to bring about this
CHANGE...The custom of the intention further led to Mass
being said every day by each priest” (Cath. Enc., vol. 9, p. 797).

“Low Mass might lead people to think it is the primitive form;
on the contrary, it is a late abridgement . . . Low Mass became
necessary when celebrations were so multiplied that every priest
said Mass once a day . . . It was Low Mass that caused the
compilation of missals . . . From the 13th century it (the Missal)
rapidly becomes the only book used” (Father Fortescue, The
Mass, p. 185-190).

EXTREME UNCTION

Extreme Unction is not a prayer of faith for “any sick,” but a
Western Sacrament for the “dying only.” It was still unknown to
Bishop Gregory of Bergamo (12th cent.), but in the 13th century
this new sacrament was made “accessible only to the rich”
(Cath. Enc., vol. 5, p. 717).

PURGATORY

The name “Purgatory” (Purgatorium), a place distinct from
Heaven and Hell, appears for the first time in the 13th century.
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Pope Innocent 1V invented it, Thomas Aquinas expounded it, but
the Greeks rejected it. When the Greeks in Italy and Albania also
refused to accept the new name of “Purgatory,” Innocent wrote
in 1243 to Cardinal Otto: “Because they (the Greeks) say that a
place for such a purgation has not been indicated to them by
their Doctors by a fixed and special name, we decree that for the
future it shall be known to them by this name (of Purgatory)”
(Innocent 1V, Ep. 10, chapt. 23; Mansi, vol. 23, p. 582).

The subject of Purgatory is too lengthy, and for brevity’s sake
we shall quote only a few statements by Roman Catholic scholars.
It is true that some of the minor Fathers, influenced by paganism,
believed in some kind of “cleansing fires” in the hereafter, but
they were contradicted by other Fathers, and none of them
believed in the Purgatory of the Roman Catholic Church.

The Roman Catholic Purgatory presupposes a Particular Judg-
ment immediately after the death of each individual. After the
General Judgment, Purgatory will cease to exist. The early
Church of Rome and Africa (including Augustine and Pope
Gregory) did not believe in a Private Judgment; neither does the
Greek Orthodox Church of today.

Less than 200 years before the Reformation, Pope John XXII
still denied the existence of a Particular Judgment and conse-
quently that of Purgatory, by teaching that all souls departed
sleep till the Day of Resurrection. “A number of theologians
maintained the opinion that until the resurrection the just do not
enjoy the intuitive or facial vision of God . . . Pope John XXII
(1316-1334) at Avignon, as a private theologian, seems to have
supported this view” (Cath. Enc., vol. 8, p. 551).

To save Papal infallibility (invented in 1870), Pope John is
conveniently bisected into a theologian and a pope, as if out of
one corner of his mouth he upheld the infallible teachings of his
church, while out of the other corner he denied them “as a
private theologian.” When Roman scholars misquote some of the
Fathers in favor of Purgatory, they always forget to mention that
they are quoting opinions of private theologians.

Every prayer of the Requiem Mass and Funeral Mass denies
the existence of Purgatory. The souls “rest” till the Last Judg-
ment, and the priest beseeches God to spare the soul the pains
of Hell. “Those who have opposed the doctrines of Purgatory,”
comments the Catholic Encyclopedia, “have confessed that
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