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F o r e w o r d
Free m a so n ry, s in cerely  e n te red  in to, is a sea rch  fo r  ligh t . A n y  

k n owle dge a ble  M a so n  ca n tell yo u  this. Ye t ,  benea t h  the s u rface 
o f  this sea rch  fo r  lig h t , t here is m u ch  m ore. T h is  tru th is s eldo m  
re a lized  by the M a s o n ic  ca n did a te. A s  a m a t ter o f  fac t, t he va s t 
m ajority o f  M a s o n ic  seeker s  a re n eve r  aw a re that t here is  a n yt h in g 
m ore ava ila b le  to t hem in M a s o n ry, b eyo n d  wh a t  t h ey see a n d hea r  
in t h eir  Blu e Lo d ge  exp e rie n ce .  Q u ite  n a t u r ally, t h ey set tle fo r  that.

Ye t  the ve ry  rich nes s  o f  m ea n in g in the wo r d  “ lig h t”  s ho uld  tell 
us that in t he lig h t  t h ey seek t here s ho uld  be truth —  a n swer s  to 
deep  q u es tio n s . T h e r e  s ho uld  co m e revela tio n s  o f  the m e a n in g o f  
life ,  deat h a nd eter n al t hings.

Ve ry  fe w  M a s o n s  r e a lize  t his a nd press  on  t h ro ugh  the d egree s  
a n d offic e s  o f  M a s o n ry a nd the w ritin gs  o f  the M a s o n ic  p h ilo s o-
p hers  in an u n en ding sea rch  fo r  e n lig h te n m e n t  —  fo r  in tellec t u al 
a n d s pirit u al fu lfillm e n t .

O n ly a s m all n u m ber m a ke that ex t r a  co m m it m e n t  that goe s  fa r  
b eyo n d  social a n d b u sines s m otiva tio n s .  T h ey  con tin u e to  wor k ,  
s t u dy, seek  a n d lea r n , clim b in g t he m ou n tain  o f  M a s o n ic  k n owl-
e dge, sea rc hing fo r  that lig h t  in all its fu lln es s .

J im S h aw wa s  s uch a m a n . H e wa s not s a tisfied  wit h  social 
fu lfillm e n t  o r  s u rfa ce k n owle d ge; he sen sed t he deep er , t r ue 
m ea nin g o f  that p ro m is e d  lig h t  a nd he sough t  it wit h  a ll his heart, 
min d a n d s trength . His  a rden t q u es t  c a r ried  him t h ro ugh  all the 
ch air s o f  le a der s hip  in the Blu e Lo d g e  a nd t he Scot tis h  Rite ,  all t he 
w a y to the Ho u se o f  t he Te m p le  in Wa s h in gto n , D .  C. to  t he 
“ T h ir ty-T h ir d  a n d La s t  D eg r e e”  a n d the positio n  o f  S ove r eig n  
Gr a n d In s pec tor  Ge n er al,  K n ig h t  Co m m a n d er  o f  t he Ho u s e o f  the 
Te m p le  o f  Solo m o n . T h e r e ,  at the top  o f  the M a s o n ic  m ou n tain , he 
b roke t h ro ugh  the clo u d s  at last a nd fo u n d t he fu ll r evela tio n ,  t he 
tr ue m ea nin g o f  ligh t  a nd life .  T h is  is his  s tory. C o m e  a nd m a ke that 
p ilg r im a ge  to Tr u t h  wit h  him .

Tom C .  McKenney
M a h o n ,  Ke n tuck y



1 On my own
M y  m ot h er  m a r ried  fo r  t he s eco n d  tim e w h e n  I w a s  t w o  yea r s  old .  

I was, o f  co u r se, too  yo u n g to u n der sta n d that m y fa t h er  h ad 
deser ted  us w h e n  I wa s  o n ly a fe w  mon t h s  old .  I h ave n eve r  seen 
him.

A s  tim e p a s sed, m y s tepfa t h er  d evelo p e d  a g r o w i n g  d is lik e  fo r  
m e that I a ccep ted  as n or m al, h avin g n o k n owle d ge  o r  ex p e rie n ce  
against w h ic h  to j u d ge  life .  H e  r e a lly love d  m y m ot h er , I t hin k, in 
his ow n  im p e rfec t  w ay. B u t his rese n t m en t o f  m e crea ted  p roble m s  
fo r  her alm os t  fro m  t he start.

M y C h ris tia n  gr a n d m ot h er  wa s  a b elove d  a nd p ow e rfu l in flu -
e n ce in m y life .  S h e love d  m e. O u r  m u t u al love  a n d her o bvio u s  
dislike o f  m y s tepfa t h er  con trib u ted  to his eve r -in c re a s in g h a tred 
and rejec tio n  o f  m e.

H ow eve r  m y o rigin ,  m y gr a n d m ot h er  a nd o u r  love  fo r  on e 
a n ot h er im p a cted  on  m y p roble m s  at h o m e, t h ese took  a gia n t  
le a p  fo r  t he wo r s e  wit h  t he bir t h  o f  m y lit tle  h alf-sis ter. It  w a s  o n ly 
natural that m y s tepfa t h er  w o u ld  fa vo r  her, w h ic h  he d efin it ely and 
o bvio u s ly did . I f  t here wa s  a n yt h in g re m ain in g o f  o u r  fa t h er-son  
rela tion s hip , it va nis h ed  wit h  h er  co m in g.

Aft e r  m y lit tle  sis ter, t h ree b oys  w e r e  b o m . Wit h  the co m in g o f  
eac h  o n e, m y s tepfa t h er’ s life  w a s  in c re a sin gly f u lfille d  wit h  his 
ow n  b a bie s . Sim u lt a n eo u sly, I g r ew  old e r ,  lo s in g a ny “ lit tle  b oy”  
a dva n tage wit h  w h ic h  I m ay h ave begu n  o u r  rela tion s h ip . I ju s t  
beca m e, o bvio u s ly a n d co m p le t ely ,  an u nwa n ted, a dole sce n t  u gly 
d u cklin g, an e n tir ely u n welco m e co m plic a tio n  in his ho m e.
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W o r k  b e g i n s  e a r l y

Un plea s a n t as all t his wa s fo r  m e, I a ccep ted  it. I had n eve r  k n ow n  
a n yt h ing els e .  A n d  I w a s  b u sy. M y  s tepfa t h er  had d ecree d  I m u st 
wor k  a n d s u ppor t m ys elf.  S o  I did , b egin n in g wit h  m y fir s t  n ew s -
p a per  rou te at a ge  five .  Soo n  I wa s  b u yin g a ll m y ow n  clot h es , 
book s  a n d s c h ool s u p plies .

D u ring ele m e n t a ry s c h ool I had a n ew s p a p er  rou te w h ic h  I d e li-
ve re d  e a rly in t he m or n in g b efo r e  goin g  to s c h ool a nd a seco n d  jo b  
wo r k in g in t he n eig h b or h ood  d r u gs tore afte r  s c h ool. In the e v e -
nings  I w a lk e d ,  d oin g m y p a per  rou te collec tio n s ,  a n d s ellin g ext r a  
p a per s up a n d d ow n  the s treets. I kep t up wit h  m y s c h ool wor k ,  
wor k e d  at m y jo b s  a nd s t ayed ou t o f  t ro u ble —  exce p t  at ho m e.

L i v i n g  w i t h  p h y s i c a l  a b u s e

T h in gs  r e a lly d id n ’ t see m  s o bad. I ju s t d id  wh a t I had to d o  and 
t hough t m y life  wa s  fa ir ly  n or m al— exce p t  fo r  o n e t hing. T h e  
bea tings  I too k  fro m  m y s tepfa t h er  d id n ’ t see m  n or m al to m e. T h ey  
were freq u e n t , w h e n eve r  he co u ld  fin d  the sligh te s t  exc u s e— a n d 
t h ey w e r e  n ot h in g lik e the lovin g  c h a s te n in g a go d ly  fa t h er  s ho uld 
g iv e  his c h ild .  T h ey  w e r e  bea tings . B u t I took  t hem, not s eein g a ny 
alte r n a tive, a n d m a de t he bes t o f  t hings . I co u ld  c li n g  to the b e lie f 
that m y m ot h er  a n d gr a n d m ot h er  love d  m e. T h is  wa s  m y life  
t h rough  the age  o f  12.

T h e  b e a t i n g s  c o m e  t o  a n  e n d

I wa s 13 t he d ay I s aw m y s tepfa t h er  hit m y m ot h er  wit h  his fis t . 
I d id n 't  t a ke tim e to t h in k . I ju s t  rea cted  in a r eflex  b uilt w a y d ow n  
d eep  in side m y ve ry  natu re. I j u m p e d  him , p u lled  him a w a y fro m  
her, and a w ild  fig h t  fo llow e d .  Alt h o u g h  he wa s  m uch la rge r  than 
I, and I w a s  o n ly  a boy, I fo u g h t  wit h  the fu ry o f  a son re sc u in g his 
b elove d  m ot h er , a nd wit h  t he pen t-u p  a n ger  o f  a life t im e  o f  
p hysical a n d e m otio n a l ab u se. I fo u g h t  h im  to the floo r .  H e go t  up 
a nd left  t he hou se. Alt h o u g h  I d id n ’ t r e a lize  it, this part o f  m y life  
h ad co m e to an e n d.

" Y o u  m u s t  g o "

T h e  n ext afte r n oo n , w h e n  I c a m e h o m e fro m  wo r k in g at t he 
d r u gs tore, m y m ot h er  wa s  w a itin g fo r  m e in the fro n t  ya rd . S he wa s
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cryin g. S h e s top ped  m e s hort o f  the hou se a n d s aid, “ J im m ie, J oe 
s ays yo u  m u st p ack up a n d le ave. H e s ays he c a n ’ t s tand h avin g yo u  
arou n d h ere a n y m ore, a n d yo u  m u st g o .  ”

She wa s  c h o kin g on  the wor d s . A n d  as the re a lity o f  wh a t I w a s  
hea ring c a m e in to foc u s  in m y min d , w ee p in g rose up wit h in  m e 
and s pilled  ove r .  W e  wep t  t here, s t a n ding in the fron t ya rd , but this 
wa s so m et h in g w e  bot h  had to fa ce. S h e n ow  h ad fo u r  yo u n ge r  
c hild ren  besid es  m e a n d a life  s he h ad to  live .

T h e  s e e d  i s  p l a n t e d

A s  I s ho u ldered  m y s c h ool boo k s  and wh a t lit tle  clo t h in g I had, 
m y m ot h er we n t  on  to  say, “ N ow ,  J im mie, I wa n t  yo u  to ge t  a roo m  
near yo u r  wor k ; a n d sin ce yo u  h ave been  s u p por ting yo u r s elf 
a n yw ay, m ayb e it w o n ’ t be too  d iffic u lt  fo r  yo u . J im mie, I wa n t  yo u  
to try to  be a m a n. T r y  to  be lik e yo u r  U n cle  Irvin  (h e r  b ro t h e r); he 
is a goo d  m a n a nd a M a s o n . H e  goe s  to ch u rch a nd is go o d  to his 
fa m ily a n d if  yo u  ge t  to  k n ow him bet ter  m ayb e yo u  ca n  g r ow  up 
to be a goo d  m a n a nd a M a s o n  lik e he is . ”

M y  m ot h er  k n ew n ot h in g o f  wh a t F ree m a so n ry is but s he k n ew 
her b rot h er  as a  h a r d -wor kin g, c h u rc h -goin g, goo d  m a n.

M y  s tepfa t h er  h ad fo r b id d e n  that a n yo n e in o u r  fa m ily  a t ten d 
ch urch s e rvice s ,  s ayin g that all the p eo p le  in the ch u rc hes  w e r e  
hypocrites . I b e lieve  that t he fa c t  that U n cle  Irvin  w a s  an a c tive  
m e m ber  o f  the Met h odis t  C h u rc h  w a s  the m ain  rea son  m y m ot h er  
looked  up to him . S h e wa n ted  m e to be lik e  him. T h e  seed  that 
wo uld  la ter  ger m in a te, s p rin g up, a nd g r ow  to fu ll fr u it  in a rden t 
co m mit m e n t  to F ree m a so n ry, t a kin g m e to its h ig h  levels  o f  s e rvice  
a nd lea der s hip , wa s  pla n ted.

Alt h o u g h  I d id n ’ t r e a lize  it t hen, t he co u r se o f  m uch o f  m y life  
alrea dy wa s  set. Bu t I w o u ld n ’ t ju s t  b eco m e a goo d  M a so n  lik e  m y 
U n cle Irvin ; I wo u ld  g o  fa r  b eyo n d  him  in t he C r aft ,  fa r, fa r  b eyo n d  
him, fo r  it wo u ld  b eco m e t he ce n te r  o f  k n owle d ge ,  wis d o m  and 
religio u s  fu lfillm e n t  in m y life .

M y  life  wo u ld  co m e to  be b uilt  a rou n d m y search fo r  ligh t  a n d the 
fellow s h ip  I fo u n d in the M a s o n ic  O r d e r  a n d its va rio u s  bodie s .

A s  w e  s tood t here in the fro n t  ya rd  that p ivo t a l,  p ainfu l d ay s he 
we n t o n  to a dvis e m e. “ S t ay ou t o f  p ool roo m s , ” s he s aid, a n d I 
a lw ays  h ave. “ D o n ’ t s m oke ciga re t te s ,  ” s he s aid, a nd I n eve r  h ave.
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S h e a d ded, “ I f  yo u  m u st s m oke, s m oke ciga r s  lik e  yo u r  U n cle  
Irvin ; ” a n d fo r  m a n y yea r s  o f  m y life ,  I did .

A s  s he s poke, I bega n  to  r e a lize  t he e n o r m ity o f  wh a t wa s  
h a p pe ning. Wit h  t his re a liza tio n  g r o w i n g  wit h in  m e a nd blin ded  
wit h  tear s, I reac h ed ou t to her, h u gged  her, t u rned a n d w a lk e d  
aw ay. A s  I took  eac h  s tep up the s treet a n d a w a y fro m  m ot h er , t he 
weig h t  o f  the wo rld  a n d o f  an u n k now n  fu t u re set tled  d ow n  on  m y 
1 3-yea r-old  s houlder s .

I wa s on  m y ow n .



2 In search 
of a  

f u t u r e
T h e fir s t  t h ing I h ad to d o afte r  le a vin g h o m e a n d m y m ot h er  —  

n ow on  m y ow n  fo r  t he fir s t  tim e in m y life  —  wa s  to fin d  a pla ce 
to live .  Mo t h e r  h ad s u gge s ted  that I fin d  a roo m  nea r m y wor k  a n d 
I did, at a roo m in g hou se ju s t d ow n  t he s t reet fro m  the d r u gs tore. 
T h e  ow n e r  o f  the d r u gs tore g a ve  m e lo n ge r  hours to  wo r k  so that 
I co u ld  g ive  up the p a per  rou te. I bega n  to  adju st to m y n ew life .

Wor k in g in the d r u gs tore, goin g  to s c h ool a n d s t u dying fille d  m y 
d ays a n d nigh t s . B u t I wa s  a ble  to k eep  up wit h  m y s c h ool wor k  and 
in this w a y fin is h ed  ele m e n t a ry s c h ool a n d hig h  s c h ool,  in clu din g 
fo u r  yea r s  o f  R O T C 1.

D u rin g t hose fir s t  yea r s  on  m y ow n , m y gr a n d m ot h er  wa s eve n  
m ore im port a n t in m y life .  S h e wa s a real rock  o f  s t a bility a nd 
s u pport and w e  b eca m e ve ry  clos e.

She t ried  to  ge t  U n cle  Irvin  to t a ke m e  pla ce s  a nd s pen d tim e wit h  
m e beca u se s he k n ew I h ad n eve r  k n ow n  a fa t her. S he wa n ted  him  
to help  fill  that void  in this g r o w i n g  b o y ’ s r ela tively e m p ty life  a n d 
I ve ry m u ch  wa n ted  that. Bu t h e w a s  too b u sy —  a lw ays  too  b u sy 
—  wit h  his M a s o n ic  Lo d g e  a c tivitie s ,  his  wor k  at the pos t o ffic e  
a nd his ow n  fa m ily.

13
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Mot h e r  h ad set him  up as m y fa t h er  fig u re  a nd role  m od el,  a n d 
I r e a lly w a n ted  to k n ow him ; but he wa s  too b u sy.

A l o n e  a g a i n

Aft e r  h igh  s c h ool gra d u a tion , wit h  the e n co u r age m e n t  a nd fin a n -
cia l s u ppor t o f  m y gr a n d m ot h er , I bega n  the s t u dy o f  law. In t hose 
d ays  it wa s  pos s ib le  to e n te r  t he s t u dy o f  la w d irec tly ou t o f  high  
sc h ool,  ear n  the L L B 2 d egree  fro m  the s tate u n iver sity a nd t ake the 
bar exa m in a tio n . Bu t afte r  o n ly  o n e ye a r  m y gr a n d m ot h er  died  a nd 
I wa s fo r ce d  to  d rop  ou t o f  law s c h ool.  M y  w o rld  s u d de nly beca m e 
m uch m ore  e m p ty. M y  o n e real frie n d  a nd s u p por te r  on  earth wa s  
go n e. I wa s  a lo n e again .

B o n n i e  e n t e r s  m y  l i f e

But m y wor k  kept m e b u sy, a nd I got  an a d dition al jo b  that 
s u m mer, h o pin g that m ayb e I co u ld  ea rn  e n o u gh  m o n ey fo r  a not h er 
ye a r  o f  la w s c h ool.  By this tim e I wa s  d efin it e ly  in teres ted  in girls  
a n d, alt h o u gh  t h ere wa s  p recio u s  lit tle  tim e fo r  t h em, I bega n  to 
m eet so m e a n d get  to  k n ow t hem. Th a t  s u m m er  I m et Bo n n ie  and 
alm os t eve ry t h in g in m y life  c h a n ged! It wa s  a not h er  t u r ning poin t. 
B u t, as u s u al, I d id n ’ t r e a lize  it at t he tim e.

Bo n n ie  wa s  wo n d e rfu l.  S h e s ee m ed  to ret u rn this sen time n t a n d 
her fa m ily  lik e d  a nd a p p rove d  o f  m e. Th in gs  d evelo p e d  q u ic k ly,  
w e  d ecid e d  to  m a r ry and soon  did . Sin ce m y seco n d  jo b  (in  hopes  
o f  a not her  ye a r  o f  la w s c h ool) wa s  in a res ta u ra nt a n d I w a s  lea r ning 
a goo d  deal a bo u t  t he res ta u ra nt b u siness , B o n n ie’ s fa m ily  s ug-
ges ted  that w e  g o  in to that b u siness . T h ey  len t us t he m o n ey to b uy 
a pla ce that wa s  fo r  s ale. W e  cle a n ed , p ain ted  a nd decor a ted  it 
n icely a n d w e r e  soon  d oin g a goo d  b u sines s. W e  we re  e n joyin g the 
wor k , p ro s p e rin g a nd w e r e  q u ite h a p py wit h  it all,  a nd wit h  each 
ot her. L ife  wa s  goo d .

L a w  s c h ool wa s  dis a p pe a ring on  the roa d be hin d  m e n ow. T h e  
path o f  m y life  h ad t a ken a per m a n en t turn in a not h er  direc tio n .

M y  f i r s t  e x p e r i e n c e  

o f  f r a t e r n a l  o r d e r s

O n e d ay a m a n w h o  wa s e a tin g in o u r  res ta u ra nt a s ked to see me. 
I we n t ove r  to the side t a ble w h ere  he wa s  sea ted and a s ked him
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wh at he wa n ted . H e  s aid he wa s  a rep re se n t a tive o f  the Loy a l O r d e r  
o f  the M oo s e  a nd that I h ad bee n  s elec ted  to be a m e m ber . H e a ls o 
said that it wo u ld  p rovid e  im port a n t socia l a n d b u sines s con tact s  
and wo u ld  be goo d  fo r  m y resta u ra nt b u siness .

It sou n ded goo d  to m e a n d b efo r e  lo n g I wa s  a m e m ber . A t  the 
s a me tim e, Bo n n ie  join e d  the W o m e n  o f  the M oo s e .  It w a s  the 
b egin n in g o f  ou r a c tive  in volve m e n t  in fr a ter n al or der s  a n d I had 
not the sligh tes t idea  o f  w h e re  it wo u ld  eve n t u a lly t a ke m e.

T h e M oo s e  Lo d g e  wa s  q u ite d iffe r e n t  fro m  the M a s o n ic  or der s  
I wo u ld  la ter  k n ow s o w ell.  F o r  o n e t h ing, the M oo s e  m ee tin gs  
were  q u ite s hort. O u r  lo d ge  m et u pstairs ove r  a lu n c h room  a n d bar. 
W h e n  the r ela tively s hort m ee tin gs  we re  ove r ,  n ea rly eve ryo n e  
we n t  dow n s t air s  to  the b ar w h ere t hings  con tin u ed  fo r  a m uch 
lo n ge r  tim e (s o m e tim e s  it alm os t s ee m ed  that t his w a s  t he real 
rea son fo r  m ee tin g).

S till,  I d id n ’ t a t ten d the M oo s e  m ee tin gs  ve ry ofte n  u n til I wa s  
a p p roac hed abou t b ein g an offic e r .  N o w ,  fo r  the b oy w h o h ad n eve r  
felt  accep ted  a nd had n eve r  been  an o ffic e r  in a nyt h ing, t his  wa s  
p ret ty h ea dy s t uff; I im m e dia tely accep ted , n ece s s a rily b eco m in g 
m uch m ore a c tive .

T h e lu n c h room  u n der the Lo d g e  H all b elo n ge d  to the Lo d ge .  T h e  
m a n w h o oper a ted  the b u sines s h ad to p ay no ren t, n or  did  he h ave 
a ny u tility cos t s , w h ic h  m a de his b ris k b u siness  eve n  m ore p rofit -
a ble. H e wa s  a m e m b er  o f  the Lo d g e  a n d I e n vie d  his a dva n t age in 
b u siness, co m p a red  wit h  m y ow n  sit u a tion.

M o t h e r s  l a s t  g o o d b y e

In all t he tim e that Bo n n ie  a n d I h a d oper a ted  the resta u ra nt, 
U n cle Irvin  h ad n eve r  been  t here, s o I wa s  s u rprised o n e d ay to see 
him  co m in g in. H e  s aid that m y gr a n dfa t h er  wa s  o u t side in the ca r  
but d id n ’ t fe el w ell e n o u gh  to  co m e in side. I we n t ou t to t he c a r  to 
see him a n d co u ld  see at a gla n ce  that gr a n dfa t h er  wa s  ve ry,  ve ry 
sick  and we a k . W e  vis ited  b r iefly  a nd then U n cle  Irvin  d rove  aw ay. 
It was t he last tim e I s aw gr a n dfa t h er  a live ; he d ie d  the fo llo w i n g  
week .

A t  his fu n er al, I n o ticed  that m ot h er  did  not loo k  w ell at a ll.  S h e 
a ppea red p ale  a nd we a k , s t r u gglin g, it s ee m ed , ju s t to sit up. I had
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n eve r  seen  her loo k  so ill,  but I t hough t it w a s  ju s t the p ain  a n d stress 
o f  lo s in g her fa t her. I d id n ’ t fe el fr ee  to s tay ve ry  clo s e  to her, since 
m y s tepfa t h er  wa s  t here. B u t I co m fo r te d  her as best I co u ld  and, 
as w e  p a r ted, s he told  m e goo d b ye .  H o w  co u ld  I h ave s u s pected 
that it wa s  her last goo d b ye ?  T h e  fo llo w i n g  wee k  s he died , a n d the 
fo llo w i n g  Sa t u rd ay, ex a c tly  o n e w ee k  afte r  gr a n dfa t h e r’ s fu neral, 
w e  b u ried mot h er.

I h ave n eve r  been  a ble  to  fin d  ou t wh a t ca u sed her dea th . Eve n  to 
this d ay, t here is s o m et h in g m ys te rio u s  a bou t it as i f  so m et h in g is 
b ein g co n ce a le d ; but it s ee m s  to h ave bee n  a  heart a t t ack.

Aft e r  the fu neral s e rvice  w a s  co m ple te d ,  m y s tepfa t h er  ca m e 
ove r  to w h ere  Bo n n ie  a nd I we re  s t a n ding a nd said, “ J im, I fe el that 
I need to  tell yo u  so m et h in g. I b e lieve  that yo u r  m ot h er  wo u ld  s till 
be a live  h ad it not been  fo r  the w a y I t rea ted yo u . ”

Th e n  he s aid, e m o tio n a lly,  “ I w ill n eve r  m arry a g a in ! ” Six 
mon t h s  la te r  he wa s  re m a r ried . Bu t I d o b elieve  t here wa s  truth in 
wh a t he told  m e a bou t m o t h e r’ s dea th . H e  wa s  n eve r  again  a ny part 
o f  m y life .

W a r  c o m e s

Not  lo n g afte r  m ot h er’ s dea t h , t he Grea t  W a r  ca m e a n d e n ded  the 
Grea t Dep re s sio n . T h e  J ap a nese b o m b ed  Pea rl H a r bor  a nd A m e r -
ica  en tered  the co n flic t .  W e  we re  in it at last a nd the op e r a tor  o f  the 
lu n c h room  at the M oo s e  Lo d g e  wa s  d r afted . T h is  ope n ed  up that 
positio n  a n d the gove r n in g  boa rd  a s ked m e to t ake it ove r .  Bo n n ie 
a n d I t a lked  it ove r  a nd d ecid e d  I wo u ld  p rob a bly a lso be d r afted  
soon , so w e  sold  o u r  res ta u ra nt (in  o r d e r  to be r e a dy) a nd we re  soon  
wo r k in g fu ll tim e at t he M o o s e  Lo d ge .  O u r  live s  w e r e  eve n  m ore 
clo s ely  tied  to fr a ter n al or der s  now. S till w e  had no idea  w h ere it 
wo u ld  lea d.

M o r e  than a ye a r  we n t  by. I t ried  to jo i n  t he N a vy  but wa s  t u rned 
dow n . We s t ayed  b u sy wit h  the lu n c h roo m  a nd lo d ge  a c tivitie s .  I 
h ad rea lly fo rgo t te n  a bou t the d raft  wh e n  the n otice c a m e. I had 
been  d rafted .

T h e  m a s o n i c  c o n n e c t i o n

I had been  ou t o f  high  s c h ool m ore than six yea r s  a n d m a rried  fo r  
fiv e  yea r s  w h e n  I e n te red  t he A r m y d u ring Wo rld  W a r  II.  Ye t  fro m
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the ve ry fir s t  I bega n  to re m e m b er  wh a t m y m ot h er  h ad said to m e, 
that a wfu l d ay at age  13 w h e n  I h ad bee n  fo r ce d  to le ave  h o m e.

M a yb e  it w a s  beca u se, o n ce  again , I w a s  a lo n e a nd e n te ring in to 
an u n k nown w a y o f  life .  I re m e m b ered  a bou t m y U n cle  Irvin  and 
his a c tive in volve m e n t  in t he M a s o n ic  Lo d ge .  A s  I we n t t h rough  
b a sic t r ain in g I n o tice d  that m a ny o f  the offic e r s  t here wo r e  M a -
sonic rings .

Tow a r d  the en d o f  b a sic t r ain in g, tw o  m en  fro m  m y u nit we re  to 
be s elec ted  fo r  O ffic e r  C a n did a te S c h ool to be t r ained as offic e r s  
and co m m is s io n e d  secon d lie u ten a n t s . I wa s  not s elec ted  a nd the 
two w h o we re  s elec ted  we re  bot h  Ma son s . I t hough t abou t m y fo u r  
yea r s o f  R O T C ,  m y age, m y ex p e rie n ce  a nd wo n d e re d  w h y I had 
not been  s elec ted . I d id n 't  r e a lize  then that t hese men  h ad been  
selected  by M a so n s  beca u se t h ey we re  Ma son s . In la ter yea r s  I 
wo u ld  u n ders ta n d ve ry w e l l . But at the tim e I co u ld  o n ly wo n der .

C l i m b i n g  S h a w  h i l l

I wa s m u ch  old e r  than the ot h er  m en  in m y co m p a ny. A s  a m a t ter  
o f  fact, I wa s  old e r  than m y co m p a n y co m m a n der. In s pite o f  m y 
“ a dva n ced  a ge ,  ” I had been  a s sign ed  to t he infa n try, a n d wa s 
b a sepla te m a n  in the m or t a r  pla too n  o f  a r ifle  co m p a n y. W e  
t r aveled  on  foo t  a n d I h ad the h e avie s t  loa d  to ca r ry. T h e  ot her s  
c alled  m e “ Po p ,  https: //www. amazon. com/Mirrors-Orion-Knowledge-Ancient-World-ebook-dp-B00OGW1VNI/dp/B00OGW1VNI/ but I d id n ’ t min d. I c a r ried  m y b a sepla te, plu s  m y 
ow n  we a po n  a n d all m y in divid u al gea r , a n d u s u ally ou tdid  the 
yo u n ge r  m en .

As  a m a t ter  o f  fact, d u ring a t r ain ing m arch  fro m  C a m p  B u t ner  
to R a leig h ,  Nor t h  C a rolin a , I wa s  the o n ly m a n  in the co m p a n y a ble 
to ca r ry a not h er  m a n to the top  o f  a cer t ain  h ill a lo n g the w ay.

M y pla toon  co m m a n d er  co ngr a t u la ted  m e, n a m ed it “ S h aw 
H ill,  ” a nd that lit tle  h o n or  mea n t a lot m ore to  m e than a nyo n e els e  
t here co u ld  h ave k n ow n . I s till t hin k at tim es  o f  that h ill,  abou t 
h a lfw ay b e twee n  C a m p  B u t ner a nd R a leig h ,  a n d wh a t Lie u te n a n t 
Ra m  s aid that d ay a bou t t his  a b a n don ed lit tle  kid  fro m  the b ig  city.

T h e  w a r  ca m e a n d we n t a nd, wit h  that be hin d  m e, I w a s  eve n  
m ore s u re that I co u ld  m a ke it in life .  Wit h  Bo n n ie  at m y side, I 
k n ew that I co u ld  s u cceed. Mo t h e r  wo u ld  be ple a sed  if  she k n ew. 
I re ally  co u ld  be a s u cces sfu l, goo d  m a n like m y U n cle  Irvin .
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F o o t n o t e s

1 R e s erve  O f fic e r  Tra in in g  C orp s , a  tra in in g  p ro gr a m  t h a t pre p are s  y o u n g m e n  
to  b e  o f fic e r s  in  th e Arm y . H ig h  S c h ool R O T C  pre p are s  th e m e n  f o r  co lle g e  R O TC .  
a n d  th a t le a d s  t o  a  co m m is s io n  a s  s eco n d  lie u te n a n t.

2 B a c h e lor o f  La w s  a n d  L e tt er s , th e  tra d itio n a l la w  s c h ool d egre e .



3 Brought to the light
T h e w a r  wa s  ove r  and I wa s  h o m e again  wit h  Bo n n ie. W e  we re  

s u p re m ely h a ppy —  a n d toge t h e r  w e  w e r e  a bou t to e n ter  in to the 
Ma so n ic fe llow s h ip  that wo u ld  b eco m e o u r  world .

I soon  told  Bo n n ie  that I wo u ld  r e a lly lik e to jo in  the M a s o n ic  
Lo d ge .  I r e m e m b ered  t he M a s o n ic  offic e r s  in b a sic t r ain ing a n d I 
had a need to b elo n g, a n eed  fo r  accep t a n ce in a gro u p , fo r  frie n d s , 
fo r  a fa m ily.

Im m e dia tely I r eceive d  a s u rprising r evela tio n  fro m  Bo n n ie: she 
had been a m e m b er  o f  the O r d e r  o f  the Eas tern  Sta r s in ce age 18, 
and her fa t h er  wa s  a M a s o n ! I wa s  a m azed; I h ad no idea  o f  a ny o f  
this. S h e h ad n eve r  a t ten ded a m ee tin g o r  eve n  m e n tio n ed  it to m e 
since I had k n ow n  her. B u t s he wa s  h a p py that I wa n ted  to be a 
Ma son .

I was h a p py that w e  a lre a dy h ad this lit tle  fo u n d a tion  laid , a nd 
n ow I ea r n es tly p u r s ued t he idea.

W h y  a l l  t h e s e  p e n n i e s

I wa s s till a  m e m b e r  in goo d  s t a n ding in t he M o o s e  Lo d ge .  
D u ring the wa r, w h ile  I h ad been  a w a y, m y d u es h ad bee n  s u s-
pe n ded (it  wa s  the p a t rio tic  t h ing to d o).  W e  h ad m a ny goo d  frie n d s
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in the M oo s e  Lo d g e ,  I wa s  m a de w elc o m e  t here a n d it wa s  as i f  I 
h ad n ever  been  a w a y —  exce p t  that w e  n o lo n ge r  oper a ted  the 
lu n c h room .

I told  a  fe w  frie n d s  in the M oo s e  that I wa s  t h in king o f  jo i n i n g  the 
M a s o n ic  Lo d g e  a n d d is cove r e d  that t here wa s  n o co n flic t  at all. 
Th ree  o f  m y M oo s e  brot her s  we re  a ls o Ma so n s . T h ey  we re  plea sed 
that I wa n ted  to  be o n e too.

Each o n e o f  t hem g a ve  m e a pe n ny a n d told  m e to  “ k eep  it h a n dy, ” 
as I wo u ld  be n ee din g it.

T h ey we re  a bit  m ys te rio u s  a bou t it a n d d id n ’ t expla in , so I 
wo n d ered  wh a t all t his pe n ny b u sines s wa s  a bou t but d id n ’ t ask. I 
wo n d e re d  eve n  m ore as d ays  p a s sed, beca u se eve r y  M a so n  I 
m e n tio n ed  this to  did  t he s a m e t h in g! I soo n  had q u ite a fe w  pe n nies  
a n d wa s  cer t ain  that it wa s  im por t a n t to  “ k eep  it h a n dy, ” but h a d n’ t 
t he sligh tes t idea  w h y. Th e n , t he m ys te rio u s  nat u re o f  M a s o n ry 
wa s  o n e o f  the t h ings  a bou t it that a t t r acted m e. I bega n  to  loo k  
fo rw a r d  to  e n te rin g in wit h  in crea sed  a n ticip a tion .

A s  the C h ris t m a s  sea son  a p p roa c h ed  in late 1945 I fo u n d a 
te m por a ry jo b  at t he pos t o f f i c e . U n cle  Irvin  wa s  assis ta n t pos t-
m a s ter  a nd co u ld  h ave h elped  m e to ge t  t he jo b ,  but he d id n ’ t. I go t  
the jo b  wit h o u t  his h elp , wa s  w o r k in g  the s eco n d  s hift ,  a n d w e  were  
ge t tin g a lo n g fin e.

F i r s t  s t e p s  t o w a r d  t h e  l i g h t

Bo n nie a n d I h ad t w o  clo s e  frie n d s , M a c  a n d M e rle ,  w h o m  w e  
h ad k n ow n  b efo r e  t he war . M e r le  h ad wo r k e d  fo r  us at t he res ta u-
rant a n d h ad la te r  m a r ried  M a c. O n e  eve n in g t h ey in vite d  us ove r  
to  t h eir  h o m e a n d, afte r  din n er, w h e n  the la die s  w e r e  in the kitchen , 
I a s ked M a c  (w h o  wa s  a M a s o n ) h ow I co u ld  ge t  in to the M a s o n ic  
Lo d ge .

He wa s  d elig h te d ,  a n d replied , “ A ll  yo u  h ave to d o is a sk. I will 
ge t  a frie n d  o f  m in e at t he Fire Dep a r t m e n t  to reco m m e n d  yo u , a nd 
wit h  m y r eco m m e n d 1 that w ill  ge t  t he b all r ollin g.  ”

Ab o u t  t w o  w ee k s  p a s sed a nd I h ad a p ho n e c a ll fro m  a m a n w h o 
s aid  he w a s  on  t he M a s o n ic  Lo d ge  co m m it t ee  that wo u ld  be t a lkin g 
wit h  m e a n d a s ked i f  t h ey migh t  co m e  ove r  that eve n in g.

I told  him  I wo u ld  be gla d  fo r  t h em  to co m e a n d afte r  din n er  that
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eve n in g,  t h ree m e n 2 ca m e. W e  vis it e d  a n d t h ey a s ked m e q u es tion s  
abou t m y s elf,  in clu din g m y rea son s fo r  w a n tin g to join .  T h ey  were  
plea s a n t, a n d M a c  h ad alre a dy told  m e wh a t to exp ec t  so I wa s  at 
ea se t h ro ughou t the in te rview. T h ey  left  in agree m e n t  that I wo u ld  
be taken in to the Lo d ge .

P r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  i n i t i a t i o n

A  few d ays  la te r  I r eceive d  a le t ter  t ellin g m e to be at the Lo d g e  
H all at 7 p. m. Tu e s d ay eve n in g.  I a r rive d  p ro m p tly a n d fo u n d that 
tw o  ot hers  we re  to be in itia ted  a lo n g wit h  m e.

We we re  m et  by the Lo d g e  secret a ry w h o told  us wh a t t he cos t  
o f  the in itia tion  wo u ld  be a n d ex p la in e d  that t hese d u es (fe e s  that 
must be p a id) wo u ld  h ave to  be p aid  fo r  all t h ree d egree s  b efo r e  w e  
co u ld  p rocee d  wit h  the fir s t  d egr ee  initia tion .

I p aid  m y d u es a n d, w h e n  t he ot her s  h ad set tled  t h eir  b u sines s, we 
were t a ken to a roo m  w h ic h  I la te r  k n ew ve ry  w ell as the ‘ ‘ P rep a -
r ation R oo m .  ” Bu t at t he tim e I h ad no idea  w h ere I wa s  o r  w h y I 
wa s  t here. In the Prep a r a tion  Roo m  w e  we re  told  to  r e m ove  all 
clo t h in g, a nd w e r e  t hen give n  a tw o- p iece  ga r m e n t m a de o f  thin, 
w h ite m a terial that loo k e d  lik e  p aja m a s; a n d w e  we re  give n  o n e 
sa ndal eac h . W e  we re  told  to  put the s andal on  the righ t foo t ,  
le avin g the left  foo t  bare. W e  we re  n ow p rep a red  to  r eceive  the 
E n tered Ap p re n tice  D egr ee ,  o r  the Firs t D egr ee  in Free m a so n ry.

A  m a n c a lle d  “ T h e  S e n io r  D e a co n ”  then e n te red  a n d a s ked 
q u es tio n s  o f  us s uch as “ W h y  d o  yo u  wis h  to b eco m e Free m a so n s; 
d o yo u  jo i n  beca u se yo u  b e lieve  it w ill h elp  yo u  in yo u r  b u siness , 
o r  h elp  yo u  to gain  in flu e n ce in yo u r  co m m u n ity?  ”

N o w ,  to  s uch q u es tion s  the ca n did a te is s u pposed to  a n swer  as if  
he had n o s uch s elfis h  m otiva tio n .  Bu t it has been  m y ex p e rie n ce  
that the vas t m a jo rity o f  Ma so n s  e n ter  fo r  t hese ve ry  s elf- s e rvin g 
reasons. A s  a m a t ter  o f  fact , alt h o u gh  t he t h eory is that Ma so n s  do 
not recr uit, o r  a dvis e  p ros pect s  that t here a re b u siness  a n d p rofe s -
sion al a dva n t ages  in b ein g a M a so n , bot h  a re co m m o n ly don e. 
Ag a in ,  M a c  h ad p rep a red  m e by w a r n in g m e abou t s uch q u es tion s  
a nd I g a ve  s a tisfa c tory a n swer s . Bu t I wa s  a ble  to  d o  so h o n es tly, 
fo r  I r e a lly d id  h ave an ea r nes t d esir e to join  a n d to b elo n g — ju s t  
to b elo n g. Th e n  t he S e n io r  De a co n  left .
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Aft e r  t he dep a r t u re o f  t he S e n io r  De a co n , I wa s b lin dfold e d .  T h e  
b lin dfold  is c a lle d  a “ h oo d win k ,  ” a n d the ca n did a te so p rep a red  is 
s aid to  be “ h oo d win k e d ,  ” u n able to  see o r  k n ow the truth o f  his 
s u r ro u n dings o r  sit u a tion .

Aft e r  the h ood win k  w a s  pla ced  ove r  m y eye s ,  a h e avy clot h  wa s  
fu r t her pla ced  u n der it a n d ove r  m y eye s  to in s u re that I wo u ld  not 
be a ble to see a nyt h ing, not eve n  a cr a ck  o f  ligh t.

Th e n  t he ligh t  clot h  s hirt wa s  a r r a nged so that m y left  a r m wa s  ou t 
o f  it, a n d the left  s ide o f  the shirt fold e d  b ack a n d t u cked u nder, 
le avin g t he left  a r m a n d left  side o f  t he tor so bare. T h e  left  leg o f  
t he “ p aja m a bot to m s”  wa s  rolle d  up high , le a vin g the left  foo t  a n d 
leg  bare. A  blu e rope (c a lle d  a “ c a b le tow” )  w a s  tied  a rou n d m y 
neck. I wa s rea dy.

Alt h o u g h  I ve ry  m u ch  wa n ted  to  be t aken in to the M a s o n ic  
Lo d ge ,  I bega n  to ex p e rie n ce  real fea r. I co u ld n ’ t see, d id n ’ t k n ow 
w h ere I wa s, wa s  h alf- n a ked  a m o n g an u n k now n  n u m ber o f  s t r a ng-
er s , being h eld  by a rope a rou n d m y neck, a n d I ce r t a in ly d id n ’ t 
k n ow wh a t wo u ld  h a ppen next. T h e r e  wa s  a sen se o f  u n reality a nd 
h elples s n es s  a n d a risin g gro u n d s well o f  disorie n t a tio n , in sec u rity 
a n d fea r. M a c  h ad told  m e (a lt h o u g h  h e wa s  u n der a te r rible oa th 
not to d o s o) a lit tle  o f  wh a t to exp ec t .  I k n ew I wo u ld  be b lin dfold e d  
but exp ec te d  to  be a ble  to see a lit tle  bit  a n yw a y. H ow eve r ,  I co u ld  
see not hing at all.

Th is  b ein g in tot al d a rk nes s  p rod u ced  a d ee p -d ow n  fe elin g  o f  
helples s n es s , a n d g a ve  rise to t hough t s  o f  te r rible  t hings  that m igh t  
be don e. T h e  t h ing that kep t m e fro m  b ein g ove r w h elm e d  wit h  fe a r  
wa s  the k n owle d ge  that M a c ,  U n cle  Irvin  a n d m y M a s o n ic  frie n d s  
in the M oo s e  Lo d g e  we re  all a live  a n d w ell.  Sin ce t h ey all had 
s o m e h ow s u rvive d  this, I b elieve d  that I wo u ld  s u rvive  it too. Bu t 
I wa s ex t r e m ely u n co mfor t a ble.

I n t o  t h e  h o l y  p l a c e

T h e S tew a r d  le d  m e to  the Lo d g e  H a ll d oo r  a n d in s t r u cted m e to 
g iv e  t h ree raps. No t h in g h a ppe n ed at fir s t  a n d then t here were t h ree 
a n swerin g raps fro m  in side a n d a voic e  a s ked, “ W h o  co m e s  h ere?  ”

T h e S tew a r d , a n swerin g fo r m e ,  r eplied , “ A  p oo r  blin d  ca n did a te
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w h o desires  to be b ro ugh t fro m  d a rk n es s  in to ligh t , a n d r eceivin g 
a part o f  t he righ t s , ligh t s  a n d b e n efit s  o f  t his Wo r s h ipfu l Lo d g e  
dedica ted  to the H oly  Sain t s  Joh n, as m a ny a  b rot h er  a n d fe llo w  
h ave do n e b efo re  h im . ”

I wa s a s ked, “ Is  t his an act o f  yo u r  ow n  free  w ill  a n d a ccor d ?  ” 
Pro m p ted  by the S tew a r d , I r eplie d , “ It is .  ”
It wa s alre a dy b eco m in g a pp a ren t to m e that, alt ho ugh  I r e a lly 

wa n ted  to be a M a s o n , t his  w a s  not to be an hones t exc h a n ge 
betwee n  m e a n d t hese u n seen per son s; t here we re  p rea r r a nged 
“ righ t”  a n swer s  to all t h eir  p rea r r a nged  q u es tion s , a nd I wo u ld  be 
told  h ow to reply. T h e  voic e  o n  the ot h er  side o f  the d oo r  a s ked if  
I were p rop erly p rep a red  a n d wor t h y a n d w ell-q u a lifie d .  T o  bot h  
q u es tion s the S tew a r d  r ep lie d  in t he affir m a tive .

Th e n  t he ot h er  vo ic e  a s ked, “ B y  wh a t fu r t h er  righ t o r  b e n efit  doe s  
he expec t  to gain  a d m is s io n ?  ”

Th e S tew a r d  r eplied , fo r  m e, “ By b ein g a m a n, fr ee  b o m , o f  
lawfu l a ge  a nd w ell- r eco m m e n d e d .  ”1 

T h e voic e  on  the ot h er  side t hen  s aid, “ Le t  him  w ait  wit h  p a tie n ce 
u ntil t he Wo r s h ipfu l M a s te r  is in fo r m e d  a n d his a n swer  ret u r ned. ” 

Aft e r  a not h er p e rio d  o f  w a itin g in t he bla ck  s ile n ce the d oo r  wa s  
ope n ed  b efo re  m e a n d the voic e  s aid that I wa s  to be a llow e d  to 
e n ter  a n d be r eceive d  “ in d u e a n d a n cie n t fo r m . ” I wa s  led  t h ro ugh  
the door. Alt h o u g h  I d id n ’ t k n ow w h ere  I wa s, I h ad p a s sed t h rough  
the p rotected  por t als  a n d in to t he h oly a nd secret place. I wa s  in side 
a Lo d ge  H all fo r  the fir s t  tim e in m y life .

B r o u g h t  t o  t h e  l i g h t

Th a t s a me voic e  I hea rd  fro m  in side t he d oo r  (i t  t u r ned ou t to  be 
the Se n ior  D e a co n ) t hen s aid, fro m  d irec tly in fron t o f  m e, “ Yo u  are 
r eceive d  in to this Lo d g e  o f  E n tered  Ap p re n tice s  u pon the poin t o f  
a sharp in s tr u ment p ie r cin g yo u r  n a ked left  breas t, w h ic h  is to teach 
yo u  as this is an in s tr u ment o f  tor t u re to  the fle s h , so t he re-
m em b ra n ce o f  it be to yo u r  m in d  a nd co n s cie n ce, s ho uld  yo u  eve r  
p res u me to reve al a ny o f  the secret s  o f  F ree m a so n ry u n la wfu lly.  ” 

T h e  “ s harp in s t r u men t”  wa s  a c t u ally a la rge co m p a s s  wit h  the 
tw o  s harp poin t s  b ro ugh t  toge t h e r  as o n e, a n d “ s h a rp”  it mos t
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cer t a in ly wa s. I re a lly  d id  fe el p ain  as it wa s  p res sed in to m y fles h . 
W h e n  he s aid “ p re s u m e,”  he e m p h a sized  the wo r d  by ja b b in g m e 
again . T h is  t h ing w a s  b eco m in g m ore a nd m ore seriou s a n d I wa s  
eve n  m ore afr aid . Ye t ,  u n der the circ u m s ta n ces , I s tood s ile n tly a nd 
m a de n o reply.

I wa s  then ca u sed  to  w alk  again , led  by the s a me m a n w h o wa s 
h oldin g m e by the rope a rou n d m y n eck and by m y left  a r m. W e  
s topped. A n o t h e r  vo ic e  (i t  wa s  the Wo r s h ipfu l M a s te r) o r d e red  m e 
taken to a pla ce in the ce n te r  o f  the roo m  fo r  p rayer . I wa s  led  t here, 
m a de to  k n eel,  a n d the M a s te r  p r ayed  a for m al,  ge n e r a lize d  p rayer , 
n eve r  m e n tio n in g Jes us, a nd e n din g wit h , “ S o  m ote it b e . ”

Aft e r  the p r ayer  he c a m e to w h ere I wa s  k n eelin g, pla ced  his hand 
on  m y hea d a n d a s ked, “ In w h o m  d o yo u  pla ce yo u r  tr u st? ”

Excep t  fo r  the fe w  tim e s  as a c h ild  wit h  m y gr a n d m ot h er  I had not 
been  t aken to  ch u rch o r  t a ugh t abou t G o d  a n d I re a lly d id n 't  k n ow 
h ow to reply. I w a s  a w k w a r d ly  sile n t  fo r  wh a t s ee m ed  a lo n g tim e.

Fin ally the S e n ior  De a co n  lea n ed ove r  a nd w h is pered  in m y ea r  
that I s ho uld  s ay “ In G o d ,  ”4 and I did. T h e  M a s te r  then s aid that 
since m y trust wa s  in G o d  m y fait h  wa s w ell-fo u n d e d  a nd I w as to 
fo llo w  m y “ co n d u c tor”  (t h e S e n ior  De a co n , w h o wa s  le a din g m e 
a rou n d by the rop e a rou n d m y n ec k) and not be afr aid . Th a t  h elped  
a lit tle but I w a s  s till fa r  fro m  b ein g at ea se.

I wa s then led  to a not h er  pla ce  in t he roo m  w h ere a n ot h er  ma n 
(t h e J u nior W a r d e n ) a s ked the s a me q u es tion s  as b efo r e  m y b ein g 
a llow e d  to  e n ter  the roo m . H e  then direc ted  m e to be led  to  s till 
a n ot h er pla ce w h ere the S e n io r  Wa r d e n  a s ked the ve ry  s a me 
q u es tion s  a n d r eceive d  t he s a m e replie s . A t  eac h  s top  so m eo n e 
r a pped o n ce wit h  a g avel.

It wa s all ve ry  s t r a nge a nd for m al a n d the q u es tion s  and a n swer s  
were b egin n in g to sou n d fa m ilia r .  F ro m  t here I wa s  led  to the 
positio n  o f  “ the Wo r s h ipfu l M a s te r  in the E a s t”  w h ere he a s ked the 
v ery  s a m e  q u es tio n s  a n d r eceive d  t he ve ry  s a me replie s . It wa s 
re a lly b egin n in g to be repetitio u s . Th e n , at the direc tio n  o f  the 
Wor s h ipfu l Ma s te r , I wa s  in s t r u cted in the p roper  m a n n er o f  
“ a p p roac hin g the Ea s t. ”'  T h e  S e n io r  De a co n , m y p rin cip al e scor t , 
t u rned m e a rou n d s aying, “ Yo u  w ill  fa ce  t he East. Ta k e  o n e  s tep 
wit h  yo u r  left  foo t ,  a nd b rin g the h eel o f  yo u r  righ t  foo t  to  t he
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hollow (in s te p) o f  yo u r  left  foo t ,  fee t  fo r m in g the a n gle  o f  the 
oblo n g sq u a re. ”

He h elped  m e d o this beca u se I co u ld  not see. H e  h eld  on  to  m e 
o r  I migh t h ave los t m y b ala n ce. It w a s  an u n nat ural w a y to  s ta nd 
and being b lin dfold e d  m a de it eve n  m ore d iffic u lt .  T h e n , s u d de nly, 
he s hou ted, “ S T A N D  E R E C T! ”6

I was s ta r tled a n d wo n d e re d  wh a t th a t  wa s  all a bou t (I  wa s  
alrea dy s t a n ding up. alt h ough  m y fee t  we re  so m ew h a t  twis ted  
arou n d). Bu t I wa s  b egin n in g to  ex p ec t  s uch u n expected  t h ings  
and, alt hough  I ce r t a in ly d id n ’ t k n ow it, an eve n  m ore s t a r tling 
s urprise wa s  ju s t a head.

Th e voic e  o f  the Wo r s h ipfu l Ma s te r , s o m ew h e re  in fron t o f  m e, 
said, “ Frie n d , fo r  the fir s t  tim e in yo u r  life  yo u  h ave a dva n ced  to 
the alta r o f  M a s o n ry; yo u  stand b efo r e  us a ca n did a te s eekin g a d -
mis sion  to o u r  Or der . Bu t b efo re  goin g  fa r t h er  be w a r n ed  o f  the 
sole m nity a n d im por t a n ce o f  the s tep yo u  are a bou t to take. I f  yo u  
are u n willin g to p roceed , wit h d r aw w h ile  t here is yet  t im e .  ”

Th ere h ad been  m o m e n t s  o f  fe a r  w h e n  I w a n ted  to  le ave ,  but felt  
t rapped in wh a t wa s  t a king pla ce. A n d  n ow, as I a w k w a r d ly s tood  
there, b lin dfold e d  a n d disorie n ted , not k n owin g wh a t (o r  h ow 
m a ny) m en  m ay be loo k in g at m e, I bega n  to fe el a s t r a nge kin d  o f  
n u mbness. I felt  so m ew h a t  lik e a vic tim  s till,  but r e a lly d id n ’ t wa n t  
to leave. I wa s  b egin n in g to fe el as i f  I we re  b ein g ca r ried  a lo n g, 
p ropelled  by a fo r ce  I n eit h er  k n ew nor u n der s tood. T h e  M a s te r  
wen t on  wit h  rem ark s  abou t the nature o f  the O r d e r  a n d o f  t he h ig h  
moral ch a r acter req u ired  to b elo n g.

Th e n  I wa s  p la ced  in a k n eelin g positio n  b efo re  t he alta r, “ in d u e 
for m . ” T h is  wa s  to  k n eel on  t he n a ked left  k n ee, righ t leg exte n ded  
to for m  the Ta u  Cros s  (“ a n gle o f  a sq u a re” ), left  h a nd u n der the 
Bible  on the alt a r (o n  top  o f  w hic h  we re  the squ are a n d co m p a s s),  
righ t hand res ting t h ereon  a n d body erect.  I wa s  n ow rea dy to t a ke 
the oath, alt h ough  I ce r t a in ly d id n ’ t k n ow it, a n d I k n ew n oth in g  o f  
what wo u ld  be in  that oa th.

K i s s i n g  J e s u s  g o o d b y e

Th e M a s te r  then a s s u red m e that t he oa th  w hich  I wa s  abou t to 
take wo u ld  in no w ay “ co n flic t  wit h  r eligio u s ,  politic a l o r  p riva te
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p urs uits be t h ey wh a t t h ey m a y,  ”7 a n d, a s ked  m e if  I w e r e  w illi n g  
to con tin u e. I r e a lly d id n ’ t k n ow wh a t h e wa s  t a lkin g a bou t but it 
sou n ded rea s s u ring so I s aid, “ I a m . ”

I wa s  then led  to  swea r , repe a tin g a fte r  t he Wo r s h ipfu l Ma s te r,  
the oath o f  an E n tered Ap p re n tice  M a so n . H e  wo u ld  s pea k a fe w  
wor d s  a n d I wo u ld  repea t t hem, h avin g n o idea  to wh a t I wa s  
swe a rin g u n til eac h  s m all gro u p  o f  wor d s  wa s  s poke n  fo r  m e to 
repeat.

A s  it p rogre s s ed  I r e a lize d  that I w a s  s we a rin g to p rotect the 
secret s  o f  t he Lo d ge .  T h e n  I hea rd m y s e lf s ayin g that I wa s  
“ bin ding m y s e lf u n der no les s pe n alty than that o f  h avin g m y t h roat 
cu t fro m  e a r  to  ea r, m y to ng u e to m  ou t by its root s , a n d b u ried  in 
t he sands o f  t he sea a c a b le’ s le ngt h  fro m  s hore, w h ere  t he tide eb b s  
a n d flo w s  twic e  in tw e n ty-fo u r  hou rs, s ho u ld  I eve r  w illi n gly ,  
k n owin gly,  o r  u n la wfu lly viola t e  this, m y E n tered Ap p re n tice  
Oa t h , s o h elp  m e G o d  a n d k eep  m e s tea dfa s t.  ”

T h e a wfu ln e s s  o f  the oa th  d a w n ed  wit h in  m e as I wa s  s pea king 
it and it wa s  bot h  frig h te n in g a n d r ep u ls ive  to m e. Bu t, h avin g 
begu n , h avin g “ co m e this fa r ,  ” I ju s t  co n tin u ed  to  the e n d . 8 T h e  
M a s te r  t hen told  m e that, in or d e r  to seal t his oa t h , I wa s  to kis s  the 
ope n  B ib le  b efo re  m e. I had m y h a nds o n  it so I k n ew w h ere  it wa s 
a n d I le a n ed  fo rw a r d  a n d kis sed  it. I h ad n o idea  that I wa s  ac t u ally 
kis sin g Jes u s goo d b ye  at a p aga n  alta r. I d id n ’ t k n ow that t h ro ugh -
ou t m y life t im e  in M a s o n ry I wo u ld  not be a llow e d  to p ray in His  
n a me, o r  eve n  to hea r o r  s pea k His  n a m e in the Lo d ge ,  eve n  in 
Scrip t u re rea din gs . 9 But I d id n ’ t k n ow Him  then, so wo u ld  h ave 
h ad no sen se o f  los s  eve n  h ad I k n ow n  this.

I  w a n t e d  a  g l a s s  o f  w a t e r

T h e  Wor s h ipfu l m a s ter  then direc ted  that sin ce I wa s  n ow bou n d 
to the Lo d g e  “ by an oa th w h ic h  ca n n ot  be b roke n , ” I w a s  to h ave 
t he rope (c a b le t ow ) r e m ove d  fro m  m y neck.

T h e  S e n io r  De a co n  r e m ove d  it.
Th e n  the M a s te r  s aid to m e, “ M y  b rot h er , in yo u r  p resen t blin d  

co n ditio n , wh a t d o  yo u  m os t d e s ir e?  ”
W ell,  I h ad been  t h ro ugh  a lot o f  s tress by that tim e a n d wa s  ve ry 

t hirs ty. I a s s u m ed fro m  his q u es tio n  that w h a teve r  I a s ked for ,  I
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would p rob a bly be give n .  S o  I t hough t it ove r  b r iefly  a n d wa s  ju s t 
about to s ay, “ a cold  gla s s  o f  w a te r ,  ” w h e n  the S e n io r  De a co n  
lea ned ove r  a n d w h is p e red  in m y ea r, “ Lig h t .  ”

So. a lit tle  dis a p poin ted , I s aid. “ Lig h t .  ”
Th e b ig s u rprise wa s  ju s t a bou t rea dy. T h e  M a s te r  c a lle d  the 

lodge m e m ber s  to  the alt a r a n d t h ey ga t h ered  in t w o  row s , o n e on 
eit her side o f  m e, a lig n e d  e a s t- to-wes t .

He then q u oted  fro m  Ge n e s is  w h ere  G o d  s aid, “ Le t  t here be 
ligh t”  a nd said, “ In sole m n  im it a tio n  o f  Him  I, in lik e  m a n ner, 
M a s o n ic a lly decla re, ‘ le t  t here be L I G H T !  ’”

Wh e n  he s hou ted “ L I G H T ’ all t he ot h er  m e n  presen t a rou n d m e 
cla p ped t h eir  h a nds a nd s t a m ped  t h eir  fee t  sim u lt a n eo u sly, s tar-
tlin g m e h a lf to dea th  a nd, at t he s a m e m o m e n t ,  t he S e n io r  De a co n  
ripped o ff  t he h ood win k  a n d I wa s  b lin d ed  wit h  b rillia n t  ligh t.  

Th e Wor s h ipfu l M a s te r  then said, “ A n d  t here is lig h t .  ”
I wa s s t u n ned a nd d a zzle d  m o m e n t a rily.  Th e n  the M a s te r  we n t 

on t alking, expla in in g t he o bjec t s  I w a s  b egin n in g to  be a ble to 
foc u s m y eye s  on  a n d see b efo r e  m e. H e  told  m e a bou t t he B ib le ,  10 
square, a nd co m p a s s , t h eir  m ea ning, a n d c a lle d  t hem t he “ th ree 
grea t ligh t s  o f  M a s o n ry.  ” T h e n  he r efe r red  to  the t h ree ca n dle s  
arou nd the alt a r a nd s aid  t h ey rep rese n ted  t he “ t h ree le s ser  lig h t s”  
o f  Ma so n ry, w h ic h  in r e a lity a re t he su n, the m oo n , a n d the 
Wor s h ipfu l M a s te r  o f  the Lo d g e .  No n e  o f  this mea n t m u c h  to m e 
at that tim e, excep t  that I a lr e a dy h ad a vag u e idea  that the Bib le  wa s  
s u pposed to  be a s acred  book .

Then  the Wor s h ipfu l M a s te r  s h owe d  m e h ow to p e rfo r m  the d u e- 
gu ard (b y  h oldin g m y h a n ds in the positio n  in w h ic h  t h ey h ad been  
at the alta r, left  o n e p alm - u p  a n d the righ t  o n e ove r  it, p a lm -d ow n ),  
and the sign . T h e  sign  w a s  p e rfo r m e d  by d r a win g t he ope n  h a nd 
fro m  the left  ear, acros s  t he t h roat to the righ t ea r, as i f  c u t ting the 
throat across. I wa s  s till k n eelin g at t he alta r. T h e  M a s te r  then 
demon s tr a ted the secret g rip  (p re s s in g the k n u ckle o f  t he righ t 
in dex fin ge r) a nd g a ve  m e the secret  wor d , ( “ B o a z” ).

He h elp ed  m e to s ta nd a n d in s t r ucted m e to  g o  a n d s alu te t he 
J u nior and Se n ior  Wa r d e n s  wit h  the d u e-gu a rd  a n d sign . Le d  by t he 
Se n ior  Deacon . I did.

Ret u r ning then to t he wes t  s ide o f  the alta r, I w aite d  w h ile  t he
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M a s te r  a p p roac h ed  t he alt a r a n d p rese n ted  m e wit h  a la m b s kin  
apron. H e ex p la in e d  that it wa s an e m ble m  o f  in n oce n ce a n d the 
m ark o f  a M a so n . H e  fu r t h er  s poke o f  it s im por t a n ce a n d then told  
m e to t a ke it to t he S e n io r  Wa r d e n  in t he W e s t  w h o wo u ld  instruct 
m e in t he w a y to we a r  it. I d id  it, t h in king that t here is a ve ry  grea t 
de al o f  m ovin g  a rou n d in t hese ce re m o n ie s .

T h e  S e n io r  W a r d e n  expla in e d  it s u se by a n cie n t s ton e m a son s  
a n d by m e m b er s  o f  the Lo d g e ,  o r  “ s p ec u la tive”  M a so n s , in clu ding 
t he w a y I s ho uld  we a r  it (wit h  the bib  t u r ned u p). Th e n  he put the 
a pron on  m e, led  m e b ack to m y pla ce at the alta r, w e  both s alu ted 
t he Wo r s h ipfu l M a s te r  a n d he repor ted , “ Yo u r  or der s  h ave been  
o b eye d ,  Wo r s h ipfu l M a s te r .  ”

T h e  p e n n i e s  e x p l a i n e d

A t  t his  poin t  t he M a s te r  a s ked m e to  d e po sit  so m et h in g o f  valu e 
o f  a m e t a llic  kin d a nd direc ted  m e to sea rch  m y per son  fo r  s uch an 
objec t .

“ T h e  p e n nie s , ” I t hough t, “ this is wh a t  t he pe n nies  we re  a bou t. ”
W e ll,  I k n ew t h ere wa s  no u se loo k in g in t hose p aja m a s  fo r  a coin  

fo r  t h ey h a d n o pocket s . T h e  M a s te r  then ex p la in e d  that all this wa s  
to re min d m e o f  m y “ p oo r  a n d pe n niles s  co n ditio n ,  ” s ho uld I eve r  
m ee t  a  frie n d , p a r tic u la rly a  b rot h er  M a so n , w h o is destit u te. I wa s  
to  g ive  to him , as a ble to d o so “ wit h o u t  in co n ve n ie n ce .  ”

Th e n  I wa s  sen t to  the p rep a r a tion  roo m  to  d res s  again  a n d then 
ret u rn fo r  fu r t her in s t r uction.

I we n t , t h in king, “ T h is  expla in s  all that m ys te rio u s  s t u ff abou t the 
pen nies , a n d ye t  it d oe s n ’ t. T h ey  s aid I wo u ld  be n ee din g  t hem a nd 
I r e a lly d o n ’ t. ”

It  wa s  a p a r tial truth —  but not the cle a r , pla in  truth. I h ad act u ally 
been  m isled . I wo n d e re d  if  s o m e h ow this w a s  an in dic a tion  o f  
d ecep tio n s  to co m e. I h ad b elieve d  t hem co m p le t ely  a n d it had 
r e a lly not bee n  tr ue.

U po n  m y ret u rn, I s alu ted the Wo r s h ipfu l M a s te r  a n d w a s  sea ted 
a s  a m e m b er  o f  t he Lo d ge .  I wa tc h ed, wit h  g r ow in g  u n ders t a n ding, 
as the o t h e r  t w o  ca n did a tes  w e r e  initia ted  afte r  m e.

I wa s  a M a s o n  at last —  wit h o u t  a ny h elp  fro m  U n cle  Irvin .
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F o o t n o t e s

1 A  re co m m e n d a tio n  f o r  a cce p t a n ce  is  c a lle d  a  ” re co m m e n d ” in  t h e  Lo d g e ,  a s  
is  th e  ca s e  w ith  M or m o n s  s e e k in g a d m is s ion  to  th e  s e cre t  rit u als  o f  t h e  M o r m o n  
Te m ple . J o s e p h  S m it h . f o u n d e r  o f  M or m o n is m  a n d  w rit e r o f  t h e  te m ple  rit u a l,  w as  
a M a s o n . M u c h  o f  t h e  M or m o n  T e m ple  rit u a l is  t h e  s a m e a s  in  M a s o n ic  rit u a l,  
h a vin g a p p are n tly  been “ borro w e d ” fro m  it  b y  S m it h . T w o s uch  "reco m m e n d s ” 
a re  re q u ire d  b e fore  a d m is s io n  to  th e  M a s o n ic  L o d g e  ca n  b e  p urs u e d .

2Th e s e  t h re e  m e n  co n s tit u te d  t h e  “In v e s tig a tio n  C o m m it t e e ” ; t h ere  a r e  alw a y s  
t h re e  m e n . a n d  th e y  a re  e le c te d  e a ch  y e a r to  th is  p o s itio n .

3 A lt h o u g h  e s s e n tia lly  t h e  s a m e, th e rit u a ls  f o r  t h e  f ir s t  t h re e  ( “ B l u e ” ) d egre e s  
v ary  in  s m a ll w a y s f r o m  s ta te  to  s ta te in  th e  U S A . I n  m o s t s ta te s  th e w ord in g  h ere  
in clu d e s  “ w h i t e , " f o r  N e gro e s  a n d  w o m e n  a re  e n tire ly  e xclu d e d  f r o m  th e  M a s o n ic  
bro t h erh oo d . T h e re  is  a  N e g ro  M a s o n ic  s y s te m , c a lle d  th e  Prin c e  H a ll Lo d g e ,  b u t  
it  is  n ot  a s s ocia te d  in  a n y  w a y w ith  “ w h ite” Fre e m a s o n r y . I t  is  re f e rre d  to  a s  
“ cla n d e s tin e” M a s o n r y , a n d  is  co n s id ere d  b y  t h e  re s t  o f  M a s o n r y  to  b e  a  s p uriou s ,  
ille g itim a t e  im it a tio n .

4 S o m e  re a ll y  f u n n y  th in g s  d o h a p p e n  in  th e s e  cere m o n ie s . O n ce , la t e r o n .  w h e n  
I  w as W or s h ip f u l M a s te r.  I pla ce d  m y  h a n d  o n  a  ca n d id a te ’ s h e a d  a n d  a s k e d  him .  
“ In  w ho m  d o  y o u  p la c e  y o u r tru s t?  ” W it h o u t  h e s it a tio n  th e m a n  re p lie d .  "M y  
w ife . ”

5 “ T h e  e a s t” is  th e  loc a tio n  w ith in  th e  Lo d g e  H a ll w h ere  th e  W or s h ip f u l M a s t e r  
sit s  u pon  his  t h ro n e! c h a ir  o f  a u t h orit y  In  t h e  a n cie n t  m y s tery  re lig io n s ,  f r o m  
w hich  Fre e m a s o n r y  s prin g s , t h e  S u n  was w ors h ip p e d , a n d  th e  m o s t  s a cre d  
d ire c tio n  w as e a s t, w h ere  th e  s u n a ro s e  e a ch  m or n in g  to  re n e w  lif e  o n  e arth .

6T his  p o s itio n  o f  t h e  f e e t  is  n o  coin cid e n c e  w h e n  f a c in g  th e  W or s h ip f u l M a s t e r  
“ in  th e E a s t .  ” T h is  p o s itio n  o f  t h e  f e e t  f o r m s  t h e  “ T a u  C ro s s .  ” a  p h a llic  s y m b ol 

f r o m  a n tiq u it y  a s s ocia te d  w ith  p h a llic  w ors h ip  a n d  S u n  w ors h ip  in  w hich  th e  S u n  
w a s vie w e d  a s  th e s o u rc e  o f  lif e  ( m a le ),  ri s in g  e a ch  d a y  in  th e  ea s t to  im pre g n a te  
th e E art h  (f e m a le ) w ith  n e w  lif e . S uch  w ors hip  w a s alw a y s  d on e  fa cin g E a s t. H e re  
in  th e  rit u a l,  t h e  co m m a n d  “ S T A N D  E R E C T ’ is  a l s o  n o t  a  coin cid e n ce , a n d  is  o f  
o b vio u s  s y m b olic  m e a nin g . S e e  A p p e n d ix  B . ” M a s o n ic  S y m bolis m ”

7T his  is . a t  be s t, lo g ic a ll y  a b s urd . H e  co u ld  h a v e  n o  w a y o f  k n o w in g this , f o r  h e  
h a d  no k n o w le d g e  o f  w h at s uch  v alu e s , b e lie f s  a n d  s ta n d ard s  I  m a y  h a v e  h eld , th e n  
o r  in  t h e  f u t u re .  O n e  cle a r e x ce p tio n  to  this  f a l s e  a s s ura nce , f o r  e x a m ple , is  t h a t  
a ll  C h ris tia n s  a re  forb id d e n  b y  S crip t u re  f r o m  t a k in g s uch  oa th s , p a r tic u la rl y  
b lo o d  o a t h s  o f  m a y h e m  a n d  m urd er.

8T h ere  h a v e  b e e n  ca s e s  re p ort e d  o f  m e n  w ho s to p p e d  a t  th e  p o in t  o f  t h e  t e rrib le  
o a t h  a n d  re fu s e d  to  co n tin u e , b u t s uch  ca s e s  a r e  r a re  B y th e tim e  m o s t  m e n  a re  
a t this  p oin t ,  n e a rly  f in i s h e d  w ith  th e  o a t h , th e y  w ill,  b eca u s e  o f  f e a r ,  t h e ir  
h u m blin g  p o s itio n ,  th e  ro p e  a ro u n d  th e  n ec k , a n d  th e  h y p n otic e f f e c t  o f  th e  
cere m o n y , p ro c e e d  w ith  t h e  o a t h , a lt h o u g h  th e y  m a y  f e e l  re v u ls io n  a t  it .

9 In  a  “ w e ll-or d e re d  L o d g e ” th e  n a m e  o f  J e s u s  is  n o t  a llo w e d  to  b e  s pok e n . 
Pra y in g  in  H is  n a m e  is  a  s erio u s  offe n s e  a n d  c a n  e v e n  b rin g  a b o u t th e  clo s in g  o f
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a  lo d g e . W h e n  N e w  T e s t a m e n t S crip t u re s  a re  re a d  in  th e  rit u a ls , p ortio n s  
in clu d in g  th e  n a m e  o f  J e s u s  a re  s im ply  o m it te d .

10 In  th is  p a r t  o f  t h e  rit u a l t h e  W or s h ip f u l M a s t e r t e ll s  t h e  in itia t e ,  ” t h e  H oly  
B ib le  is  to  b e  y o u r r u le  a n d  g u id e  to  y o u r f a i t h  a n d  p r a c t ic e .  ” Y e ars  la t er, w h en  
I  w a s a  W or s h ip f u l M a s t e r ,  a f rie n d  w h o  w a s  a n  o f f ic e r  in  th e  Lo d g e  a s k e d  m e , a f t e r  
a n  in itia tio n .  "J i m .  i f  i t  is  tru e  th a t t h e  B ib le  is  t o  b e  o u r  ru le  a n d  g u id e , w h y d o n 't  
w e fo llo w  it s  t e a c h in g s ?  ” H e  h a d  a n  e x c e lle n t  q u e s tio n , o n e  f o r  w hich  /  h a d  n o  
a n s w er, a n d  h e s oo n  le f t  M a s o n r y .



4  I'm  goin g 
to florida

Aft e r  the t h ree o f  us h ad bee n  in itia ted  in to t he E n tered Ap p r e n -
tice D egree  w e  we re  im m e dia tely a s sign ed  an in s t r u ctor fro m  
a mong the ex p e rie n ce d  b rot h er s  in t he Lo d ge .  H e  w a s  to  m eet  wit h  
us at least o n ce w e e k ly  at t he Lo d g e  H a ll fo r  s eve r a l w e e k s ' to 
instruct and coa c h  us in the n eces s a ry m e m ory wor k  u n til w e  w e r e  
ready to recite  b efo r e  the Lo d g e  a n d ac t u ally h ave t he d egr ee  
confer red .

This  m e m ory wor k  co n sis ted  o f  por tio n s  o f  the in itia tio n  rit u al 
(in  which  w e  h ad been  p ro m p ted  d u ring in itia tion , o r  h ad s im ply 
had them s hown  us o r  s poke n  fo r  u s),  s uch as t he secret wor d ,  d u e- 
guard, sign , grip ,  a nd the oa th  (o b lig a t io n ).  Th e n , w h e n  w e  we re  
ready, we wo u ld  be ex a m in e d  o r a lly b efo r e  the Lo d g e ,  the q u e s -
tions b ein g put to us by o u r  in s tr uctor.

O u r fin al ex a m in a tio n  fo r  the E n tered Ap p re n tice  D egr ee  wo u ld  
be give n  on  the s a m e nigh t that w e  wo u ld  be in itia ted  in to t he 
Fellowcr aft  D egr ee ,  m a kin g fo r  a ve ry  lo n g m ee tin g o n  that nigh t.

Th e in s t r u ctor  set a reg u la r  nigh t fo r  the t h ree o f  us to m ee t  wit h  
him and I wa s  loo k in g fo rw a r d  to  it. I wa s  d efin it ely  m otiva te d ,  an 
e ager  beaver , rea dy to “ ge t  on  wit h  it . ” I wa n ted  to t a ke t he or al 
exa m fo r  E n te red  Ap p re n tice  a nd be initia ted  in to t he F ellow c r a ft  
Degree as soon  as pos sible.

Me a n w h ile ,  R oy,  a frie n d  wit h  w h o m  I h ad been  in t he A r m y ,
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c a lle d  m e. H e  w a s  livin g  in Sou t h  Flo rid a  in o n e side o f  a d u plex 
hou se. T h e  ot h er  side w a s  e m p ty. H e  u rged  Bo n n ie  a n d m e to  le ave 
the Nor t h , wit h  its lo n g, c old  win ter s  a n d co m e to Flo rid a  wit h  him 
a nd his fa m ily .  He p ain ted a mos t  a p p e alin g pic t u re a n d s aid he wa s 
s ure w e  co u ld  bot h  Find jo b s  t here.

W e  r e a lly d id n 't  wa n t to  le ave, fo r  the city  w a s  “ h o m e" to  us. 
Bot h  o f  us h ad g row n  u p t here a n d wh a t fa m ilie s  w e  h ad w e r e  there. 
S o  I ju s t  we n t  a hea d wit h  m y jo b  at t he pos t o ffic e  a n d loo k e d  
fo rw a r d  to the t r ain ing ses sio n s  wit h  o u r  in s t r u ctor  at t he Lo d ge  
H a ll.  I b elieve d  that I wo u ld  soo n  be rea dy, wit h  the o t h e r  t w o  men . 
to take the exa m in a tio n . I kep t t h in king abou t R oy  a n d wh a t he had 
s u gges ted , but it w a s  ju s t  t oo  b ig  a  c h a n ge to  m a k e s o  lig h tly.

O n e  c o l d  n i g h t

C h ris t m a s  h ad co m e  a n d go n e ,  then N e w  Ye a r ’ s D ay, a n d the post 
offic e  s till kep t  m e on . I wa s  wo r k in g seco n d  s hift ,  fro m  3 t o  11 p . m ., 
o n  the sou t h  side o f  tow n  w h ere  p a ck ages  w e r e  h a n dled. T h e  
we a t h e r  w a s  ex t r e m ely cold .

O n e b it te rly cold  nigh t , w h e n  m y s h ift  wa s  ove r ,  I w a lk e d  ou t to 
the p a r kin g lot to  ge t  in to m y ca r  a nd d r ive  h o m e as I a lw a ys  did  
W h e n  I t ried to start t he c a r  it wo u ld n 't  d o  a  t h ing; it w a s  froze n . 
A  lot o f  the ga solin e b ein g sold  at t he tim e h ad w a te r  in it a n d I wa s 
t he vic tim  o f  a tank fu ll.  T h e  fu el lin e and the ca r b u retor  we re  
froze n  a n d it s im ply wo u ld n ' t  start. I wa s  s tr a n ded in t he m id dle  o f  
a ve ry cold  win te r  nigh t.

T h e r e  w a s  n o o n e left  in  t h e lo t  to g iv e  m e a rid e ,  s o t h ere wa s  not h-
ing to d o  b u t w alk  to tow n  w h ere  I co u ld  ca tc h  a s t ree tca r  home.

I loc k e d  t he car, wr a p p ed  m y coa t a rou n d m e a nd set ou t fo r  tow n , 
w a lk in g in to a cold  nort h  win d . A s  I w alk e d  a lo n g o n  p a in fu lly cold  
feet I bega n  t h in king o f  R o y  a n d his  p ropos al. T h e  m ore I t hough t 
o f  it, t he m ore  a t t r active t he t hough t s  o f  that wa r m  clim a te  beca m e.

Soo n , wit h  eac h  s tep I wa s  s ayin g to  m y s elf.  “ I ' m  goin g  to  
Florid a . I ’ m goin g  to  Florid a . I ’ m goi n g  to  Flo rid a .  "  k ee pin g 
c a de n ce wit h  m y s teps c r u n c hing o n  the froze n  gro u n d. Wit h  eac h  
s tep  I w a s  m ore de te r m in ed  to  d o  it a nd by the tim e I reach ed tow n , 
a n d the fir s t  s t reetca r  s top, the d ecis io n  w a s  m a de. W e  we re  goin g  
to Florid a , a n d the s oo n e r  t he bet ter!
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When I presen ted the idea  to  Bo n n ie  she w a s  w illi n g  a n d im m e-
diately we bega n to  m a ke prep a r a tion s . Th o u g h t s  o f  h ow  this 
would affect  m y p rogre s s  as a M a s o n  d id n ’ t h ave m u ch  im p act; 
that could be wor ked  ou t s o m e h ow. T h e  c old  we a t h e r  a n d con tr a s t-
ing thoughts o f  p alm  t rees , wa r m  b reeze s  a n d or a n ge g rove s  
p revailed. W e  we re  goin g  to  Flo rid a  at leas t u n til t he a wfu l win te r  
was over.

Wit hin  a few wee k s  w e  we re  o n  o u r  w a y sou th. W e  d rove  t h ro ugh  
Kent ucky, Te n n es see a n d G e o r g i a . T h e  fa r t h er  sou th we d rove  the 
war mer it was and the h a p pie r  I bec a m e. It  felt  so “ righ t . ”

A  t e m p o r a r y  s t a n d s t i l l

In Florida we m ove d  righ t in to t he ot h er  side o f  the d u plex R o y  
and his fa mily we re  in a n d set tled  d ow n . I w a s  in con t act  wit h  the 
Lodge back home a n d t h ey t hough t I wo u ld  soo n  be b ack. S o  did  
I but I felt  no co m p u ls io n  to be in a h u rry a bou t it. M y  d egr ee  
instructor fin ally w ro te  a n d told  m e that t he ot h er  t w o  m e n  w h o had 
been initia ted as E n tered Ap p re n tice s  wit h  m e w e r e  alre a dy M a s te r  
Mason s (had co m ple ted  t he fir s t  t h ree d egr ee s); he wa n ted  to k n ow 
when I wo uld be co m in g b ack a n d w a s  co n cer n ed  that I wo u ld  not 
be able to rem e m ber the m a te rial afte r  s o lo n g a tim e. Ac t u a lly ,  I 
did remember it —  ve ry  w ell —  fo r  I fr eq u e n tly we n t  ov e r  a ll o f  it 
in my mind. I re m e m b ered  it t h ou gh  I had not bee n  a ble to  a t ten d 
even  the first t r aining ses sion  wit h  the in s t r u ctor  b efo r e  le a vin g fo r  
Florida.

It was s uggested that I m igh t  be a ble to g o  o n  wit h  the d egree  
work right there in Flo rid a  so I in q u ired  a bou t it. I lea r n ed that, wit h  
a letter from the Lo d g e  b ack ho m e, I co u ld  con tin u e in Flo rid a  as 
a “ courtesy ca n did a te”  a n d fin is h  all t h ree d egree s  righ t t here. 
Since I had alrea dy p aid  fo r  all t h ree o f  the Blu e D egr ee s ,  2, it 
wo uld n’ t cost m e a nyt h in g to ta ke the d egree s  in Florid a . I w a s  d e-
lighted, made the neces s a ry a r r a ngem e n t s , a n d im m e dia tely c o m -
menced the m e m ory wor k  wit h  an in s t r u ctor  fro m  the loc al lo d ge .

S o  w h y  l e a v e ?

Mea nwhile, I a p plied  fo r  a jo b  wit h  the C ity  Por t  A u t h o rity and 
wa s accepted. Bo n n ie had a goo d  jo b ,  a lre a dy, a n d we  we re  d oin g 
fin e. Spring had co m e a n d cold  we a t h e r  wa s  ove r  b ack h o m e but



3 4

t hough t s  o f  re t u r ning to the Nor t h  we re  r a pidly lo s in g t h eir  a p peal. 
W e  t a lked  it ove r ,  disc u s sed it wit h  R o y  a nd his w ife  a n d co n sid -
e red  the fact s  that w e  both had go o d  jo b s  w h ere  w e  we r e ,  had no 
jo b s  b ack h o m e, a n d lik e d  Flo rid a  be t te r  eac h  d ay. So,  w e  rea -
son ed. w h y le a ve ?  W e  d ecid e d  to s tay righ t w h ere w e  were, at lea s t 
fo r  the fo r e s ee a b le  fu t u re.

B a c k  i n t o  t h e  c r a f t

It  m ay see m  that m y a rden t s eekin g in to F ree m a so n ry h ad been  
in ter r u pted, that it h ad been  dis pla ced  in m y l if e ’ s go a ls  a n d valu es , 
b u t it h a d n’ t bee n  —  not at all.  I h ad bee n  p reocc u pie d  wit h  the 
m ove  to  Flo rid a  a n d the search fo r  a goo d  jo b  t here, but ac t u ally all 
t his h ad o n ly in volve d  a fe w  mon t h s . I h ad con tin u ed  to rehea rse 
the secret  d egr ee  wor k  in m y min d  all t he w h ile  a nd I h ad kept in 
touch wit h  the Lo d g e  in In dia n a polis . T h e r e  h ad been  a lit tle  “ tim e 
o u t . *’ but n o real c h a n ge in m y heart.

Wit h  m y accep t a n ce b y the Flo rid a  Lo d g e  as a co u r te sy c a n di-
d a te fo r  the rest o f  t he Blu e D egree s , I s tep ped  righ t b ack in to m y 
a c tive p ur s uit o f  the M a s o n ic  m ou n tain top .

I wa s  soo n  re a dy fo r  the or al ex a m in a tio n  fo r  the E n tered 
Ap p re n tice  D eg r e e  a nd in itia tion  in to t he F ellow c r a ft  D egr ee .  I 
h ad n eve r  ce a s ed  to re m e m b er  a n d to  p rep a re, a nd wa s a n xio u s  to 
p rocee d  wit h  it.

A  f e l l o w  c r a f t  m a s o n

Alt h o u g h  I wa s  n ow in a not h er  Gr a n d  Lo d g e  (e a c h  state is a 
sep a ra te “ Gr a n d  Lo d g e”  a n d, in m a ny w ays ,  in depe n de n t o f  the 
ot h er s) a n d in the Sou t h er n  J u ris dic tio n 3, t hings  w e r e  e s s e n tia lly 
t he s a me in Flo rid a  a nd I felt  a b a sic fa m ilia r ity  wit h  wh a t wa s  
h a p pe nin g as I w a s  b ein g p rep a red  fo r  t he F ellow c r a ft  in itia tion . 
W h e n  I a r rive d  at the Lo d g e  H all a n d wa s  le d  in to the Prep a r a tio n  
Roo m  I w a s  m u ch  m ore rela xed  than I h ad bee n  that fir s t  tim e a fe w  
mon t h s  e a r lie r  in In dia n a polis . T h e r e  we re  t h ree ot h e r  men  to be 
ex a m in e d  wit h  m e, in clu din g on e w h o h ad p revio u s ly taken the 
exa m in a tio n  a n d fa ile d  it. W e  w a ite d  in o u r  s treet clot h es  w h ile  the 
Wo r s h ipfu l M a s te r  op e n ed  the Lo d g e  in the M a s te r  M a s o n ’ s



Degree (t h e Lo d g e  is a lw a ys  o p e n e d  in the M a s te r  M a s o n ’ s d egr ee  
when ca n did a tes  a re to be ex a m in e d  fo r  t he Blu e D egr ee s ).  T h e n  
the Lo d ge  wa s  “ c a lle d  o f f ’ to  t he E n te red  A p p r e n tice  D egr e e  fo r  
the exa m in a tio n  a n d the S e n io r  De a co n  e s cor ted  us in to the Lo d g e  
Hall, p la cin g us n ea r  the alta r.

O u r in s t r u ctor h a d n ow c h a n ged  role s  a n d b eco m e o u r  ex a m in er ,  
as we h ad k n ow n  he wo u ld  do. H e  took  his  pla ce at t he we s t  side 
o f  the alta r, fa cin g us, a n d bega n  to  a sk us the q u es tio n s  fo r  w h ic h  
w e  had been  p rep a red. N o  o n e o f  us wa s  a s ked all t he q u es tio n s; 
but, o f  co u r se, it wa s  n eces s a ry fo r  eac h  o f  us to  k n ow all the 
a n swers  fo r  w e  co u ld n ’ t k n ow w h ic h  on es  w e  wo u ld  be a s ked.

W e  a n swered  his  q u es tion s  in or der , wit h o u t  a fl a w ,  a n d we re  
then e s cor ted  b ack  to  the Prep a r a tio n  R oo m  to w a it  w h ile  the 
Lo d ge  m e m ber s  vo te d  on  w h e t h e r  to  awa r d  the d egr ee  to u s 4

Aft e r  a  r a t her s hort tim e, the J u nior De a co n  c a m e in to the 
Prep a ra tion  R oo m  a n d told  us that w e  h ad all been  a ccep ted  a n d 
awa rded the E n te red  Ap p re n tice  D egr ee .  W e  we re  all p le a s ed , but 
not too s u rprised, a n d we re  im m e dia tely told  to r e m ove  o u r  clot h es  
to p repa re fo r  in itia tio n  in to the F ellow c r a ft  (S e c o n d ) D egr ee .  W e  
u n dressed a n d we re  give n  p aja m a  top s  a n d bot to m s , ve ry  s im ila r  
to t hose I r e m e m b ered  fro m  t he E n te red  Ap p re n tice  in itia tio n , a n d, 
again, o n e slip per . T h is  tim e, h ow eve r ,  w e  we re  told  to  put the o n e 
slip per  on  the left  foo t ,  le a vin g the righ t o n e b a re. T h e  righ t leg  o f  
the trou sers w a s  rolle d  up a b ove  the k n ee a n d t he righ t a r m left  ou t 
o f  the top  le a vin g t he righ t s ide o f  the to r so n a ked.

W e  we re  rea dy, but this tim e I wa s  not to be fir s t; t he m a n w h o 
h ad fa ile d  a nd bee n  fo r ce d  to ret a ke his  exa m in a tio n  wa s  t a ken  in to 
the Lo d ge  R oo m  fo r  in itia tion  fir s t .

W h e n  the fir s t  m a n  h ad co m ple t e d  the in itia tion , put his s treet 
clot h es  b ack o n  a nd been  sea ted in the Lo d g e  H a ll to  wa tc h  the rest 
o f  us, it wa s m y turn.

I was h ood win k e d , ju s t like b efo re .  Bu t w h e n  the c a b le tow  wa s 
tied  on to m e it wa s  not put a rou n d m y n eck; in s tead, it wa s  wo u n d  
twice  a rou n d m y righ t a r m. T h e  S tew a r d  led  m e to  t he in n er  d oo r  
and told  m e to g iv e  t h ree raps. Aft e r  a  b r ief d ela y,  t here we re  t h ree 
a n swering raps o n  the ot h e r  side o f  t he door .  T h e  S tew a r d  op e n e d  
the door  ju s t e n o u gh  to a llow  disc u s sio n  a n d the q u e s tio n  wa s
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a s ked (it  w a s  the S e n io r  De a co n , as in the fir s t  d egr ee),  “ W h o  
co m e s  h ere?  ”

T h e S tew a r d , w h o  wa s  h old in g o n to m e, r eplied , “ A  b rot h er  w h o 
has been  r eg u la rly in itia ted  an E n tered Ap p re n tice  a n d n ow desires  
to r eceive  a d ditio n al ligh t  in M a s o n ry by b ein g p a s sed to the d egree  
o f  F ellow c r a ft .  ”

I wa s t hen a s ked by the S e n io r  De a co n , “ Is  t his  an act o f  yo u r  ow n  
fr ee  w ill a n d a cco r d ?  ” a n d I r ep lie d ,  “ It is . ”

T h is  tim e t h ings  we re  not so s t r a nge a n d n ew; in fact, I co u ld  
a n ticip a te so m e o f  it b efo r e  it took  place. I wa s  m u ch  m ore rela xed . 
T h e  S e n io r  De a co n  a s ked t he S tew a r d  i f  I w e r e  d u ly and t r uly 
p rep a red a n d i f  I we re  w ell q u a lifie d .

T o  bot h , the S tew a r d  r ep lie d  that I wa s.
T h e  S e n io r  De a co n  a s ked the S tew a r d  i f  I h ad m a de s uit a ble 

p roficie n cy in the p rece d in g d egree, a n d wa s  told  that I had. T h e  
S e n ior  De a co n  then a s ked “ by wh a t  fu r t h er  righ t o r  b e n efit”  I 
ex p ec te d  to ga in  a d mis sion . T h e  S tew a r d  replie d , “ B y  be n efit  o f  
the Pa s s . ”

T h e S tew a r d  wa s  then a s ked if  I had the pass a n d replied  that I did  
not, but that he h ad it fo r  m e.

T h e  d oo r  wa s  op e n e d  ju s t  e n o u gh  fo r  the S tew a r d  to  w h is p e r  the 
p a s swor d  to  t he S e n io r  De a co n  w h o  then s aid, “ Le t  him  wait u n til 
t he Wo r s h ipfu l M a s te r  is in fo r m e d  o f  his  req u es t  a n d his a n swer  
ret u r n ed. ”

T h e d oo r  w a s  clo s e d . Aft e r  a s hort d elay t he d oo r  wa s  ope n ed  and 
the S e n ior  D e a co n  s aid fro m  righ t  in fron t o f  m e that it was the w ill 
o f  the Wo r s h ipfu l M a s te r  that I e n ter  the Lo d g e  o f  F ellow  craft s  and 
that I be r eceive d  “ in d u e a n d a ncie n t  fo r m .  ” Th a t  part sou n ded ve ry 
fa m ilia r .

Th e S e n io r  De a co n  then s aid to m e, “ M y  brot her , it is the w ill o f  
the Wo r s h ipfu l M a s te r  that yo u  be r eceive d  in to t his  Lo d ge  u pon 
the a n gle o f  a sq u a re at yo u r  n a ked righ t breas t, w h ic h  is to teach 
yo u  that the sq u a re o f  vir t u e s ho uld be a  r ule a n d g u id e to yo u r  
con d u ct in all yo u r  fu t u re a c tio n  wit h  m a n kin d  a n d m ore e s p ecia lly 
wit h  a b rot h er  M a so n . ”

A s  he wa s  s ayin g this, he p res sed the poin t  o f  t he sq u a re in to m y 
b are ch es t; it wa s  u n co mfor t a ble ,  but n ot h in g lik e  as p ainfu l as the
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co m p a s s  poin t s  p re s sed  in to m e in the fir s t  in itia tion . H e then took  
m e fir m ly  by m y b are righ t ar m a n d bega n  to le a d  m e a rou n d the 
roo m . It is a w k w a r d  to  w alk  in a s t r a nge pla ce b lin dfold e d ,  eve n  
wh en  b ein g le d  a lo n g; t h ere is a lw a ys  t he t hough t that yo u  are abou t 
to  run in to so m et h in g.

In this way I made my way around the Lodge Hall and, as we 
p a s sed cer t ain  pla ces , I hea rd t a p ping sou n ds, tw o  eac h  tim e. W e  
s ee m ed  to be goi n g  a rou n d again , a n d t his tim e s top ped  (a t the 
s t a tion  o f  the J u nior W a r d e n ) a n d t here we re  t h ree taps. T h e  s a me 
q u es tion s  a n d a n swer s  that we re  exc h a n ge d  at t he d oo r  we re  
repea ted.

Th e n  the J u nior W a r d e n  a s ked, “ H a s  he the p a s swor d ?  ”
T h e  S e n io r  D e a co n  replie d , “ H e has it not; I h ave it fo r  h im . ”
U po n  b ein g told  to  a dva n ce a n d g ive  the p a s swor d , the S e n io r  

De a co n  did  so, s ayin g “ S H IB B O L E T H .  ” T h e  J u nior W a r d e n  
replied , “ Rig h t .  Pa s s  o n .  ”

W e  bega n  m ovin g  again  a n d s top ped  as b efo r e  (t h is  tim e it wa s 
at the s t a tion o f  the S e n io r  W a r d e n ).  T h e  s a me q u es tio n s  a n d 
a n swer s  we re  exc h a n ge d  a n d the S e n io r  W a r d e n  direc ted  that I be 
co n d u cted  to  the W o r s h ipfu l M a s te r  in the East fo r  fin a l in s tr u c-
tion . W e  bega n  m ovi n g  again  a n d s top ped  at t he M a s t e r ’ s s t a tion . 
Here the ve ry  s a m e q u es tion s  w e r e  a s ked a n d the ve ry  s a me replie s  
give n .  (T h e  s im ila rity wit h  t he E n te red  Ap p re n tice  in itia tion  rit u al 
wa s  apparen t to m e, eve n  at t he t im e.  ) T h e  Wo r s h ipfu l M a s te r  then 
direc ted  that I be ret u rned to t he S e n io r  W a r d e n  in t he We s t  w h o 
wo u ld  in s tr uct m e in the p rop er  m a n n er  in w h ic h  to a p p roac h  the 
East. S o b ack  to the S e n io r  W a r d e n ’ s s t a tion w e  we n t  a n d he s aid 
that the S e n io r  De a co n  s ho uld  so in str uct m e.

T h e  t ho ugh t that t his w a s  a wa s ted  t rip flic k e r e d  acros s  m y min d  
wh e n  the S e n io r  D e a co n  t u r ned m e a rou n d (fa c in g  t he E a s t) a nd 
told  m e to s tep o ff  wit h  m y left  foo t  as an E n te red  Ap p re n tice ,  then 
t a ke a s tep wit h  m y righ t foo t ,  b rin gin g the h eel o f  m y left  foo t  up 
to the h ollow  (in s te p) o f  t he righ t  o n e, fo r m in g the a n gle o f  an 
o b lo n g squ are (t h e Ta u  C ro s s).

T h is  wa s  ju s t t he w a y I h a d don e it in the fir s t  in itia tion , exce p t  
that the ex t r a  s tep res ulted  in r eve r s in g the Ta u  C ro s s  m a de wit h  m y 
fee t .  Th e n , as b efo re ,  t he Se n io r  De a co n  s u d de nly a n d lo u dly s aid
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in m y ea r , “ S T A N D  E R E C T! ” T h is  tim e I r a ther ex p ec te d  it, so 
w a s n ’ t s t a r tled as I wa s  t he fir s t  tim e, but it s till h a d a s t r a nge effe c t  
on  me that I d id n ’ t u n ders ta n d.

Th e n  the Wo r s h ipfu l M a s te r  bega n  to s pea k fro m  d ir ec tly in fron t  
o f  m e. H e  s aid that o u r  k n owle d ge  as Ma so n s  is p rogr e s s ive  a n d ou r 
o b lig a tio n  is s im ila r ly p rogre s s ive  a nd bin ding. B u t he g a ve  m e the 
s a me a s s u ra nce as h ad been  give n  in t he E n te red  Ap p re n tice  
in itia tion  that n ot h in g in m y oa th  o r  o b lig a tio n  wo u ld  co n flic t  wit h  
m y d u ty to  m y G o d ,  m y co u n try, m y n eig h b or  o r  m y s elf,  but s aid 
it wo u ld  m e r ely bin d  m e m ore clo s ely  to the b rot h er s  o f  the Lo d ge .

H e then a s ked m e w h et h er , wit h  that a s s u ra nce, I we re  w illi n g  to 
p roceed , a n d I s aid, “ I a m . ” H e  then told  the S e n io r  De a co n  to pla ce 
m e “ in d u e fo r m ”  at the alt a r to be m a de a F ellow c r a ft .

T h e  S e n io r  De a co n  s aid  to  m e, “ A d v a n ce! K n e el on  yo u r  n a ked 
righ t  k n ee, yo u r  left  fo r m in g a squ are, yo u r  b o dy erec t ,  yo u r  righ t 
ha nd res tin g on  the H o ly  Bib le ,  squ are a n d co m p a s s , yo u r  left  
e lb ow  fo r m in g a righ t a n gle ,  s u ppor ted by t he sq u a re. ” H e h elped  
m e to ge t  in to t his positio n , a n d then said to  t he Ma s te r , “ T h e  c a n di-
d a te is in d u e fo r m , Wo r s h ipfu l Ma s te r . ” T h e r e  we re  t h ree raps o f  
a g a vel,  so m e s h u fflin g nois es , a n d the M a s te r  s aid, “ Yo u  w ill re-
pea t yo u r  n a m e a n d repea t  afte r  m e: “ I, J a mes D . S h aw, o f  m y ow n  
fr ee  w ill a n d a ccor d , in t he p re se n ce o f  Al m ig h ty  G o d  a n d this 
Wo r s h ipfu l Lo d g e ,  d o h ereby a n d hereon  s ole m n ly a n d s in ce rely 
p ro mise a n d swe a r .  ” I r e a ffir m e d  the oath that I h ad taken as an E n -
tered A p p r e n tice  a n d s wor e  not to reve al a ny o f  t he secret s  o f  a F el-
low c r aft  M a s o n  to  a ny E n tered Ap p re n tice  o r  to  a ny “ p rofa n e per-
son . ”5 I p ro m is e d  to  a bid e by the laws , r ules  a n d reg u la tio n s  o f  a 
F ellow c r a ft  Lo d g e  a n d that I wo u ld  res pon d to  d egree. Th e n  I 
swore  not to c hea t  o r  defr a u d , k n owin gly,  a F ellow c r a ft  Lo d g e  o r  
a b rot her  o f  that d e g r e e .  6 T o  all t his I swore, “ bin din g m y s e lf u n der 
n o les s a p e n alty than that o f  h avin g m y left  breas t to m  ope n , m y 
heart plu ck ed  ou t a n d give n  to the beas ts  o f  the fie ld  a n d fo w ls  o f  
the air  as a p r ey”  s ho uld  I eve r  k n owin gly o r  w illi n gly  viola t e  the 
oa th.

T h e  Wo r s h ipfu l M a s te r  then s aid, “ In toke n  o f  yo u r  sin cerity, 
kis s  t he H oly  B ib le  op e n  b efo re  yo u . ” A s  I h ad d o n e in the fir s t
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initia tion , I le a n ed  fo rw a r d  a nd kis sed  the Bib le .  It g a ve  m e a 
s tr a nge sen s a tion .

T h e  M a s te r  then told  the S e n io r  De a co n  that, s in ce I wa s  bo u n d 
to the Lo d g e  by an oa th  w h ic h  ca n not  be b roke n  (a  bo n d  m uch 
s t ronger  than a ny ro p e) that he wa s  to  r e m ove  the c a b le tow  fro m  
m y arm. A s  soon  as it wa s  r e m ove d , the M a s te r  a s ked m e w h a t I 
mos t desired . P ro m p te d  by the S e n io r  De a co n , I r eplie d , “ F u r t her 
lig h t”  (b y  t his tim e, I k n ew bet ter  than to ask fo r  cold  w a te r).

T h e  M a s te r  then s aid, “ F u r t her  lig h t  b ein g yo u r  desire, yo u  s h all 
r eceive  it. ” A s  in the f irst d egree ,  the b rot her s  c a m e d ow n  a n d l in ed 
up on eit h e r  side o f  m e a n d, as t h ey a n d the M a s te r  cla p p ed  t h eir  
ha nds, t he h oo d win k  wa s  r e m ove d  fro m  m y eye s .  Th e n  the M a s te r  
c a lle d  m y a t ten tion  to the fa c t  that t his tim e o n e poin t  o f  the 
com p a s s  wa s  hid de n  benea t h  t he sq u a re, w h ic h  wa s  to  teach  m e 
that t here w e r e  s till m ore  secret s  hid de n  fro m  m y vie w .  H e  then 
a p p roac h ed the alt a r  and de m o n s tr a ted  the d u e-gu a rd  a n d sign  o f  
a F ellow c r a ft  Ma so n . T h e  d u e-gu a rd  con sis ted  o f  t he righ t a r m 
exte n ded , ju s t  b elow  t he ches t, p a lm -dow n , a n d the left  a r m raised  
to for m  a righ t a n gle ,  ju s t as m in e had been  w h ile  t a kin g the oa th . 
T h e  sign  wa s  give n  by r aisin g t he righ t  h a nd to the left  b rea s t a nd 
d r a win g it s w ift ly  acros s  t he ch es t as i f  te a rin g it ope n  wit h  cla w s  
a n d then d ro p pin g the h a nd to the side, all in o n e m otio n .

Th e M a s te r  t hen exte n d e d  his righ t  h a nd to m e “ in toke n  o f  
b rot h erly love  a n d co n fid e n c e”  a n d de m on s tr a ted  t he pass g r ip  by 
s h a king ha nds a n d p re s sing his  t h u m b be twee n  the fir s t  a n d s eco n d  
fin ge r s  w h ere  t h ey jo i n  t he ha nd. H e g a ve  m e t he wo r d ,  t he n a me 
o f  the pass grip , “ S H IB B O L E T H .  ”

Nex t  c a m e the "r e a l g r ip ,  ” m a de by p u t ting the t h u m b on  t he fir s t  
k n u ckle o f  t he s eco n d  fin ge r  s o that eac h  can s tick the n ail o f  his 
t h u mb in to the k n u ckle o f  the ot her. T h e  n a me wa s  give n  to m e as 
“ J A C H IN ,  ” s poke n  in the fo llo w i n g  m a n ner.

W h ile  g ivi n g  the grip ,  yo u  s ay, “ W h a t  is t h is ? ”; t he a n swer  is “ A  
grip .  ” Th e n , “ A  grip  o f  w h a t?  ”; t he r eply is “ T h e  g r ip  o f  a 
F ellow c r a ft  M a s o n . ” Q u e s tio n : “ Ha s  it a n a m e? ”; r e p ly: “ It  h a s. ” 
Nex t  yo u  s ay, “ G ive  it m e .  ” R e p ly: “ I w ill  le t te r  it o r  h a lve  it .  ” Th e n  
yo u  s ay, “ H a lve  it a n d b egin .  ” A n s w e r : “ N a y,  yo u  b egin .  ” Ag a in  
yo u  s ay, “ Yo u  b egin .  ”T h e  r ep ly: “ J a. ” M y  res pon se: “ C h in .  ”T h e n  
he replie s: “ J achin; righ t b rot h er , I gree t  yo u .  ” It  w a s  all so 
co m plic a te d  but I co u ld  o n ly accep t  it.
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Th e n  the M a s te r  go t  an a p ron  a nd put it o n  m e wit h  a p p rop ria te 
rem ark s a bo u t  its im por t a n ce. T h e  S e n io r  W a r d e n  t u cked the 
low e r  left  c o rne r  u n der  the top. I w a s  then e s co r t e d  by the S e n io r  
De a co n  to the s t a tion  o f  t he Wo r s h ipfu l M a s te r  in t he Ea s t w h o 
prese n ted  a nd ex pla in e d  the s ig n ific a n ce  o f  “ t he tools  o f  a  F e l
low c r aft  M a s o n ,  ” the plu m b, squ are, a n d level,  a p p lyin g t h em  to 
p rin ciple s  o f  vir t u e a n d m or ality.

H e  then s aid, “ I fu r t her p rese n t yo u  wit h  t h ree p recio u s  je w els ;  
t h eir  n a m es  a re Fait h , H o p e  a n d C h a rity. T h e y  teac h  us to h ave 
fait h  in t he Gr a n d  Ar c h it ec t  o f  the U n ive r s e ,  h ope in im m or t a lity 
a n d c h a rity to all m a n kin d, m ore  e s p ecia lly  a b rot h er  M a s o n . ”

Th e n  he direc te d  the S e n io r  De a co n  to  con d u ct  m e “ ou t o f  the 
Lo d ge  R o o m ”  a n d to “ rein ve s t  h im  wit h  that o f  w h ic h  he h a s been  
d ive s te d”  (i n  or din a ry la ngu age, to take m e b ack to  t he Prep a r a tio n  
Roo m  a n d le t m e put m y clo t h e s  b ack  o n ).

M y  F ellow c r a ft  in itia tion  wa s  alm os t  co m ple t e d ,  and I wa s  
fe elin g  p ret ty goo d  a bou t it.

W h e n  I h ad re-d res sed  I wa s  rea d mit ted  to the Lo d g e  H a ll a nd 
sea ted. I wa s  told  that o u r  forefa t h er s , t he a n cie n t M a s o n ic  b re t h -
ren , wor k e d  at t he b u ild in g o f  Ki n g  S olo m o n ’s Te m ple  a nd m a ny 
ot h er  e d ifice s ,  M a s o n ic  b u ildings , ca t h ed r als  a n d t h e like.

T h e  S e n io r  D e a co n  d e s c rib ed  the t w o  colu m n s  (o r  p illa r s ) o f  the 
Te m ple ,  s aid t he n a m e o f  t h e left  o n e is B o a z,  a n d that o f  the righ t 
o n e J achin. H e a ls o we n t  in to co n sid e r a ble  d e t a il in d e s c rib in g the 
s y m b olic  s ig n ific a n ce  o f  the d ecor a tio n s  on  t h em.

Th e n  the M a s te r  s aid that I h ad bee n  a d m it ted  to the “ Mid d le  
C h a m b er”  o f  Ki n g  S o lo m o n ’ s Te m p le  fo r  the expla n a tio n  o f  the 
le t te r  “ G .  ” H e s aid that it de n ote s  “ D eity”  b efo r e  w h o m  w e  ou gh t 
all to b ow  in r eve re n ce to wor s h ip  a n d a dore. H e  s aid  that it a lso 
de notes  “ G e o m e t ry”  by m ea n s  o f  w h ic h  “ w e  m ay t r ack Na t u re 
t h rough  h er  va rio u s  win din gs  to her m os t co n ce a le d  reces ses . ” He 
s aid that by m ea n s  o f  geo m e t ry w e  m ay be t te r  co m p re h e n d  the 
p e rfec tio n  o f  Na t u re a n d the “ good n e s s  o f  the Grea t  A r t ific e r  o f  the 
U n ive r s e .  ”

Wit h  t his b r ief lec t u re on  the le t ter  “ G ”  m y in itia tio n  e n d ed  and 
I wa tc h ed  as t he re m ain in g ca n did a te w a s  initia ted . A s  w a s  the ca se
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wh en  I w a s  in itia ted  in to the E n te red  Ap p re n tice  D egr ee ,  m y 
w a tc h ing t he ot h e r  m a n not o n ly h elp ed  m e to u n der s t a n d it all 
better, but h elped  m e to  be o ff  to a go o d  start in m e m o rizin g it all 
fo r  m y co m in g ex a m in a tio n  in the d egree. I wa s  b ack on  the 
M a s o n ic  p a t h w ay a n d p ic k in g up s peed.Footnotes

1Th e e x a ct  a m o u n t o f  tim e  re q u ire d  f o r  th is  v arie s  d e p e n d in g  on  ho w  q u ic k ly  th e  
ca n d id a te  ca n  m e m oriz e  th e  m a t e ria l re q u ire d , h u t is  u s u a lly  co m p le te d  in  4 -6  
week s.

2B a s ic Fre e m a s o n r y  con s is t s  o f  th e  f ir s t  t hre e  d e gre e s : E n tere d  A p pre n tice ,  
F ello w cra ft, a n d  M a s te r M a s o n . Th e s e  co n s tit u t e  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  a ll  M a s o n r y  
a n d  are  co n fe rre d  a n d  co n d u ct e d  in  th e  lo c a l,  ho m eto w n  lo d g e . Th e  lo d g e  is  
re ferre d  to  a s  " B lu e  L o d g e ,  "  a n d  th e  f ir s t  t hre e  d egre e s  a s  th e " B lu e  D e gre e s , "  
b eca u s e  o f  th e  im p ort a n ce  o f  t h e  b lu e  s k y  a n d  it s  h e a v e nly  h o s t o f  s tars  a n d  
pla n et s . A s trolo g y  is  e x tre m ely  im p ort a n t  to  M a s onry , a n d  it  is  a ls o  im p ort a n t  
th a t a n cie n t p a g a n s  w ors h ip e d  o n  h ig h  p la ce s  ( h ill  to p s ) " u n d e r th e  s ta rry  
ca n op y  o f  h e a v e n . "

’A m e ric a n  Fre e m a s on y  (B lu e  L o d g e  a n d  S cot tis h  R it e ) is  d iv id e d  in to  t w o  
ju ri s d ic tio n s .  Th e  N ort h ern  J u ri s d ic tio n  in clu d e s  15 n ort h ern  a n d  n ort h e a s tern  
s ta te s: th e  m u c h -la rg e r S ou t h ern  J u ri s d ic tio n  in clu d e s  th e o t h e r 3 5  s ta te s , p lu s  
a ll U. S. t e rritorie s  a n d  tru s t s .

4This  v o tin g  is  d on e  w ith  w hite  a n d  b la c k  b a ll s , d ro p p e d  in to  a b o x . A  w hite  
b a ll is a  “ y e s " vote, a n d  a  b la c k  b a ll is  a  “ n o "  vote. I f  t h ere  is  eve n o n e  b la c k  b a ll  
in  th e  b ox . t h e  ca n d id a te  is  n o t  a cc e p t e d  f o r  th e  d egre e . A ll  s uch  v o tin g  is  d on e  
w hile  th e  Lo d g e  is  in  s e s sion  in  th e  M a s t e r M a s o n  ( 3 r d ) d egree , a n d  o n ly  3 r d  
D e gre e  (M a s t e r) M a s on s  ca n  ta k e p a rt .

5A ll  n o n -M a s o n s  are, a ccor d in g  to  M a s o n ic  la w  a n d  tra d itio n ,  “ p ro f a n e ”  

p ers on s . T h is  in clu d e s  th e M a s o n ’s wife, c h ild re n  a n d  p are n t s , u nle s s  the y, too ,  
a re  Ma s on s . Th e  E n glis h  w ord  “p ro f a n e "  is  d eriv e d  f ro m  th e  L a tin  w ord  
“p ro f a n i s ,  "  m e a n in g  "b e fore , o r  ou t s id e , th e t e m ple .  "  h e n ce  n o t  holy , n ot  cle a n ,  
d e b a s e d  a n d  u n w orth y , a t h in g  to  b e  a v oid e d  f o r  it  w ould  co n t a m in a te  th e  h oly  
a n d  cle a n  one s . I f  y ou  a re  n ot  a M a s o n , this  is  w h at y ou  a re  to  th e  M a s o n ic  w orld .  
See, in th is  re g a rd , 1 Tim ot h y  1 : 9-1 1  f o r  th e  B ib le  m e a n in g  o f  "p ro f a n e .  "

6N ote  t h a t th ere  is  n o  p ro m is e  n ot  to  c h e a t  o r  d e fra u d  th e "p ro f a n e . ” T h a t s ee m s  
to  b e  a cc e p te d  in  M a s o n ic  m ora lit y . S ee  A p p e n d ix  C , "M a s o n ic  M or a lit y .  ”



5 Master 
Ma son

For the n ext tw o  wee k s  the t h ree o f  us a t te n ded t r ain ing ses sion s  
at the Lo d g e  t h ree nigh t s  a wee k . O n ce  again , it s ee m ed  e a sy a nd 
natu ral fo r  m e to lea r n t he secret  d egree  wor k . I wa s  gla d  to h ave 
the fir s t  tw o  d egree s  be h in d  m e a n d wa s  e a ge r  to ge t  on  wit h  the 
wor k  a n d b eco m e a M a s te r  M a so n . I r e a lly lik e d  the g r ow in g  sen se 
o f  accep t a n ce m y co m m it m e n t  to the Lo d g e  g a ve  m e; t hose m en  
were d evo t in g  tim e a nd e n e rgy to m e a nd m y p rogre s s  in the C r aft  
a n d the fe elin g  o f  b elo n gin g did  s o m et h in g goo d  fo r  m e —  
so m et h in g I h ad wa n ted  fo r  a ve ry  lo n g tim e a n d not k n ow n .

A t  t he en d o f  t w o  w ee k s  (w h ic h  p a s sed ve ry  q u ic k ly) w e  m et  at 
t he Lo d ge  fo r  o u r  ex a m in a tio n  in the F ellow c r a ft  D egr e e  a n d 
in itia tion  in to t he M a s te r  M a s o n  D egr ee .  O n ce  again , w e  w a ite d  in 
the Prep a r a tion  R oo m  in o u r  s treet clo t h e s  w h ile  the Wo r s h ipfu l 
Ma s ter  op e n ed  the lo d ge  in the M a s te r  M a s o n ’ s D egr e e  a n d then 
“ c a lle d  it o f f ’ to the F ellow c r a ft  D egr ee  fo r  exa m in a tio n .

T h e S e n io r  De a co n  e s cor ted  us in to the Lo d g e  H a ll a n d pla ce d  us, 
as b efo re ,  fa cin g the alt a r a nd the Wo r s h ipfu l Ma s te r . O u r  in s tr u c-
tor, w h o wa s  n ow o u r ex a m in e r ,  s tood  (a s  b efo r e) fa cin g us wit h  
his b ack to the alta r. I felt  a s t r a nge m ixt u re o f  a p p re h e n sion  and 
e age r  co n fid e n ce  —  lik e  a well- t r a in e d  a t hlete at t he start o f  a r ace. 
I wa s rea dy.

T h e ex a m in e r  q u e s tio n ed  us in turn a nd w e  all g a ve  the cor rec t  
a n swers; alt h ough  n o o n e o f  us w a s  a s ked all o f  the q u es tio n s , I
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co u ld  h ave a n swered  t hem all.  W e  w e r e  t hen e s cor ted  b ack in to the 
Prep a r a tion  R oo m  to aw ait  the vo t in g  by the m e m ber s h ip .

T h ey  d id n 't  t a ke m u ch  tim e in the vo t in g  a n d t he J u nior  De a co n  
ca m e in to t he roo m  to a n nou nce that w e  h a d all been  a ccep ted . 
T h e r e  h ad been  n o bla ck  b alls  in the b a llo t  b ox; “ t he b allo t  wa s  
clear. ” We were Fellowcraft Masons!

Im m e dia tely I wa s  told  to r e m ove  m y clo t h e s  a nd p rep a re fo r  
in itia tion  in to the M a s te r  M a s o n  d egree .  T h e  ot h er s  wo u ld  be 
initia ted  in the fo llo w i n g  week s; I w a s  to be in itia ted  alo n e. I put 
on  the s a m e p aja m a -lik e bot to m s  as b efo r e ,  but t his  tim e both legs  
were rolle d  u p a b ove  the k nees: a nd bot h  fee t  w e r e  left  bare. I wa s  
not give n  the s hirt to put on  a nd wa s  left  n a ked a b ove  the wais t. T h e  
c a b le tow w a s  wo u n d  abou t m y body t h ree tim e s  at the wais t and 
then I wa s  h oo d win k e d . I co u ld  see n ot h in g at all —  not eve n  a ny 
ligh t.

T h e  s a m e q u es tio n s  as b efo re  w e r e  a s ked a n d a n swered  at the 
d oo r  a n d I wa s  led  t h rough  the d oo r  a n d in to the Lo d g e  R oo m . T h e  
S e n io r  De a co n  said, ‘ ‘ B rot h er  J a mes, yo u  a re r eceive d  in to this 
Lo d g e  o f  M a s te r  Ma so n s  u pon t he poin t s  o f  t he co m p a s s  ex te n d -
in g fro m  yo u r  righ t to left  b reas t, w h ic h  is to  teach  yo u  that, as the 
mos t  vit a l part s o f  the m a n a re co n t ain ed  b e twee n  the breas ts , so are 
the mos t valu a ble tenets  o f  M a s o n ry co n t ain ed  b e twee n  the tw o  
ex t re m e poin t s  o f  the co m p a s s , w h ic h  a re vir t u e, m or a lity and 
b rot h erly love .  ” T h e  co m p a s s  poin t s  w e r e  s h arp a n d I felt  t hem as 
he m a de his  te a c hin g poin t s .

Aft e r  b ein g r eceive d  at the door ,  I w a s  led  to  the Wo r s h ipfu l 
M a s te r  w h o  a s ked fo r  the p a s swor d . T h e  S e n io r  D e a co n , in a 
w his per , co m m u nic a ted  it to h im , fo r  m e, “ T u b a l- C a i n .  ” T h e n  I 
w a s  led by the S e n io r  De a co n  a rou n d the roo m  as b efo re ,  s top ping 
at the s t a tion  o f  the J u nior  W a r d e n , w h o sen t m e to the S e n io r  
Wa r d e n , w h o then direc ted  that I be p la ce d  at t he alt a r in d u e for m  
to  r eceive  the ob lig a tio n .  I wa s  led  to t he alt a r  a n d s tood  w aitin g.

Fro m  d irec tly in fron t o f  m e the M a s te r  s poke, g ivi n g  again  the 
a s s u ra nce that t here w a s  n ot h ing in the oa th  that wo u ld  co n flic t  
wit h  m y ot h er  d u ties  a nd co m m it m e n t s ; a n d, o n ce again , I h ad no 
w a y o f  k n owin g that wh at he wa s  s ayin g co u ld  not p o s s ib ly be tr ue.

As k e d , as b efo re ,  i f  I we re  w illi n g  to p rocee d  wit h  the oa t h , I
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replied  “ I a m , ” a nd he direc ted  the S e n io r  De a co n  to pla ce m e “ in 
d u e fo r m ”  at t he alt a r to be m a de a M a s te r  Ma son .

T a k i n g  t h e  m a s t e r  m a s o n  o a t h

T h e  S e n ior  De a co n  pla ced  m e in positio n , k n eelin g t his  tim e on  
bot h  bare k nees , b o dy erec t ,  legs  fo r m in g a squ are, both h a nds 
res ting on  t he squ are a n d co m p a s s  u pon the Bible .

Told  that I wa s  “ in d ue fo r m ”  to  r ec eive  the o b lig a tio n ,  the 
Wor s h ipfu l M a s te r  h ad m e repea t a fte r  h im . a fe w  wor d s  at a tim e, 
the oath o f  o b lig a tio n : “ I, J a mes D. S h aw, o f  m y ow n  fr ee  w ill  a nd 
a ccor d  in the Pre s e n ce o f  Al m ig h ty  G o d  a nd this Wo r s h ipfu l 
Lo d ge ,  d o h ereby a nd h ereon  s ole m n ly p ro m is e  a nd swe a r , that I 
w ill a lw ays  h ail, eve r  co n ce a l a n d n eve r  r eve a l,  a ny o f  the secret 
arts, parts o r  poin t s  o f  the M a s te r  M a s o n ’ s d egree  to a ny per son  o r  
per son s w h o m s oeve r  exce p t  it be to a t r ue a n d la wfu l b rot h er  o f  this 
d egree  a nd not u n to him  or  t hem u n til afte r  d u e t rial a n d s t rict 
exa m in a tio n  I h ave fo u n d  him  o r  t hem ju s tly e n titled  to  r eceive  the 
s a me. I fu r t h er m ore p ro m is e a n d s we a r  that I w ill co n fo r m  a nd 
a bide by all t he laws , r ules  a nd reg u la tio n s  o f  t he M a s te r  M a s o n ’ s 
d egree, a n d o f  the Lo d g e  o f  w h ic h  I s h all h e re afte r  b eco m e a 
m e m ber , a nd that I w ill eve r  m ain tain  a nd s u pport the con s tit u tion , 
law s  a n d e dic t s  o f  t he Gr a n d  Lo d g e  u n der  w h o m  t he s a m e s h all 
wor k ,  so fa r  as t h ey s h all co m e  to m y k n owle d ge .  F u r t h er m ore, that 
I w ill keep  the secret s  o f  a wor t h y M a s te r  M a so n  as in viola b le  as 
m y ow n , w h e n  co m m u nic a ted  to a n d r eceive d  by m e as s uch. 
F u r t her m ore, I will aid  a nd a s sis t a ll wor t h y dis t res sed b rot h er  
Ma s te r  Ma so n s , t h eir  w id ow s  a n d or p h a n s , I k n owin g t hem to be 
s uch, so fa r  as t h eir  n ece s sitie s  m ay req u ire and m y a b ility w ill 
per mit  wit h o u t m a terial inju ry to m y s elf.  F u r t h er m ore, that I w ill 
not assist in, n or  be p resen t at, the in itia ting, p a s sing or  r ais ing o f  
a wo m a n , an old  m a n in his  d o t age, a yo u n g m a n in his n o n -age, a 
m a d m a n o r  a foo l,  I k n owin g t h em  to be s uch. I fu r t h er m ore 
p ro mis e a n d swe a r  I w ill  not vis it  a cla n des tin e lo d ge  o f  F ree m a -
son s, n or  co n ve r s e  M a s o n ic a lly  wit h  a cla n des tin e Ma so n , o r  wit h  
o n e w h o has bee n  ex p elle d  o r  s u s pen ded, w h ile  u n der that se n -
tence, k n owin g t hem to be s uch.

“ I fu r t h er m ore p ro m is e a n d swe a r  that I w ill  not chea t, w ro n g o r
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defr a u d  a lo d ge  o f  M a s te r  M a so n s  o r  a  b rot h er  o f  t his d egree ,  
k n owin g t h em  to be s uch, but w ill g ive  t hem d u e a n d t im ely n otice 
that t h ey m ay wa r d  o ff  all a p p roa c h in g d a nger . I fu r t h er m ore 
p ro m is e  a n d swe a r  that I w ill  not viola t e  the c h a s tity o f  a M a s te r  
M a s o n ’ s w ife ,  his m ot h er , sis ter, o r  d a u gh ter , k n owin g t hem to be 
s u c h . ' I fu r t h er m ore p ro m is e  a nd swe a r  that I w ill  not g iv e  the 
Gr a n d M a s o n ic  W o r d  in a ny ot h er  m a n n er  than that in w h ic h  I s h all 
r eceive  it, w h ic h  s h all be o n  the five  poin t s  o f  fe llow s h ip  a n d at low  
breath. I fu r t h er m ore p ro m is e a n d swe a r  that I w ill not g ive  the 
Gr a n d  H a ilin g  S ig n  o f  Dis t res s  exce p t  it be in ca se o f  mos t  
im min e n t  d a nger , m y life  in p e ril,  o r  wit h in  a la wf u lly  con s tit u ted 
lo d ge  o f  Ma so n s . W h e n  I hea r the wor d s  s poke n  a n d see the sign  
give n ,  I w ill  h a sten to the aid  o f  the o n e g ivi n g  it i f  t h ere be a gre a te r  
p o s s ib ility o f  s avin g his  life  than that o f  lo s in g m y ow n .

“ T o  all o f  the w h ic h , I d o  m os t s in ce rely p ro m is e  a n d swe a r  wit h  
a fir m  a n d s tea dfa s t  r e solu tion  to k eep  a n d p e rfo r m  t he s a me, 
wit h o u t t he leas t eq u ivoc a tio n ,  m e n tal re s e rva tio n  o r  s elf-eva s io n  
w h a tever ,  b in din g m y s e lf u n der  n o les s  a p e n alty than that o f  
h avin g m y b o d y s eve re d  in tw ain , m y b ow els  t aken ou t a n d b u r ned 
to as hes, t he a s hes sca t tered to  t he fo u r  win d s  o f  h eave n  that t here 
s ho uld  be n o m ore re m e m b r a n ce a m o n g m e n  a n d M a s o n s  fo r eve r  
o f  so vile  a wre tc h  as I s ho uld  be, s ho uld  I eve r  k n owin gly  o r  
wit t i n gly  viola t e  o r  t r a n sgres s  this m y s ole m n  and b in din g M a s te r  
M a s o n ’ s o b lig a tio n .  S o  h elp  m e G o d  a n d k eep  m e s tea dfa s t.  ’’

A s  h ad bee n  t he ca se wit h  t he oa t h s  o f  o b lig a tio n  o f  the fir s t  tw o  
d egree s , I h ad n o idea  o f  wh a t  I wo u ld  be s we a rin g to d o  u n til I wa s  
ac t u ally h e a ring a n d repe a tin g eac h  lin e. H a d  I bee n  a ble  to  hea r  o r  
rea d the oa t h  in a dva n ce, I m igh t  not h ave bee n  a ble to  s ay it. Eve n  
w h ile  t a kin g it as I did , o n e m igh t  ex p ec t  that t he n at u re o f  parts o f  
it wo u ld  h ave m a de m e hesit a te; but I r e a lly w a s n 't  t h in kin g o f  the 
nat u re o f  t he oa t h . I w a s  t h in kin g o f  U n cle  Irvin  a n d h ow I wa s  n ow 
goin g to be a goo d  a n d s u cces sfu l m a n  as I s u p posed him  to be. I f  
m ot h er  w e r e  a live ,  s he wo u ld  be plea sed .

B u t  t h e r e  w a s  m o r e

U po n  co m ple tio n  o f  t he oa t h , t he M a s te r  c a m e d ow n  to the altar. 
H e direc ted  the S e n io r  De a co n  to r e m ove  t he c a b le tow  fro m
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a rou n d m y wais t  s in ce I w a s  n ow  bou n d by m y o b lig a tio n  to the 
Lo d ge .  H e  then a s ked m e w h a t I m os t desired; p ro m p ted , I r ep lie d  
“ M o r e  lig h t .  ” H e  r e p lie d  that, s in ce that w a s  m y desire, that w a s  
wh at I s ho uld  r eceive .  A s  t he h oo d win k  w a s  s u d de nly r e m ove d ,  
the b rot her s (a s s e m ble d  as b efo r e) cla p p ed  t h eir  h a nd s in u nison  
a n d m y eye s  w e r e  again  d a zzle d  by t he s u dden b righ t ligh t . Eve n  
t hough  t his h ad h a p pe n ed  to m e tw ic e  b efo r e ,  it wa s  s till so m ew h a t  
s t a r tling a n d disorie n tin g. It  w a s  as i f  a s u s cep tibility o r  fe a r  h ad 
been  pla n ted  in m e the fir s t  tim e a n d it re m ain ed .

T h e  M a s te r  t hen in s t r u cted m e in m a kin g the sign  w h ic h  wa s  
m a de by d ro p pin g t he left  h a nd to  m y side, b rin gin g t he righ t h a nd 
to the left  o f  m y wais t , p a lm - d ow n , a n d then b rin gin g it q u ic k ly 
acros s  m y wais t as i f  s eve r in g m y b o d y in tw ain  wit h  m y t h u m b, 
then d ro p pin g m y righ t h a nd to t he side.

I wa s s h ow n  to  m a ke the d u e-gu a rd  by ex te n din g the h a nds, 
p a lm -dow n , as t h ey h ad bee n  p la ce d  o n  t he sq u a re a n d co m p a s s  
w h ile  t a kin g the oa th . T h e  pas s g r ip  w a s  s h ow n  m e by gr a s pin g the 
h a nd in the nor m al (h a n d s h a ke) w a y, but p re s sing the t h u m b 
b e twee n  the s eco n d  a n d t hird join t s  o f  the fin ge r s  w h ere  t h ey jo i n  
the o t h e r’ s h a nd. T h e  n a me o f  the pass wa s  then give n  m e: “ T u b a l-  
C a in .  ”

T h in k in g I wa s  ju s t  a bou t fin is h ed  wit h  the M a s te r  M a s o n  
in itia tion , fe e li n g  I w a s  “ d ow n  to the s hort row s , ” I w a s  bot h  
lis te nin g to  the Wo r s h ipfu l M a s te r  a nd fe eli n g  a g r o w i n g  sen se o f  
plea s a n t relea se. I h ad it m a de, I t h ough t , a n d it h ad bee n  so e a sy!

I wa s give n  an a pron  a n d t he S e n io r  W a r d e n  h elped  m e to put it 
o n  as a M a s te r  M a so n  wit h  the “ b ib”  h a nging d ow n  in fro n t.  I wa s  
t hen ret u r ned to  the p rep a r a tion  roo m  a n d told  to t a ke o ff  the 
in itia tion  d r awer s  I wa s  in a n d put m y s t reet clot h e s  b ack on , wit h  
the a pron .

A  plu m b e m ble m , the J u nior  W a r d e n ’ s “ J ew el.”  w a s  put a rou n d 
m y neck; I wa s  n ow  d res sed as a M a s te r  Ma so n . I loo k e d  m y s e lf 
ove r  as best I co u ld ,  a n d w a s  t h in kin g, “ W o w ! I a m a M a s te r  M a s o n  
at la s t! ”

It wa s a  h ea dy m o m e n t  a n d I w a s  ex h ila r a ted . B u t m y n ewfo u n d  
sen se o f  h avin g a r rive d  d id n ’ t las t lo n g. I wa s  told  that I m u s t be 
ret u rned to the Lo d g e  R oo m  fo r  fu r t h er  in s t r u ction .
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A n  u n e x p e c t e d  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t

Back in side the Lo d g e  R oo m , s till fe e li n g  ve ry  ple a sed  and pro u d 
to  be a  M a s te r  M a so n , fe e li n g  the excit i n g  n ew n e s s  o f  we a rin g the 
M a s te r  M a s o n ’ s a pron  a n d wit h  the plu m b  e m ble m  a rou n d m y 
neck, I w a s  t aken to a po s itio n  b efo r e  the Wo r s h ipfu l Ma s te r.

H e  s aid to m e, “  Yo u  h ave  been  t a ugh t to we a r  yo u r  a p ron  as a M a -
s ter M a so n  a n d yo u  a re d oin g so at t he m o m e n t . T h is  wo u ld  im ply 
yo u  are a M a s te r  M a so n  a nd q u a lifie d  to  t r avel a n d wor k  as s uch. 
N a y,  m ore, I o b s e rve  that yo u  h ave u pon yo u r  per son  the b a dge o f  
offic e ,  t he J ewel o f  the J u nior  W a r d e n , o n e o f  t he p rin cip al offic e r s  
o f  the Lo d ge .  T h is  m a rk  o f  dis tin c tio n  m u st be h ig h ly ple a s in g to 
yo u  and do u b tles s  yo u  n ow  co n sid e r  yo u r s elf a M a s te r  Ma so n . Is  
th at not s o?  ”

S u d de nly t he ex h ila r a tio n  left  m e a n d fe a r  took  its place. S o m e -
t h ing wa s  goin g  on  that I h a d n’ t exp ec te d .  I w a s  afr a id  to s ay “ ye s ,  ” 
so I s aid n ot h in g at all.  T h e  S e n io r  D e a co n  then a n swered  fo r  me, 
s aying, “ H e is  o f  that opin io n ,  Wo r s h ipfu l M a s te r .  ” T h e  M a s te r  
t hen s aid to m e, “ It  is m y d u ty to  tell yo u  that yo u  are n ot y e t  a 
Ma s te r  M a s o n , n or  d o  I k n ow that yo u  w ill  e v er  be. T h e  roa d yo u  
m u st t r avel in or d e r  to  p rove  yo u r s elf is a lo n g,  h a rd a n d ro ugh  o n e, 
u pon w h ic h  live s  h ave been  los t,  a n d yo u  m ay lo s e  yo u r s . ”

W ell,  that e n ded  a ny do u b t s  I h ad a bou t w h et h e r  m y initia tion  
w a s  ove r ; n ow I k ne w  I wa s  not ye t  fin is h ed . I wa s  not ye t  a M a s te r  
M a so n  a nd wh a t he s aid a bou t lo s in g m y life  sou n ded o mino u s . 
Wit h  that s t r a nge fe a r  s till s tir ring wit h in  m e, I wa s  led  to the alt a r 
a nd told  to k n eel a n d p r ay fo r  m y s elf,  eit h e r  s ile n tly o r  ou t lou d. I 
h ad no idea  h ow  to p r ay, so I ju s t k n elt  s ile n tly wit h  m y hea d b ow e d  
a n d w aited .

L i v i n g  o u t  t h e  l e g e n d

Aft e r  k n eelin g a nd w a it in g sile n tly, a p p e a rin g to  p ray, I wa s  told  
to  r e m ove  all a r ticle s  fro m  m y pocket s , t a ke o ff  m y wa tch , a n d to 
lay t hem all on  the alta r. T h e  h oo d win k  wa s  o n ce  again  put ove r  m y 
eye s  a n d I co u ld n ’ t see a t hing.

T h e  S e n io r  De a co n  t hen s aid  to m e, “ M y  b rot h er , h e re tofo re  yo u  
h ave rep rese n ted a c a n did a te in sea rch  o f  M O R E  L IG H T ; n ow  yo u
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w ill  represen t a not h er  ch a r acter, n o les s a p er so n age than o u r  
Gra n d  M a s te r  Hir a m  A b iff 2, Gr a n d  M a s te r  a n d a rc hitect at the 
b uil d in g o f  Ki n g  S olo m o n ’ s Te m p le .  It  w a s  the c u s tom  o f  t his  grea t  
a n d goo d  m a n , at h ig h  t w elve ,  w h e n  the cr aft  w e r e  c a lle d  fro m  
la bor  to refres h m e n t,  to e n ter  the H oly  o f  H olie s ,  to  o ffe r  up his 
a dor a tion s  to  D eity  a n d d r a w his  d e sig n s  u pon his  t res tle boa r d . ” 

A ll  t he tim e he wa s  t ellin g m e this, he wa s  le a din g m e a rou n d the 
roo m . T r yi n g  to  lis ten  a n d u n der s t a n d w h ile  s t u m bling a lo n g 
b lin dfold e d  w a s  d iffic u lt  a n d a w k w a r d  fo r  m e.

He co n tin u ed , “ H e then p a s sed ou t by w a y o f  the Sou t h  G a te  to 
t alk  to the wor k m e n , as yo u  w ill  d o  n ow .  ”

Aft e r  b ein g led  a fe w  m ore s tep s, I w a s  a ccos ted  by a b rot h er  
rep rese n ting t he c h a r acte r  J u bela, (i t  w a s  ac t u ally t he J u nior 
W a r d e n ).  H e  s poke to m e as if  I w e r e  ac t u ally Hir a m  A b iff ,  a nd 
gr a b bed  m e by t he la pels . H e  s aid that I h ad p ro m is e d  to reve a l the 
secret wo r d  o f  a M a s te r  M a s o n  w h e n  the Te m p le  wa s  co m ple te d ,  
that it w a s  n ea rly co m ple te d ,  a n d de m a n ded  that I g ive  him  the 
secret wo r d  then a n d t here. A ll  t he w h ile ,  as he s poke ro u g h ly to 
m e, he wa s  je r k in g  m e a rou n d a n d r e a lly ro u g h in g m e up.

T h e  S e n ior  D e a co n , s p e a kin g fo r  m e, s aid, ‘ ‘Cr aft s m a n , this is 
neit h er  the tim e n or  the pla ce. W a it  u n til t he Te m p le  is fin is h ed  a n d 
then yo u  s h all h ave the secret s  o f  a M a s te r  M a s o n . ”

J u bela then go t  eve n  m ore  viole n t ,  de m a n din g the secret  wor d ,  
righ t  t h e n! Ag a in  s p e a kin g fo r  m e, t he S e n io r  D e a co n  s aid, “ C r aft s -
m a n, I ca n not a n d w ill  not g ive  t h e m , ” u pon w h ic h  J u bela  s tr uck 
a b low  acros s  m y t h roat wit h  t he 24-inc h  ga u ge. It  hurt a nd s t a r tled 
m e and I wa s  im m e dia tely h u rried  a  fe w  s tep s fa r t h er  w h e re  I wa s  
s top ped a n d gr a b b ed  by a s eco n d  “ r u ffia n , ” c a lle d  J u belo. T h is  o n e 
re ally  je r k e d  m e a rou n d, a n d s aid, “ G r a n d  M a s te r  Hir a m  A b iff ,  the 
cr aft  are w a itin g a n d m a ny are e x c e e d in gly  a n xio u s  to r ec eive  the 
secret s  o f  a M a s te r  M a so n , a n d w e  see n o goo d  rea son  w h y w e  a re 
put o ff  so lo n g. W e  h ave d e te r m in ed  that w e  w ill  w ait  n o lo n ger .  
I t h erefore d e m a n d  o f  yo u  the secret s  o f  a M a s te r  M a s o n ! ”

Ag a in  s pea kin g fo r  m e, t he S e n io r  De a co n  s aid, “ Cr aft s m a n , 
w h y all this viole n c e ?  W h e n  the Te m p le  is fin is h ed , yo u  s h all 
r eceive  this secret wor d ; I ca n not , n or  w ill  not, g ive  t hem to yo u  at 
t his tim e. ”
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J u belo t hen b ec a m e eve n  m ore fu rio u s  a n d again  de m a n ded  the 
wor d , u pon w h ic h  the S e n io r  De a co n  a n swered  fo r  m e, “ I ca n not 
g ive  t hem n or  ca n t h ey be give n  exce p t  in t he p re s e n ce o f  t h ree: 
Solo m o n , Ki n g  o f  Is r ael; Hir a m , Ki n g  o f  Ty r e ;  a n d m y s elf.  ”

J u belo, b eco m in g s till m ore  viole n t ,  re m in ded  m e that t here wa s  
no on e t here to h elp  m e a nd t h rea te ned to k ill m e if  I did n’ t g ive  him 
the word .

For  m e, the S e n io r  De a co n  replied , ‘ ‘ M y  life  yo u  m ay t ake, but 
m y in tegrity, n e v e r! ”

J u belo then s tr uck a h e avy b low  acros s  m y ches t wit h  t he squ are. 
It hurt, but I wa s  im m e dia tely je r k e d  a w a y a nd led  a fe w  m ore s teps  
wh en  I wa s  gr a b bed  a t hird tim e a nd s h aken. T h is  wa s  all ve ry  real, 
eve n  t ho ugh  it wa s  o bvio u s  that par ts we re  b ein g acted  ou t. I w a s  
bein g je r k e d  a bou t, s h ove d , s hou ted at a n d hit by p eo p le  I co u ld n ’ t 
see. I had grea t d iffic u lty  in k ee p in g m y b ala n ce ( i f  t he “ r u ffia n s”  
h a d n’ t been  h old in g o n to m y coa t I wo u ld  h ave fa lle n  m a ny tim e s),  
a n d the viole n c e  wa s  eve n  m ore s h ockin g beca u se I co u ld n ’ t see 
it co m in g.

T h e  third “ r u ffia n , ” J u belu m , s aid as he wa s  s h a king m e that he 
h ad heard m e s p e a kin g to J u bela  a n d J u belo a n d s aw that I had 
esca ped, but s aid I wo u ld  n ot  e s ca pe fro m  him  e v er.  H e  s aid that 
wh at he s aid, he wo u ld  do, a nd that he h eld  in his  h a nd “ an 
ins tr u ment o f  dea t h . ” H e s aid that i f  I d id n ’ t g ive  him  t he secret s  o f  
a M a s te r  M a s o n  im m e dia tely he wo u ld  k ill m e.

S pe a kin g fo r  m e again , t he S e n io r  D e a co n  re p lie d  as he had 
alrea dy r ep lie d  to J u bela  a n d J u belo. J u belu m then s hou ted at m e, 
“ For  the last tim e, Gr a n d  M a s te r  Hir a m , g iv e  m e t he secret wor d  
o r  I w ill t ake yo u r  life !  ”

I,  o f  cou r se, d id n ’ t r e a lize  it, but as J u belu m rea died  h im s elf to 
d e live r  the dea t h  b low ,  s ever al o f  the b rot h er s  m ove d  in to positio n  
be hin d m e, h old in g a la rge ca nva s , s t retched ou t so as to ca tch  m e 
wh en  I fe ll.

Wit h  that, J u belu m  s ho u ted, “ I f  yo u  w ill not g iv e  m e the secret 
wor d  o f  a M a s te r  M a s o n , t hen ... D I E ! ”

A s  he s hou ted the wo r d ,  “ D IE ,  ” he hit m e righ t in the m id dle  o f  
m y fore h e a d  wit h  a se t ting m a u l! I s aw stars. T h ey  we re  b rillia n t 
a nd in colo r s ,  a n d I fe ll  b a ckw a r d  o n to t he ca nva s , u n co n s cio u s .  3
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I w a s n ’ t ou t ve ry  lo n g a n d I c a m e to, hea d s till r in gin g a n d a c hin g, 
wit h  the t h ree “ r u ffia n s”  s t a n ding a rou n d m e, t a lkin g ove r  the 
sit u a tion, a nd disc u s sin g h ow to dis pos e o f  the body. T h ey  d ecid e d  
to co n ce al the b o dy “ in the r u bbis h  o f  the T e m p le”  u n til “ low  
t w e lve”  (m id n ig h t),  w h e n  t h ey wo u ld  m eet a nd d ecid e  w h a t  to do. 
S o t hey ca r ried  m e, on  the c a nva s , a lit tle  dis t a nce a n d cove r e d  m e 
wit h  “ r u bbis h , ” co n sis tin g o f  ch air s  a nd ot h e r  o bjec t s  in the Lo d g e  
H all.  T h e r e  wa s  s ile n ce, t hen I hea rd a b ell s t rike 12 tim es  a n d the 
“ r u ffia n s”  ret u rned. J u bela  s aid, “ T h is  is the ho u r. ”

J u belo s aid, “ T h is  is t he p la ce .  ” J u belu m  then s aid, “ A n d  t h ere is 
the body. As s is t  m e to ca r ry it in a d u e wes t  co u r se fro m  the te m ple  
to the b row o f  a h ill w h ere I h ave d ug a g r ave ,  s ix fee t  d u e eas t a nd 
wes t, a nd s ix fee t  perpe n dic u la r , in w h ic h  w e  s h all b u ry it .  ”

T h ey r e m ove d  the ch air s  a n d ot h er  “ Te m p le  r u b bis h”  fro m  m e, 
picked  m e u p on  the ca nva s , c a r ried  m e to the wes t  s ide o f  the 
Lo d ge  Roo m  a n d laid  m e d ow n  b e twee n  the s t a tion s o f  t he M a s te r  
a n d the S e n ior  W a r d e n , m y fee t  to t he ea s t. T h ey  low e r e d  m e to the 
floo r  a lit tle  at a tim e, p a u sing t h ree tim es , to sim ula te low e r in g  m e 
in to a gr ave.

Aft e r  I w a s  “ b u ried , ” J u belu m s aid, “ I w ill  set t h is  s p rig o f  Ac a c ia  
at the hea d o f  the g r ave ,  that t he pla ce  m ay be k n ow n  s ho uld  the 
occ a sio n  req u ire it. A n d  n ow let us m a ke o u r  e s ca pe ou t o f  the 
cou n try by the w a y o f  J op p a . W e  s ho uld  be a ble to ge t  a s hip  to  ta ke 
us to a fo r eig n  por t .  ”

T h e  “ r u ffia n s”  then ac ted  ou t a scen e in w h ic h  t h ey t a lked  wit h  
a sea ca p tain  a nd a s ked fo r  p a s s age on  his s hip  w h ic h  w a s  to s ail 
the next d ay. Le a r n in g t h ey co u ld  not s ail wit h o u t a p as s  fro m  Ki n g  
Solo m o n , t h ey d ecid e d  to fle e  in to the mou n tain s  a n d hide.

M e a n w h ile ,  the W o r s h ipfu l M a s te r , a c tin g the part o f  Kin g  
Solo m o n , hea rd a lot o f  co m m o tio n  m a de by o t h e r  b rot h er s  a c tin g 
as wor k m e n  in the Te m p le .  S olo m o n  a s ked wh a t  t he n ois e w a s  all 
abou t and w a s  told  that Gr a n d  M a s te r  Hir a m  A b iff  wa s  m is s in g a nd 
co u ld  not be fou n d.

Kin g  S olo m o n  or d e red  that a sea rch  be m a de a n d the b rot her s  
t hen did  a lot o f  t a lk in g b ack a n d for t h  w h ile  I lay t here, s ayin g s uch 
t hings as, “ H a ve  yo u  seen  h im ?  ” “ No t  sin ce h igh  t w e lve  ye s te r -
d ay,  ” a n d, “ W h e r e  is o u r  Gr a n d  M a s te r ?  ”
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Th e n  Kin g  S olo m o n  or d ered  that a sea rch  be m a de wit h  o n e p a r ty 
goin g  we s t , o n e ea s t, o n e north, a n d o n e sou t h. A t  t his poin t t here 
w e r e  t h ree lo u d  raps on  the d oo r  a n d w h e n  t he “ ala r m wa s  a t-
te n ded”  t here w e r e  fo u n d  to  be 12 “ fe llow c r a ft s ”  w h o co n fe s s e d  to 
the Ki n g  that t h ey a n d t h ree ot her s  h ad co n s pired  to fo r ce  Hir a m  
to reve al t he secret wor d . T h ey  s aid that t h ey (t h e  12) h ad not been  
a ble to g o  t h ro ugh  wit h  t h eir  e vil  pla n , h avin g “ r eflec te d  wit h  
h or ror  on  t he a t rocity o f  t he c rim e, ” but repor ted  that t he ot h e r  t h ree 
h ad go n e  t h ro ugh  wit h  it.

T h e  Kin g  then sen t ou t t hose 12, t h ree in eac h  direc tio n , to sea rch  
fo r  J u bela, J u belo a n d J u belu m. O n e  gro u p  o f  t h ree s poke wit h  the 
sea ca p tain  a n d, fo llo w i n g  the d irec tio n  he g a ve  t hem , fo llo w e d  the 
m u rderer s’ path a n d fo u n d  the n ew gr ave ,  m a rked  wit h  the Ac a cia  
s p rig. D iggi n g  d ow n , t h ey “ d is cove r e d”  m y body.

Re p or tin g to  S olo m o n ,  t h ey w e r e  sent b ack to id e n tify  the b o dy 
a n d, i f  Hir a m , to r aise it wit h  t he grip  o f  an E n tered Ap p re n tice .

A s  the d ra m a con tin u ed, t h ey ret u rned to the “ g r a ve”  a n d s aw that 
I wa s in deed Hir a m 4; but t h ey co u ld  not “ r aise”  m e, as the body wa s 
d eco m p o sin g,  s o t he “ fle s h  left  the bo n e. ” T h e y  repor ted  the 
p roble m  to S olo m o n ,  w h o sent t hem b ack to r aise t he b o dy wit h  the 
g r ip  o f  a F ellow c r a ft .  W h e n  “ the skin (s lip p e d ) a w a y”  t h ey re-
por ted  t his fa ilu re  to Solo m o n .

Th e n  the Ma s te r , p la yin g Kin g  S olo m o n , c a m e ove r  to m e a nd 
took  m y h a nd wit h  the g r ip  o f  a M a s te r  M a so n , “ the s t rong g r ip  o f  
t he lio n ’ s p a w” 5 a nd, wit h  the ot h er  h a nd be hin d  m y b ack, a s sis ted 
m e to a s t a n ding positio n . I wa s  fu lly  r ecove r e d  by t his tim e, but 
s till s t iff a n d a lit tle  w o b b ly  fro m  the s train a nd fro m  lyin g  s till fo r  
so lo n g w h ile  the la t ter  part o f  the d ra m a wa s  ac ted ou t.

T h e  M a s te r  ex p la in e d  that w h ile  the secret wo r d  o f  the M a s te r  
M a so n  h ad been  los t w h e n  Hir a m  wa s  k ille d ,  t he First wo r d  he 
s poke w h e n  r aised  fro m  the dea d  wa s  the s u bstit u te fo r  the “ los t 
wo r d .  ” H e  then p la ce d  his  righ t foo t  a lo n gsid e  min e, in s tep  to 
in s tep, his k n ee again s t m in e, his ches t again s t  m in e a n d his  mou t h 
next  to  m y righ t ear. Wit h  m y h a nd pla ced  o n  his b ack, w e  w e r e  “ on 
the five  poin t s  o f  fellow s h ip : foo t  to foo t ,  k n ee to k n ee, ches t to 
chest, h a nd to b ack a n d mou t h  to  e a r . ” H e w h is p e red  in to m y ea r  
the Gr a n d M a s o n ic  W o r d ,  “ M a h -H a h -Bo n e ,  ” a nd in s t r ucted m e
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that it m u st n eve r  be give n  to a ny but a not h er  M a s te r  M a s o n , o n ly 
“ o n  the fiv e  poin t s  o f  fe llow s h ip ”  as he h ad give n  it to m e a n d n eve r  
a b ove a w h is per , u n der p e n alty o f  death.

I wa s  t hen in s t r ucted by the Wo r s h ipfu l M a s te r  in g ivi n g  the 
“ Gr a n d  H a ilin g  Sig n  o f  Dis t res s . ” T h e  Gr a n d  H a ilin g  Sig n  o f  
Dis t res s  is give n  by r ais ing t he h a n ds a b ove  the hea d a nd loo k in g 
up, then low e r in g  the h a n ds in s u p plica tion , then d ro p pin g t hem to 
the side. T h e  wor d s  a cco m p a n yin g the s ign  are, “ O h , Lo r d  m y G o d ,  
is t here n o h elp  fo r  t he w i d o w ’ s so n ?  ”

H e ex pla in e d  to m e that I w a s  n eve r  to g ive  t his sign  u nles s in the 
mos t ex t r e m e dis t res s  a n d that it is t he mos t  im por t a n t M a s o n ic  
secret. I w a s  re m in ded  o f  t he part o f  m y o b lig a tio n  r ela tin g to m y 
re s po n sibility s ho uld  a n ot h er  M a s te r  M a so n  eve r  g ive  t his  s ign  to 
m e a nd, wit h  t his, m y in itia tion  as a M a s te r  M a s o n  w a s  r e a lly 
fin is h ed  at last.

Wit h  t he in s t r u ction  fin is h ed  I w a s  sea ted a n d t here fo llo w e d  a 
r a t her lo n g a n d in volve d  lect u re on  t he m ea n in g o f  the sy m b ols  o f  
a Ma s te r  M a s o n  a n d the le n gt h y c h a rge o f  a M a s te r  M a so n . W h e n  
t he M a s te r  clo s e d  t he Lo d g e ,  the b rot her s  c row d e d  a rou n d m e wit h  
co ngr a t u la tio n s  a n d then we n t h o m e.

Bo n n ie wa s  w a it in g up fo r  m e a n d w e  s h ared the sen se o f  
a cco m plis h m e n t  toge t h er . S h e wa s  ple a s ed  a nd p ro u d  o f  m e. It  wa s 
a re a lly wo n d e rfu l m o m e n t  o f  fu lfillm e n t .  I f  o n ly  m ot h er  co u ld  
k n ow; I h ad a goo d  jo b ,  a wo n d e rfu l w ife ,  a n d I h ad fin a lly  ca ugh t 
up wit h  U n cle  Irvin .  I w a s  a M a s te r  M a so n .

F o o t n o t e s

1I t  is  n ote w ort h y  w h en co n s id e rin g  M a s o n ic  m ora lit y  th a t th e  M a s t e r M a s o n  
s w e ars  th a t h e w ill n ot  h a v e  s e x u a l in t e rco u r s e  w ith  th e  w ife , m o t h er, d a u g h ter,  
o r  sis ter o f  a n oth er M a s ter M a s o n , “ k no w ing h er to h e  s uch " ;  a p p are n tly  this  is  
a lrig h t  w ith  a n y on e  e l s e 's  w ife , m o t h e r,  d a u g h ter, o r  s is ter a n d  is  e ve n  a ll  rig h t  
w ith  tho s e  o f  a  M a s t e r M a s o n  i f  u n a w are  o f  t h e  M a s o n ic  re la tio n s h ip . S e e  
A p p e n d ix  C .  “ M a s o n ic  M o r a lit y .  "

2 F o r  t h e  p u rp o s e  a n d  s ig n ific a n c e  o f  this  d ra m a tiz a tio n  o f  th e  le g e n d  o f  H ir a m  
A h if f .  s ee A p p e n d ix  D ,  “ T h e  L e g e n d  o f  H ir a m  A h if f .  "

3T h e  m a n  p ortr a y in g  J u h e lu m  i s n 't s u p p o s e d  to  h it  t h e  ca n d id a te  t h a t h ard , h u t  
I  w a s re a ll y  k n oc k e d  u n co n s cio u s . T h e  m a n  w ho h it  m e  w a s a n  u n d erta k er, a n d  
w e h a d  m a n y  la u g h s  la t e r a b o u t  his  tr y in g  to  d ru m  u p  b u sin e s s  in  th e  L o d g e  w hile  
a ctin g  th e  p a rt  o f  J u b elu m .

4In  the d ra m a , the J u n ior W ard e n’s  je w e l ( w hich  w a s s till a ro u n d  m y  n e c k ) pla y s
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a  s ig n ific a n t  ro le  in  th e  c a n d id a t e ’ s b e in g  re co g n iz e d  a s  H ir a m  b y  th e  s e arch ers .
5Th e  M a s t e r' s  G rip ,  o r  th e” S tro n g  G rip  o f  th e  L io n ’s  P a w ” w a s n ot e x p la in e d  

to  m e; b u t  I h a d  f e l t  it  a n d . in  w a tch in g s u b s equ e n t in itia tio n s , I  le a rn e d  it . I la t e r  
h a d  occ a s io n s  to  u s e it  a s  a  M a s t e r M a s o n 's  p a s s  g rip ,  a n  a lt e rn a te  m e a n s  o f  
re co g n itio n  to  t h e  p rim a r y  g rip  e x p la in e d  b y  th e  M a s t e r t h a t n ig h t  T h is  g rip  is  
giv e n  b y  gra s p in g  th e  o t h e r’ s h a n d  in  th e  n or m a l w a y. e x ce p t  t h a t t h e  t h u m b  a n d  
s m a ll fin g er a re  w ra p p e d  a ro u n d  t h e  e d ge s  o f  t h e  h a n d , ju s t  b e lo w  th e  rh u m b, w ith  
th e  m id d le  t h re e  f in g e r tip s  d u g in to  th e in s id e  o f  t h e  o t h e r’ s w ris t. A s  W or s h ip f u l 
M a s te r m y s elf, la t e r o n . I ,  o f  co u r s e , u s e d  it  in  “ ra i s in g  th e  ca n d id a te



6 Going higher
B efo r e  I wa s  eve n  t h ro ugh  wit h  the M a s te r  M a so n  d egree ,  I had 

n oticed  a n d d ecid e d  so m et h in g: t w o  t h ings  that wo u ld  influ e n ce 
the rest o f  m y life .  I n o ticed  that a grea t m a ny M a so n s  we re  not o n ly 
con ten t to  s top  at t he T h ir d  D egr ee ,  but ofte n  c a m e to Lo d g e  a n d, 
afte r  a bou t 45 min u tes , we n t  to s lee p  a nd slep t  t h ro ugh  the m ee t -
ings. T h is  offe n d e d  m e. W h a t  I d ecid e d  wa s  that I did  not wa n t  to 
be that kin d  o f  M a s o n  —  n ot e v er!

I wa s  de te r m in ed  to lea r n  a n d to g r ow ,  to keep  m ovin g  on  up in 
the fr a te r n ity, to clim b  the “ M a s o n ic  m o u n t ain . ” A t  that e a rly poin t  
in m y M a s o n ic  c a ree r  I r e a lly d id n ’ t k n ow wh a t t here wa s  to be 
a cco m plis h ed . I d id n ’ t k n ow wh a t  h ig h er  gro u n d t h ere wa s  to be 
reach ed; but I k n ew that I d id n ’ t wa n t  to co m e to Lo d g e  and s leep  
lik e  t hose m en  did . W h a teve r  t here w a s  to a c h ieve, I wa n ted  it. I 
w a s  goin g  h ig h er!

F r o m  c a n d i d a t e  t o  i n s t r u c t o r

Wit h in  a m on t h  afte r  I wa s  r aised  to the T h ir d  D egr ee  t h ere wa s  
a n ew cla s s  o f  ca n did a te s  to be b ro ugh t  t h ro ugh  the Blu e Degree s .  
I wa s s till a “ co u r te sy c a n did a te”  (B o n n ie  a nd I we re  s till ex p e c t -
ing to g o  b ack  to In dia n a polis  b efo r e  lo n g),  and gr a tefu l to that 
Lo d ge  fo r  b rin gin g m e t h ro ugh  the Seco n d  a nd T h ir d  D egree s .

I w as n eve r  b a s hful abou t s uch t hings , so I s aid to  the Wo r s h ipfu l 
Ma s ter , “ Sir , I a m gr a tefu l to t his  Lo d g e  a nd to yo u , and fe el that 
I ow e  yo u  s o m et h in g fo r  wh a t yo u  h ave do n e fo r  m e. I f  yo u  w ill 
a ppoin t m e, I w ill be gla d  to be the In s t r u ctor  fo r  t his n ew cla s s  o f  
ca n did a te s . ”

5 5
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H e t hough t a m o m e n t , loo k in g at m e in te n tly, a n d then s aid that 
I had the jo b .  I co u ld  h a rdly b elieve  it. I h ad ju s t  been  r aised , a 
m e m b er  o f  the m os t recen t  cla s s , a nd n ow I w a s  t he In s t r u ctor! I 
t h a n ked the M a s te r  a n d p ro m is ed  to d o m y ve ry  best. I co u ld  h a rdly 
wait  to ge t  s tarted.

T h e  next  w ee k  w e  took  t he cla s s  t h ro ugh  the E n te red  Ap p re n tice  
in itia tion  a nd t h ey took  t h eir  fir s t  o b lig a tio n .  T h e  fo llo w i n g  wee k  
I a r r a nged to m eet  wit h  t h em  fo r  in s t r u ction a n d a m on t h  la te r  t h ey 
were re a dy to ta ke t h eir  exa m in a tio n . T h ey  a ll p a s sed, we re  then 
“ p a s sed”  in to t he F ellow c r a ft  D egr ee ,  a n d the w ee k  afte r  that I 
bega n  to in s tr uct t h em  in the m e m ory wor k  o f  that d egree. A t  the 
en d o f  that m on t h  t h ey we re  rea dy fo r  ex a m in a tio n  in the F e l-
low cr aft  D egr e e  a n d again  t h ey all p a s sed e a s ily.

T h ey we re  m otiva te d  a n d I h ad t a ugh t t h em  w ell.  T h e n , o n e eac h  
wee k , t h ey w e r e  r aised  to t he M a s te r  M a so n  d egr ee  a n d I h ad the 
s a tisfaction  o f  k n owin g that I h ad b ro ugh t the e n tire cla s s  t h rough  
all t h ree Blu e D egree s .  I wa s  not o n ly a M a s te r  M a s o n  n ow, I wa s  
a m a k er o f  M a s te r  Ma so n s . It r e a lly felt  goo d .

W h y  l e a v e  a t  a l l ?

By t his  tim e I h ad go n e  to  wor k  fo r  t he city  a n d h ad an excelle n t  
jo b .  Bo n n ie  w a s  w ell e s t a blis h ed  in her jo b  a n d wa s  e n joyin g  it. I 
wa s  a ccep ted  in t he Lo d g e  and had a real sen se o f  b elo n gin g.  T h e  
m ore w e  t hough t a n d t alked  a bou t it, t he les s  rea son  w e  s aw in 
le avin g to g o  b ack  to In dia n a polis . T h e r e  h ad been  no h u rry abou t 
le avin g Flo rid a  a nd wh a t  w e  h ad fo u n d  t here t h ro ugh  the win te r  
a nd s p rin g; a n d n ow, as w e  co n sid e red  the sit u a tion , w e  a s ked 
o u r s elves . “ W h y  s h o u ld n ’ t w e  ju s t s tay here? W h y  le ave  at a ll?  ”

S o w e  d ecid e d : w e  wo u ld  ju s t set tle in a n d s tay righ t t here. 
Flo rid a  wo u ld  be o u r  h o m e. I wo u ld  no lo n ge r  be ju s t  a “ co u r te sy 
ca n did a te”  o r  a vis i to r  in t he Lo d ge ;  it wo u ld  be m y  Lo d ge .  I wo u ld  
rea lly b elo n g  t here. Wit h  the d ecis io n  m a de, w e  bega n  to set tle in 
a nd “ ge t  per m a n e n t . ”

R oy  a n d his fa m ily  m ove d  to the wes t coa s t  o f  Flo rid a  and we 
mis sed  t h em, but that d id n ’ t m a t ter  so m u ch  n ow. W e  we re  m a king 
n ew frie n d s  in t he Lo d ge .
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M o v i n g  u p  t h r o u g h  t h e  c h a i r s

Not  lo n g afte r , elec tio n s  w e r e  h eld  in o u r  Lo d g e  a n d a n ew 
Wor s h ipfu l M a s te r  w a s  elec ted .  I h ad alre a dy fo u n d  ou t that t h ere 
wa s a nor m al p rogre s s io n  t h ro ugh  the offic e s  in the Lo d ge ,  b egin -
ning wit h  the low e s t  o ffic e  (J u nior  S tew a r d) a nd p rocee d in g up to 
the top (W o r s h ip fu l M a s te r).  Sin ce eac h  o ffic e  has a positio n  (o r  
“ c h air” ) in the Lo d g e  H a ll,  t his p rogre s sio n  u pwar d  t h ro ugh  the 
offic e s  in t he Blu e Lo d g e  is ofte n  c a lle d  “ m ovin g  up t h ro ugh  the 
c h air s . ”  T h e  positio n s  o f  J u nior a n d S e n io r  S tew a r d  a n d J u nior and 
Se n ior  De a co n  are a p poin ted  positio n s  a n d m en  are s elec ted  fo r  
t hem by t he Wo r s h ipfu l Ma s te r . T h e  t h ree top  offic e s .  J u nior a n d 
Se n ior  Wa r d e n  a n d Wo r s h ipfu l Ma s te r , a re elec t e d  positio n s . But 
the nor m al sit u a tion is that, o n ce  elec te d  J u nior Wa r d e n , that m a n 
w ill  “ m ove  u p. ”  H e  ca n  ex p ec t  to m ove  u p to S e n io r  W a r d e n  the 
fo llo w i n g  ye a r  a nd to  t he c h air  o f  Wo r s h ipfu l M a s te r  the ye a r  afte r  
that. B a r rin g s o m et h in g u n u s u al, t hese elec tio n s  are vir t u a lly 
a u tom atic.

A s  soon  as I h ad t he op por t u n ity, I we n t to see the n ewly elec t e d  
Wor s h ipfu l M a s te r  a nd told  him  that I d id n ’ t wa n t to b e an 
“ or din a ry M a s o n . ” I s aid that I n eve r  w a n ted  to be lik e  t hose 
b rot her s w h o slep t t h ro ugh  t he m ee tin gs  a n d a s ked him  to co n sid e r  
a p poin ting m e to a c h air  (a n  o ffic e )  in t he Lo d ge .  I m u st h ave m a de 
a p o s itive  im p res sio n  on him  fo r  he a p poin ted  m e S e n ior  D e a co n , 
the high es t a p poin ted  o ffic e  in the Lo d ge .  I h ad byp a s sed  t he t h ree 
lowe s t  offic e s  a n d wa s  o f f  to a b ig  hea d start in m ovin g  up t h ro ugh  
the chairs.

B e y o n d  t h e  b l u e  l o d g e

Blu e Lo d g e  M a s o n ry is the heart o f  M a s o n ry a nd the T h ir d  
D egr ee  is t he hear t o f  the Blu e Lo d ge .  I f  o n e is not a M a s te r  M a so n  
in goo d  s t a n ding in t he Blu e Lo d ge ,  he ca n not “ g o  o n ”  in to t he Yo r k  
Rit e  o r  t he Scot tis h  Rit e  a n d t h en ce to “ t he top  o f  t he M a s o n ic  
mou n tain . ”  A n d ,  o n ce  a dva n ced  in t he Yo r k  Rit e  o r  t he Scot tis h  
Rite, he ca n not rem ain  in t h ose b odie s  (o r  t he S h rin e) i f  he d oe s n ’ t 
con tin u e in goo d  s t a n din g in the Blu e Lo d ge .  T h is  is the ge n er al 
s tr uct u re a nd t he Blu e Lo d g e  is it s fo u n d a tion .

I had been  in t he Blu e Lo d g e  a bou t fo u r  mon t h s , h ad taken a cla s s
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o f  ca n did a tes  t h ro ugh  all t h ree d egree s , a n d w a s  S e n io r  De a co n , 
lea r ning, g r ow in g  a n d fe eli n g  goo d  a bou t it w h e n  o n e d ay I wa s  
t a lking wit h  a b rot h er  w h o ow n e d  a lu m b er  ya r d .

H e s aid, “ I t ho ugh t yo u  join e d  the M a s o n ic  Lo d g e .  ”
I s aid that I h ad a n d that I wa s  ve ry  a c tive .
He s aid so m et h in g abou t the Scot tis h  Rit e  a n d wo n d e re d  w h y he 

h a d n’ t seen  m e t here.
I d id n ’ t k n ow wh a t he wa s  t a lkin g a bou t, but sen sed that it wa s  

so m et h in g I wo u ld  wa n t  to do.
He s aid, “ J im, yo u ’ ve  ju s t go t  to ge t  in to t he Scot tis h  Rite, 

beca u se yo u  r e a lly d o n ' t  k n ow wh a t M a s o n ry is all a bou t u n til yo u  
do. T h e  Scot tis h  Rit e  a n d its 29 d egree s  w ill  r e a lly ope n  yo u r  eye s .  ”  
H e said that i f  I w a n ted  him  to, he wo u ld  ge t  m e a pe titio n  a n d get  
t hings rollin g.

I  s aid that it sou n ded goo d  to m e a n d a s ked him  to g o  a hea d. 
Alt h o u g h  I wa s  e a ge r  to begin , I fo u n d  ou t that I co u ld n ’ t e n te r  the 
Scot tis h  Rite  u n til I h ad been  a M a s te r  M a s o n  fo r  s ix mon t h s . Bu t 
he we n t a hea d wit h  the petitio n  w h ile  I w aited . I we n t  righ t o n  wit h  
m y wor k  in the Blu e Lo d g e ,  the m os t e a ge r  a n d ze a lo u s  m a n  t h ey 
had.

2  p a t h s  f r o m  w h i c h  t o  c h o o s e

A s  I h ave alre a dy s aid, t he Blu e Lo d g e ,  wit h  its t h ree d egree s , is 
the heart a n d fo u n d a tio n  o f  F ree m a so n ry. T h is  is w h ere  the va s t 
m ajority o f  M a s o n s  s top  a n d g o  no fa r t h er , t h eir  loc a l lo d ge  b ein g 
all t h ey eve r  k n ow o f  M a so n ry. H ow eve r ,  fo r  t hose w h o a re not 
w illi n g  to s tay at that level,  t here a re t w o  op tio n s  fo r  “ goi n g  on 
h igh er , ”  t w o  path s to fo llo w :  t h ey a re t he Scot tis h  Rit e  a n d t he Yo r k  
Rite.

T h e  Scot tis h  Rite  in clu des  29 d egree s  b eyo n d  the Blu e Lo d ge ,  
c u lm in a tin g in the 32 nd. T h e  Yo r k  Rit e  has t he eq u iva le n t  o f  the 
29 d egree s  o f  t he Scot tis h  Rit e  a n d a dva n ce m e n t  a lo n g t his  path 
c u lm in a te s  in t he d egr ee  “ Kn ig h t  Te m p la r .  ”  In a d ditio n , the S h rin e 
(“ An cie n t  Ar a b ic  O r der ,  No b le s  o f  the M y s t ic  S h rin e” ) is ava ila ble  
to 32 nd D egr ee  Ma so n s  a nd Kn ig h t s  Te m p la r  w h o  wis h  to p a r tici-
pa te.
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D evo te d  to co m m u n ity s e rvice  a n d fu n, the S h rin er s  a re loo k e d  
u pon as the “ p a r ty b oy s”  o f  F ree m a so n ry a n d a re best k n ow n  fo r  
t h eir  hos pit als  fo r  c rip ple d  c h ild re n , fo r  ligh t- h ea r ted  p a r ticip a tio n  
in p ara des , a n d fo r  t h eir  rioto u s , d r u n ken  p a r tie s  a n d co n ve n tio n s .

Alt h o u g h  at the tim e I w a s  not fu lly  aw a re o f  t hese op tio n s  a nd 
h ow it all goe s  toge t h er , m y p ath w a s  deter m in ed . I wa s  goin g  in to 
the Scot tis h  Rite .

I n t o  t h e  s c o t t i s h  r i t e

T h e  m ore  m y frie n d  t alked  to m e a bou t t he Scot tis h  Rite ,  t he m ore 
e age r  I w a s  to ge t  s ta r ted in it. In t he Scot tis h  Rite ,  in itia tio n s  are 
co n d u cted  a n d d egree s  co n fe r r e d  d u ring m ee tin gs  c a lle d  “ Re u n -
io n s”  w h ic h  a re n o r m ally h eld  twic e  a yea r , fa ll a n d s p ring.

In  a d ditio n  to t he in itia tio n s  in to t he d egree s , t here is a lso 
recog n itio n  o f  t hose b rot her s  w h o h ave died  sin ce the p revio u s  
Re u nio n . T h ey  a re, in t his  sen se, m e m oria ls  to the dep a r ted  b rot h -
ers. I co u ld  h a rdly w ait  fo r  the F all Re u nio n  to co m e. A s  the tim e 
a p p roac h ed, I w a s  told  to repor t  to t he Secre t a ry o f  the Scot tis h  Rite  
fo r  a  b riefin g.  I wa s  t here e a rly,  w a itin g fo r  m y turn to be c a lle d  in to 
his offic e .

T h e Secret a ry gree te d  m e a nd ex p la in e d  the nat u re a n d s tr uct u re 
o f  the Scot tis h  Rite .  H e  ex p la in e d  that the 29 d egree s  are d ivid e d  
in to fo u r  gro u p s  c a lle d  t he “ Fo u r  B o d ie s”  o f  t he Rit e  a n d that e ac h  
o f  t hese bodie s  is so m ew h a t  lik e  a sep a ra te lo d ge  wit h in  the 
sys tem . H e  a ls o ex p la in e d  to m e that the Re u n io n  wo u ld  last fo r  
fo u r  S u n d ays  a nd that it wo u ld  be p os s ib le  fo r  m e to t a ke all 29 
d egree s  in the o n e Re u n io n , o r  ju s t  g o  to the 14th D egr ee  at this 
Re u nio n  a n d then co n tin u e to t he 32 n d D egr e e  in t he s p ring. H e  
s aid  that so m e m en  co u ld  not a ffo r d  to t a ke all o f  the d egree s  at on e 
Re u nio n  beca u se o f  t he c o s t .  1 H e  told  m e that the fir s t  o f  the fo u r  
“ b odie s”  o f  the Scot tis h  Rit e  is c a lle d  “ Lo d g e  o f  P e rfec t io n ”  a nd 
is the o n e in w h ic h  b u sines s  m ee tin gs  are h eld  on  m ee tin g nigh t s . 
T h e  secon d b o dy, he s aid, is  t he “ C h a p te r  o f  Ro s e  C r o ix ,  ”  the t hird 
is the “ Co u n cil o f  Ko d o s h ”  a nd t he fo u r t h  is “ T h e  Co n s is to ry.  ”

It all sou n ded wo n d e rfu l to m e a n d I a s ked the Secret a ry i f  I co u ld  
ju s t p ay fo r  all 29 o f  the d egree s  righ t t hen! H e  g a ve  m e the fig u re .
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I wrote  t he c h eck , a n d he told  m e to repor t  o n  t he n ext S u n d ay (t h e 
fir s t  d ay o f  t he F a ll Re u n io n ).  H e  told  m e that w e  wo u ld  m eet  fro m  
9 a . m. to 6 p . m. ea c h  S u n d ay fo r  t he n ext  fo u r  S u n d ays  to r ec eive  
in s t r uction, a n d that on  the fou r t h  S u n d ay I w o u ld  be m a de a  32 nd 
D egree  M a so n .

I a s ked h im  i f  I wo u ld  h ave to m e m o rize  all t he p a s swor d s , s ign s  
a n d grip s  a n d then pass exa m in a tio n s  as w e  h a d to d o  in t he Blu e 
Lo d ge ,  a n d he ro a re d  wit h  la ugh ter!

H e s aid, “ A r e  yo u  k id din g?  It  w o u ld  t a ke yo u  a w h ole  y e ar  o f  
S u n d ays to d o  t h a t! Y o u  ju s t  be here S u n d ay a n d yo u  w ill  fin d  o u t. ”

On  the m or n in g o f  the fir s t  S u n d ay o f  t he F all Re u n io n  I a r rive d  
p ro m p tly a n d, as soo n  as all t he rest a r rive d , w e  w e r e  u s hered in to 
a la rge cla s s roo m . T h e r e  w e r e  a bou t 2 5 0  o f  us a n d o u r  cla s s  wa s  
give n  the n a m e “ G e o r ge  W a s h in gto n  Bice n te n n ia l Cla s s”  (e a c h  
cla s s  is give n  a n a m e, o r  title, w h ic h  it ret ain s  as lo n g as t here are 
a ny o f  its m e m b er s  left  a live).

O u r in s t r u ctor w a s  an a t tor n ey, a m a n  in his  sixtie s . His  age a nd 
k n owle d ge  m a de him  see m  a lit tle  “ la rge r  than life ”  to  m e, ve ry 
im p re s sive, a n d I lis te n ed  c a r efu lly to a ll that he s aid. H e  also had 
a  sense o f  h u m or, w h ic h  m a de h im  eve n  m ore effe c t ive .  I w a s  
to t a lly r ece p tive .

W e  h ad to h ave an “ op e n in g c e r e m o n y”  w h ic h  g a ve  o u r  cla s s  
offic i a l id e n tity a n d statu s a n d then w e  h ad a  cla s s  pic t u re t aken. 
W e  also h ad to  e le c t  cla s s  offic e r s ,  but I d id n ’ t t ry fo r  a ny o f  t hose 
offic e s  as I wa s  o n ly in teres ted in t he d egr ee  wo r k  (t h e le s son s  in 
r eligio n  a n d m o r a lity).  I w a n ted  to le arn .

T h r o u g h  t h e  d e g r e e s

Wit h  all t he p relim in a rie s  co m ple te d ,  w e  w e r e  t a ken in to the 
a u ditoriu m. It w a s  lik e  a la rge a n d ve ry  n ice  t hea ter, wit h  fu lly  
eq u ip p ed  s t age, sop his tic a ted  lig h tin g a n d t hea ter  seats. W e  we re  
told  to be sea ted  a n d the p rese n ta tion  o f  the Fou r t h  D egr e e  bega n .

T h e Fou r t h  D egr e e  w a s  put o n  ju s t  lik e  a p lay,  wit h  o n e ca n did a te 
c hose n  fro m  t he cla s s  to rep resen t us all as he p a r ticip a ted . T h e  
presen t a tion  we n t  o n  u n til tim e to t ake the oa t h  at t he en d. A t  this 
tim e w e  w e r e  told  to  s ta n d, put o u r  h a nds ove r  o u r  hear t s a n d repea t
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t he oa th 2 o f  o b lig a tio n  wit h  t he rep re se n t a tive ca n did a te o n  the 
s t age. Aft e r  w e  fin is h ed  the oa t h  w e  w e r e  give n  the sign  o f  that 
d e g r e e ,  3 a n d the Fou r t h  D egr ee  w a s  co m ple t e d .  W h e n  a d egr ee  is 
give n  in t his w a y  it is s aid to be “ e x e m p lifie d .  ”

W h e n  a d egr ee  is not put on  as a d ra m a, but m e r ely expla in ed ,  it 
is s aid to be “ co m m u n ic a te d . ”  S u ch  w a s  the ca se wit h  t he Fift h  
D egree .  Back in t he cla s s roo m  t he D eg r e e  Ma s te r  ex p la in e d  the 
con te n t a n d m ea n in g o f  the d egree ,  a d m in is te red  the oa t h , a n d g a ve  
us the sign .

N o w  w e  we re  Fift h  D egr e e  M a so n s , a n d rea dy fo r  the Sixt h  
D egree .  A n d  so w e  p rogre s s ed , t h ro ugh  t he degrees . T h e  r ela t ively  
u nim porta n t d egree s , a bou t o n e  t hird o f  the total o f  29, we re  
“ co m m u nic a te d”  in t his  w ay. It is  a ls o  tr ue that so m e d egree s  
w h ic h  are m e r ely “ co m m u n ic a te d”  in o n e Re u n io n  w ill be “ e x e m -
p lifie d ”  at t he fo llo w i n g  Re u nio n . T h e  d egree s  o f  the Fo u r  Bo d ie s  
(t h e  fo u r  d egree s  w h o s e  n a m es  id e n tify t he Fo u r  B o d ie s ),  h o w -
ever ,  are a lw a ys  put on  in fu ll a n d not m e r ely  “ co m m u nic a ted . ”  
Th a t  S u n d ay we co m ple te d  the Fou r t h  t h ro ugh  the Nin t h  D egree s  
a n d I we n t  h o m e fe eli n g  goo d  a bou t it all.

I wa s  s o in teres ted  in t he d egr ee  wo r k  that I co u ld  h a rdly w ait  
fro m  o n e S u n d ay u n til t he next. T h e  “ old  r eligio n s”  (t h e m ys te ry 
r eligio n s  o f  Egyp t ,  G r eece ,  Per sia , e t c .  )  w e r e  ta ught. A n d ,  as I h ad 
n eve r  h ad a r eligio n ,  but h ad o n ly  hea r d p a s sing refe re n ces  to the 
m ajor  o n es , I wa s  fa scin a ted .

T h e r e  w a s  a lso a grea t  deal s aid a bou t t he a ncie n t p h ilosop h er s  
a n d occ u ltis t s  a n d I fel t  that I w a s  r e a lly  g r owin g  in k n owle d ge .  
Each w ee k  I wo u ld  tell m y b rot h er  M a s o n s  in the Blu e Lo d g e  h ow 
grea t it w a s  a nd h ow  m u ch  t h ey w e r e  m is s in g by not b ein g in the 
Scot tis h  Rite .  B u t this w a s  not a lw a ys  w ell- r e c eive d : so m e we re  
r e a lly offe n d e d  a n d a fe w  h urt, beca u se t h ey co u ld  not a ffo r d  to g o  
in to the Rite .  So, alt hou gh  m y ze al d id n ’ t dimin is h  a ny, I t ried  to 
be m ore c a refu l a bou t s uch en t h u sia s tic talk.

O n  the s eco n d  S u n d ay w e  co m ple t e d  t he 14th d egree, t he D egr ee  
o f  Pe rfec t  Elu , ge n e r a lly co n s id e re d  the h a lfw a y m ar k in the 
Scot tis h  Rite .  Wit h  t his a t t ain me n t co m e s  the 14th D egr ee  ring. 
T h is  fla t go ld  b a n d wit h  the H e b r ew  le t ter  “ Y O D ”  on  it is the 
o ffic i a l  M a s o n ic  ring.
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M a n y kin d s  o f  rin gs  wit h  M a s o n ic  sym bols  m ay be p u rch a sed 
a n d wor n ; b u t, exce p t  fo r  the T h ir ty-T h ir d  D egr ee  rin g, t his  rin g is 
the o n ly offic i a l  o n e. It is  t he patent a n d p rop er ty o f  the S u p re m e 
C o u n cil o f  the T h ir ty-T h ir d  D egr ee ,  a n d is o n ly  ob t a in ed  wh e n  
prese n ted wit h  t he 14 th  d egree. In o u r  ca se t he rings  h ad not a r rived  
so we h ad to  w a it  to ge t  t h em  the fin a l S u n d ay.

A n o i n t e d  a  

prie s t a n d  a  prop h e t

Fin ally, t he last S u n d ay o f  Re u n io n  a r rive d  a n d w e  p rogre s s ed  to 
the 32 nd D egr ee .  U p o n  co m ple tio n  o f  the d egree  wor k , c lim a xin g 
wit h  the 32 n d D eg r e e  lect u re, w e  s tood  a n d w e r e  b ro ugh t fo rw a r d . 
O n e  by on e, w e  w e r e  a n oin ted  wit h  oil.  A s  the m a n  pla ced  his ha nd 
on  m y h ea d  a n d a p plie d  t he oil,  he s aid to  m e, “ I a noin t t h ee a  Pries t 
a n d a Prop h et , a n d a S u blim e Prin ce o f  the R oy a l S ec re t .  ”

T h is  part w a s  d efin it e ly  a  n ew ex p e rie n ce  fo r  m e a n d I ce r t a in ly 
d id n ’ t u n der s ta n d the part a bou t b ein g a p ries t  a n d a p rop h et,  but 
it wa s  im p re s s ive  a n d I lik e d  the sou n d a nd s ole m n ity o f  it. F o r  m e, 
it wa s  r a ther a w e s o m e  a nd a  lit tle  u n real.

Each  o f  us wa s  p rese n ted , a lo n g wit h  the Scot tis h  Rit e  rin g, a 
co p y  o f  Alb e r t  P ik e ’ s b oo k , “ Mor a ls  a n d D og m a .  ”  4 W e  w e r e  told  
that it wa s  th e  so u rce b oo k  fo r  F ree m a so n ry a nd its m ea ning. W e  
we re  a ls o told  that it m u st n eve r  le ave  o u r  pos ses sio n , a n d that 
a r r a ngem e n ts  m u st be m a de s o that u pon o u r  dea t h s  it wo u ld  be 
ret u r ned to the Scot tis h  Rite .  It w a s  cle a r  that this b oo k  w a s  not o n ly 
a te r ribly im port a n t so u rce but wa s , it s ee m ed , a lm os t  s acred.

It had a ll been  so ve ry  in teres ting to m e a n d, in a w a y,  the tim e 
h ad p a s sed m u c h  too  q u ic k ly.  I fe l t  that I h ad lea r n ed so m u ch , yet  
felt  that I h ad so m u ch  m ore to lear n.

“ Per h a p s  in the fu t u re I w ill  ge t  to w ork  in t hese d egr ee s ,  ”  I 
t h ough t . ” Th e n  I ca n re a lly  lea rn  a bou t r eligio n s .  ”

It wa s  o n ly  a bou t 5 p . m. w h e n  w e  fin is h ed  a n d, afte r  a lot  o f  
exc h a n gin g con gr a t u la tio n s , I h u rried h o m e to  tell Bo n n ie all a bou t 
it (a t  lea s t t he parts I wa s  fr ee  to tell h er).  A s  I h ea ded h o m e I wa s  
t h in king, “ I f  o n ly  m ot h er  h ad live d  to see t his d ay —  s he wo u ld  
re a lly be p ro u d . ”
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F o o t n o t e s

'T h ere  is  a  p ric e  to  h e p a id ,  in  d olla r s ,  f o r  a ll  " e a r n e d "  M a s o n ic  d egre e s , f ro m  
E n tere d  A p p re n tic e  to  th e 3 2 n d  D e gre e . D o lla r  v alu e s  ch a n g e  w ith  tim e  a n d  f e e s  
v ary  s om e f ro m  p la c e  to  p la ce , b u t  th e  to t a l co s t  o f  g o in g  a ll th e  w a y  to  th e  3 2 n d  
D e gre e  ca n  b e  v ery  s u b s ta n tia l, w ell in to  th e  thou s a n d s  o f  d olla r s  tod a y .

1Th ere  w a s  a b loo d -o a t h  o f  o b lig a tio n  fo r  e ach  d egree , a s  in  th e  B lu e  Lo d g e .  
U nlik e  th e  B lu e  Lo d g e , ho w ever, s in ce  th ere  was n o  m e m oriz in g , a n d  s in ce  th e y  
w ere n ot w rit te n  d o wn, th e  ca n d id a te s  n or m a lly  re m e m b er n ot h in g  o f  th e s e o a th s  
o n ce  th e y  are  s pok e n .

3In  a ll m y  y e ars  o f  M a s o n r y  t h a t follo w  e d , I  w as n e v er o n c e  a s k e d  to  giv e  this  
s ig n .

4 A lb e r t  Pi k e  (1 8 0 9 -1 8 9 1 ) is  e a s ily  th e  p re e m in e n t  f ig u r e  in  A m e ric a n  F r e e m a -
s onry . H is  m a n y  title s  in clu d e d  S o v ere ig n  G r a n d  C o m m a n d er o f  t h e  S u pre m e  
C o u n cil o f  th e T h ir t y -T h ir d  D e g r e e  (M o t h e r  C o u n c il o f  th e  W o rld ) a n d  S u pre m e  
P o n tif f  o f  U n iv er s a l Fre e m a s on y . S ch olar, s tu d e n t o f  a n cie n t  la n g u a ge s  a n d  
o cc u lt  p h ilo s op h er, h e  co m ple te ly  re w rote  th e d egre e s  o f  th e  S cottis h  R it e  in to  
t h e ir pre s e n t f o r m .  T his  w ork  is  e x pla in e d  in  h is  b oo k  M ora l s  a n d  D o g m a  o f  th e  
A n cie n t  a n d  A cc e p t e d  S cottis h  R it e  o f  Fre e m a s onry . H is  p o s itio n  in  M a s o n r y  
w as, a n d  is  tod a y, u n p a ra lle le d , n o t  o n ly  in  th e  U n it e d  S ta te s , b u t  t h ro u g h o u t the  
w orld .



7 Branching 
o u t

T h e Mo n d a y afte r  m y in itia tion  in to t he 32 n d D egr ee ,  I wa s 
congr a t ula ted by a n u m ber o f  m y s u perior s  at wo r k  w h o m  I had not 
eve n  re a lize d  h ad bee n  t here. T h e  exte n t o f  M a s o n ry a nd its 
influ e n ce wa s  fa r  gre a te r  than I h ad s u s pected. R e a lizin g  that t here 
we re  so m a ny m en  s uch as t hese, s ee m in gly eve ryw h e r e ,  w h o  were 
part o f  the M a s o n ic  b rot h er hood , a nd that t h ey k n ew w h o I wa s  and 
wh a t I wa s  d oin g,  wa s  bot h  co m fo r t in g  a n d va g u ely dis t u rbing. Bu t 
it wa s  m os tly co m fo r t in g.  I wa s  s eein g that t his M a s o n ic  fa m ily  o f  
whic h  I h ad b eco m e a co m m it te d  part reach ed m uch fa r t h er  in to 
eve ry part o f  life  than I h ad s u s pected.

S u d d e n l y  a  p r o m o t i o n

A  s hort w h ile  afte r , the d ir ec to r  o f  m y dep a r t m en t c a lle d  m e in 
a n d a s ked m e to ta ke an ex a m in a tio n  fo r  a h ig h er  positio n  w h ic h  
wa s  op e n in g up. I felt  that I wa s  co m p le t ely  u n q u alified  fo r  this 
positio n  a n d told  him  so. Bu t he s m iled  rea s s u ringly, s aid that he 
t hough t I wa s  q u a lifie d  a n d u rged  m e not to fa il to take t he test. I 
wa s  so co n vin ce d  that I w a s n 't  q u a lifie d  fo r  the jo b  that I alm os t 
d ecid e d  not to s h ow up; b u t, beca u se o f  his u rging, I we n t .

Exp ec tin g a roo m  fu ll o f  m en  co m p e tin g fo r  so im port a n t a jo b ,
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I wa s s u rprised w h e n  I a r rived  to fin d  that o n ly  tw o  ot her s  we re  
t a king t he tes t wit h  m e. I wa s  give n  the ex a m in a tio n  p a per  a n d told  
to  turn it fa ce  d ow n  on  m y des k u n til tim e fo r  the ex a m in a tio n  to 
begin . W h e n  w e  we re  told  to b egin  a nd I loo k e d  ove r  the test, I wa s  
a m a z e d  at the s im p licity  o f  the q u es tion s . I t hough t, “ Is  t his all t here 
is to it? I ' m s u re gla d  t he bos s  in sis ted  that I c o m e! ”

I fin is h ed  m y p a per  q u ic k ly a n d e a s ily.  T h e  ot h er  t w o  men  
con tin u ed to  s t r u ggle wit h  t heir s a nd we re  s till wo r k in g w h e n  the 
ex a m in e r  told  t h em  to s top. W e  w e r e  told  to turn o u r  p a per s fa ce 
d ow n  on  the des k s  a n d le ave, fo r  tim e had expir e d .  H e  s aid we 
wo u ld  be n o tifie d  la ter  as to h ow  w e  h ad do n e. I left  t h in king abou t 
h ow ea sy the test h ad bee n  a n d wo n d e rin g w h y the o t h e r  tw o  had 
see m ed  to h ave s uch a d iffic u lt  tim e wit h  it.

I we n t d ir ec t ly  to the o ffic e  a nd the d ir ec to r  wa s  w a itin g fo r  me. 
H e  met m e at t he door ,  s t uck ou t his h a nd a n d s aid, “ Co n gr a t u la -
tion s , J im, yo u  go t  t he p ro m otio n ! Yo u  we re  the o n ly o n e w h o 
k n ew all t he a n swer s . Yo u  w ill  soo n  be c a lle d  to  t ake an ‘ on -t h e- 
jo b ’ t r a in in g co u r se, a n d t hen yo u  ca n  start on  yo u r  n ew jo b .  ”

He s hook  m y h a nd again  a n d we n t  b ack to his offic e .  I wa s 
ple a sed  but a lit tle  b ewild e r e d .  I s till co u ld  not u n der sta n d h ow it 
h ad bee n  so e a sy a n d h o w  co u ld  he k n ow so soon  that I wa s 
s elec ted ?  W h y ,  the ink wa s  b a rely d ry on  m y p a per!

Wit h  q u es tio n s  a bou t this s till w h is p e rin g in m y min d , but m os tly 
ju s t excit e d  a n d h a p py, I h u rried h o m e at the e n d  o f  the d ay to tell 
Bon n ie. S h e wa s , o f  co u r se, d elig h te d  too. In lig h t  o f  her goo d  jo b ,  
plu s  m y p ro m otio n , w e  d ecid e d  to m ove  ou t o f  t he d u plex a p a r t-
men t a n d b uy o u r  ow n  ho m e. W e  we re  m a kin g p rogre s s!

B u t  u n c l e  I r v i n  w a s n ' t  p l e a s e d

I c a lle d  U n cle  Irvin  to tell h im  the goo d  n ew s  a bou t m y b ein g in 
t he Scot tis h  Rite .  I t hough t he wo u ld  be ple a sed  a n d prou d. Bu t he 
d id n ’ t see m  ple a s ed  o r  p ro u d  o f  m e at a ll.  H e a p pea red  to  resen t it, 
e nvio u s  o f  m y b ein g a 32 n d D egr ee  Ma son .

He s aid that he h ad n eve r  been  a llow e d  t o  e n te r  t he Rite ,  a n d we n t 
on  to expla in ,  “ Eve n  t hough  I wa s  Pas t M a s te r  o f  m y Lo d ge ,  I 
co u ld n 't  g o  in beca u se t here wa s  a m a n  in t he Scot tis h  Rite  w h o
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did n 't  lik e m e. H e  s aid that i f  I eve r  t ried  to e n te r  he wo u ld  
‘ b la c k b a ll’ m e. ”

I wa s a m azed , a nd a s ked, “ W h a teve r  beca m e o f  ‘ M a s o n ic  b ro t h -
e r h oo d ’ ?  ”

U n cle  Irvin  w o u ld n ’ t a n swer  m y q u es tion , so I d id n ’ t tell him  he 
h ad been  lie d  to by that b rot h er  Ma so n . A s  lo n g as a m a n is a M a s te r  
M a so n  in goo d  s t a n ding in his Blu e Lo d ge ,  he ca n n ot  be b la c k -
b alled  a nd kep t ou t o f  t he Scot tis h  Rite.

T h e  r a i s i n g  

o f  M ik e  a n d  t h e  h a n d s -o f f  p o lic y

Wo r kin g wit h  m e on  the s a me s hift  wa s  a m a n n a m ed Mik e .  H e  
w a s  a Scot s m a n  wit h  a wo n d e rfu l acce n t , a w a r m  heart a n d a 
so m ew h a t  q u ick  te m per . H e  wa s  not ve ry t all,  but ve ry  s olid ly  b u ilt  
a n d s t rong as a b ull. H e  had been  b a dly inju red  as a fire m a n  in N e w  
Yo r k  C ity  a n d, afte r  a lo n g tim e in the hos pit al, h ad retired  fro m  the 
Fire  Dep a r t m e n t . H e had co m e to Florid a , fo u n d wor k  wit h  t he 
c ivil  s e rvice  o f  o u r  la rge city,  wa s  a s sign ed to  m y dep a r t m e n t , a n d 
w e  had b eco m e frie n d s . M ik e  k n ew that I w a s  a M a so n  (I  h ad 
s poken  to him abou t it fro m  tim e to  t im e),  a nd o n e d ay he told  m e 
that he wo u ld  lik e  to  be a Ma so n  too. I, o f  cou r se, wa s  plea sed , a n d 
a s ked him  if  he wo u ld  lik e  to b elo n g to m y Lo d ge .  He s aid that wa s  
ex a c tly wh a t he wa n ted , so I got  a pe titio n  a n d h ad a not h er  m a n  
(w h o  wor k e d  wit h  u s) to sign  it wit h  m e. M ik e  wa s  d u ly in ve s ti-
ga ted, a p p roved , a nd wa s  soon  rea dy to  t a ke the degree s .

A s  I wa s  n ow S e n ior  De a co n , I wa s  the o n e to con d u ct ca n did a te s  
t h rough  the initia tion s . I wa s  ple a sed  that I wa s  goin g  to  ge t  to le a d  
m y frie n d  t h rough . It h a ppe ned that M ik e  wa s  the o n ly  m a n goi n g  
t h rough  at that tim e so t hings m ove d  a lo n g s m oot h ly a n d q u ic k ly.  
I had a p ret ty ea sy tim e o f  it. U n til the la t ter part o f  t he T h ir d  
D egree.

B efo r e  w e  bega n  that fin al nigh t o f  M ik e ’ s Blu e Lo d g e  in itia tio n , 
I s poke wit h  the t h ree m en  w h o we re  to por t r ay t he “ t h ree r u ffia n s”  
J u bela. J u belo, a n d J u belu m. I a s ked t hem to ta ke it ea sy on  M ik e  
a n d expla in ed  w h y . T h ey  s aid t h ey u n der s tood a n d wo u ld  be ge n tle  
wit h  him .
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Everyt h in g we n t  s m oot h ly u n til w e  c a m e to  the part w h ere I wa s  
le a din g Mik e ,  as Hir a m  A b iff ,  to the “ Sou t h  G a t e”  w h ere h e wa s  
m et by J u bela, t he fir s t  “ r u ffia n . ”  A s  is a lw a y s  do n e, J u bela 
gr a b bed  him a nd je r k e d  him  a rou n d a bit. It wa s  ge n tle  co m p a red  
wit h  wh a t t he ca n did a te u s u ally goe s  t h rough , but it wa s  too  m u ch  
fo r  Mik e ,  m uch too  m u ch , a nd he e r u p t e d ! I le  p u s hed J u bela  a w ay, 
rip ped o ff  the h ood win k , roa red  lik e  a m a d b u ll a n d p ic k e d  J u bela 
u p! In o n e m ig h ty m otio n , Mik e  t h rew him  acros s  the Lo d ge  H all.  
J u bela hit t he black  a n d w h ite  tile s  a n d we n t  s lid in g acros s  the flo o r  
on  his b ack, s pin nin g s low ly  a rou n d a n d s lid  righ t up again s t the 
alta r, w h ic h  s top ped  him. H e  w a s n 't  h urt b a dly, but lay t here 
again s t t he alta r, not m ovin g.

Mik e  h ad a s s u m ed a w r e s t le r ’ s s t a nce, fee t  wid e s p re a d , p ow e r -
fu l arms at t he rea dy, a nd b ellow e d  ou t, “ N o  m a n p u ts his h a nds on  
m e! ”  A t  fir s t  t here wa s  not a sou n d in the Lo d g e  H a ll,  exce p t  fo r  
Mik e .  H e  s tood  t here, loo k in g s low ly  a rou n d the roo m , gla rin g at 
t he b rot her s a s se m bled , a n d con tin u ed to  roa r, “ N o  m a n puts his 
ha nds on  m e! ”

S u d de nly the Lo d g e  wa s  in an u proar. S o m e o f  the b rot her s 
co n vu ls ed  wit h  la ugh ter , so m e w e r e  s ho u ting excit e d ly  at o n e 
a not her  a n d so m e sat s till in s t u n ned s ile n ce. M ik e  wa s  s till 
s t a n ding t here, c h a lle n gin g t hem all,  a n d co n tin u in g to roa r, “ N o  
m a n p u ts his h a nds on  m e! ”  T h is  scen e in t he s acred  H a ll wa s  
u n p recede n ted, u n heard of,  u n thin k a ble!

M a n y o f  the b rot her s  were loo k in g at the Wo r s h ipfu l Ma s te r,  
ex p ec tin g him  to “ d o  so m et h in g” ; but he w a s n ’ t a ny m ore  rea dy to 
“ d o  s o m et h in g”  a bou t M ik e  than w a s  J u bela the r uffia n , w h o  wa s  
s till lyin g q u ie tly again s t  the alta r. T h e  M a s te r  ju s t sat t here, s till 
as a s tat ue in his bla ck  top  hat. loo k in g s t r aigh t a hea d.

I t ried to c a lm  M ik e  d ow n  but h ad n o effe c t  at all on  him . I then 
we n t ove r  to con s u lt wit h  the Wo r s h ipfu l Ma s te r . I t ried  to expla in  
a n d told  him  that i f  I co u ld  take M ik e  ou t to the Prep a r a tio n  Roo m  
I t hough t I co u ld  c alm  him  d ow n  a nd w e  wo u ld  be a ble  to p roceed . 
H e  n od ded  his  hea d a n d con tin u ed  to sit t here as i f  s t u n ned, not 
m ovin g.

I we n t b ack to  Mik e ,  w h o  wa s s till t u r ning s lo w ly  fro m  side to 
side in the ce n te r  o f  this s u dden s tor m, a n d s poke again  wit h  him.
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H e agreed  to  g o  out wit h  m e. W e  clo s e d  the Lo d g e  H all d oo r  be hin d  
us. In the Prep a r a tio n  R oo m  M ik e  bega n  to relax so m e a n d I told  
him  I wa s  r e a lly sor ry a bou t wh a t h ad h a p pe n ed a n d wo u ld  t ry to 
wor k  it ou t so that w e  co u ld  p rocee d  wit h  his in itia tion . H e  ju s t s aid, 
“ A ll  righ t J im —  but n o  m a n puts his ha nds on  m e.  "

I left  M ik e  in the Prep a r a tion  Roo m  a n d we n t b ack ou t to con s u lt 
again  wit h  the Wo r s h ipfu l Ma s te r . I told  him  I t hough t it wo u ld  be 
best to le ave  ou t J u belo a nd J u belu m a n d ju s t h ave M ik e  lie  dow n  
on  the ca nva s  a n d let t hem b u ry him . T h e  M a s te r  loo k e d  at m e 
s t r a ngely a n d then a s ked, “ F o r eve r ?  ”

Sin ce that wa s  all t he M a s te r  s aid, I took  it that m y co m p ro m is e  
solu tio n  w a s  a ccep t a ble, so I ret u rned to t he Prep a r a tio n  Roo m . I 
expla in ed  to M ik e  the w h ole  scen e a n d wh a t wa s  goin g  to h appen . 
I told  him  that i f  he wo u ld  ju s t let  us d o  the res t o f  it, ge n tly,  it wo u ld  
soo n  be ove r  a n d he wo u ld  be a M a s te r  M a so n . H e  agreed , but 
Firmly repea ted  the a d m o nitio n , “ N o  m a n puts his  ha nds o n  m e.  ”

So w e  we n t  b ack in to t he Lo d g e  H a ll,  let him lie  d ow n  on  the 
ca nva s  a n d co m ple te d  his in itia tio n , albeit  co n sid e r a bly m o d ifie d .  
Mik e  n eve r  live d  d ow n  that n igh t a n d fo r  m a ny yea r s  jo k e s  we re  
m a de a bou t M ik e  a n d t he “ H a n d s -O ff P o lic y .  "

I  b e c o m e  a  d e g r e e  m a s t e r

T h e M a s te r  o f  the 25th D egr ee  in the Scot tis h  Rit e  m ove d  to 
C alifo r n ia .  I w a s  a p poin ted  to repla ce him . I go t  fro m  him  the 
d egree  b oo k  a n d, alt h o u gh  it wa s  not req u ired  o f  m e, m e m orize d  
the en tire d egree  (t h e rit u al a n d les so n  to  be ta ugh t o r  p e rfo r m e d  in 
that d egr ee).  It w a s  to  be e x e m p lifie d  (p u t on  in fu ll,  as a d r a m a ti-
za tio n ) at the next Re u nio n . I w a s  d e te r m in ed  to d o it bet ter  than it 
h a d eve r  been  don e.

M ik e  a n d I con tin u ed  to be frie n d s , b eco m in g clo s e r .  Wit h  m y 
e n co u r age m e n t  he soo n  c a m e in to the Scot tis h  Rit e  wit h  m e; since 
it is the “ Scot tis h”  Rit e  it s ee m ed  to m e that w e  s ho uld  h ave at leas t 
o n e Scot s m a n . Sin ce by that tim e I w a s  M a s te r  o f  the 25th D egr ee ,  
I a p poin ted  Mik e  Or a tor . Wit h  his h e avy Scot tis h  acce n t, he 
see m ed  the p e rfec t  c h oice .  I g a ve  him  his  part a n d h ad him 
m e m o rize  it. W h e n  I told  h im  he wo u ld  h ave to we a r  a p a s ted-on  
a r tificia l bea rd  he d ecid e d  ju s t to g r o w  his ow n , a n d he did.
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W h e n  Re u n io n  c a m e a rou n d w e  were rea dy. It all we n t p e rfec tly.  
T h e  Sec re t a ry wa s  so plea sed  wit h  the w a y w e  exe m p lifie d  the 
d egree  that he t h a n ked a n d congr a t ula ted us all, m a king all t he hard 
wor k  a nd re h ea r sin g wor t h  it. W e  had not ju s t  “ got te n  b y,  ”  w e  had 
don e it be t te r  th a n a nyo n e co u ld  re m e m b er  its eve r  h avin g been  
don e before.

F i l l i n g  t h e  v o i d

A s  I h ad s aid to t he in co m in g Wor s h ipfu l Ma s te r  wh e n  a s king 
him  to co n sid e r  m e fo r  “ a c h air”  in the Blu e Lo d ge ,  I h ad no 
in ten tion  o f  ju s t  s e t tling d ow n  and ge t tin g co m for t a b le .  Loo k in g  
b ack on  it a ll.  I ' m  r e a lly not sure w h y I wa s  so e a ge r  to ge t  to the 
h ig h er  offic e s  a n d to  d o  it so soon . I a m s u re it wa s  not ju s t p ridefu l 
a m bitio n , o r  a d e sire  fo r  recogn itio n . It wa s  so m et h in g m uch m ore 
va lid  and s u b sta n tial, so m e need d ow n  d eep  in side o f  me.

H avin g g row n  up wit h  no religio u s  t r aining, n o ch u rch a ffilia t io n  
o f  a ny kin d, a n d no s pirit u al ide n tity, I r e a lly had n o co n cep t  o f  the 
m ea ning o f  life .  I h ad no p h ilo sop h y nor  a ny b a sic vie w  o f  life ,  
death a n d eter n ity. A n d ,  wit hou t r e a lizin g it at fir s t , t his e m p tin es s  
in m y life  wa s  b ein g fille d  wit h  wh a t I wa s  lea r ning a nd d oin g in 
M a so n ry.

Fro m  the ve r y  b egin n in g I had been  t ro u bled  by the fact that so 
m a ny o f  t he m en  ju s t c a m e to Lo d ge  a n d sat t here. W h e n  the Ma s te r  
r a pped, t h ey s tood  up; wh en  he r a pped again , t h ey sat dow n . W h e n  
he said a n yt h ing that c a lle d  fo r a  vote ,  t h ey s aid “ S o m ote it b e ,  ”  and 
wh en  the m ee tin g c a m e to an en d t h ey go t  up a nd we n t  ho m e. So m e 
h ad to be aw a ke n ed  a nd told  it wa s  tim e to  le ave. M a n y we re  
m e m bers  fo r  m a ny yea r s , a nd a lw ays  sat in the s a me seat. I wa s 
de ter min ed  not to be such a “ seat w a r m er” ; I wa n ted  to fu n ction , 
to le a m  all that t here wa s  to learn. I wa n ted  to g row ,  a n d that wa s  
ex a c tly wh a t I wa s  d oin g —  at last.

A  c h a p l a i n  l e a r n s  t o  p r a y

In  the Scot tis h  Rit e  I b eca m e acq u ain ted wit h  the u n dert aker w h o 
h ad k n ocked  m e ou t wit h  the set ting m a ul w h e n  I wa s  in itia ted  in to
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the T h ir d  D egree .  H e  wa s  to  be the n ew Ve n e r a ble  M a s te r  o f  the 
Lo d ge  o f  Pe rfec tio n  (o n e  o f  the Fo u r  Bo die s  a n d the o n e in w h ic h  
all b u siness  m ee tin gs  a re h eld).

I h a d n’ t seen  him  fo r  a w h ile  a n d told  him  o f  m y a p poin t m e n t as 
Se n ior  De a co n  in the Blu e Lo d ge .  I t hen told  him that I wo u ld  lik e  
to be an o ffic e r  in the Lo d g e  o f  Pe rfec tio n ,  i f  he h ad roo m  fo r  m e, 
a n d he s aid he wo u ld  k eep  m e in min d.

I r ea lize that this m ay sou n d a lit tle p u s hy, but ac t u ally it w a s n 't ; 
it is not at all ea sy fo r  in co m in g Ma s te r s  to ge t  m en  to volu n tee r  fo r  
offic e s  a n d t h ey u s u ally a p p recia te s uch willin g n e s s .

A s  is the ca se in all w alk s  o f  life ,  mos t wa n t the “ h o n or”  o f  
b elo n gin g,  but d o  not wa n t  to d o  the wor k . I d id n ’ t k n ow wh a t to 
exp ec t  fro m  him , but wh e n  he a s s u med offic e  he a p poin ted  m e 
C h a plain .

A t  last I wa s  fin d in g a pla ce fo r  m ys elf; I wa s  an o ffic e r  in bot h  
the Blu e Lo d g e  a n d the Scot tis h  Rite .  But t here wa s  a p ro ble m  —  
a big on e; as C h a plain  I wa s  goin g  to h ave to p ray a n d I d id n 't k n ow 
h ow. I had not been  in ch u rch sin ce the last tim e m y gr a n d m ot h er  
had taken m e a n d k n ew n ot h ing o f  p rayer . I had hea rd t he p rayer s  
fro m  the rit u al in t he Lo d ge ,  but co u ld n ’ t r e m e m b er  a ny o f  t hem. 
I a s ked the n ew Ve n e r a b le  M a s te r  abou t p r ayin g a nd he ea sed  m y 
min d som e. H e s aid that he wo u ld  give  m e tw o  ca rd s  wit h  t he 
op e n in g a n d clo s in g p rayer s  p rin ted on  them a nd that I co u ld  
s im ply rea d t hem ou t lou d. Bu t he a lso s aid that I wo u l d be ex p ec te d  
to  “ give  p r ayer s”  at b a nq uet s a n d at t he a s s e m bling o f  t he Scot tis h  
Rit e  G u ard. S o  I wo u ld  h ave to get  an idea  o f  h ow to p ray a n d w h a t 
p rayer s  to use. T h e r e  w a s  n o w ay a rou n d it. I wa s  goin g  to h ave to 
learn to p ray.

W e  had a n ew m a n in t he in co m in g cla s s  at t he Blu e Lo d g e  w h o 
wa s  p a s tor  o f  the Met h odis t  Ch u rch  next  d oo r  to the Lo d g e  H a ll.  
I c a lled  on  him  a n d told  him  I wa s  the n ew C h a plain  in the Lo d ge  
o f  Pe rfec tio n  a nd that I n eeded  to k n ow so m et h in g a bou t p rayer . H e  
s aid he wo u ld  h elp  m e a n d the next d ay wh e n  I loo k e d  in m y m ail 
box I fo u n d a boo k  c a lle d  “ T h e  Pr ayer s  o f  Joh n W e s ley .  ”

I s t u died the book  a n d then w ro te  ou t sever al o f  the p rayer s , ju s t 
as t h ey we re  in the boo k , ju s t  as W e s ley  wrote  t hem. I t hough t  t h ey 
were re a lly goo d  a n d felt  that I wa s  at last p rep a red fo r  m y n ew
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offic e .  W h e n eve r  I wa s  c a lle d  u pon to p ray, I co u ld  ju s t rea d o n e 
o f  t hose p r ayer s  ou t lou d. I wa s rea dy —  o r  so I t hough t.

A t  the next a s s e m blin g o f  the Scot tis h  Rite  G u a rd  (fo r  the 
op e n in g o f  the in itia tio n  o f  a n ew cla s s  at Re u n io n ) I g a ve  the 
p r ayer  w h ile  the G u a r d  o f  25 m en  s tood. It wa s  o n e o f  the p rayer s  
o f  Joh n W e s le y  I h ad t aken fro m  the book.

I t hough t t he p r aye r  wa s  First rate and felt  goo d  abou t it; but wh en  
the op e n in g ce re m o n y wa s  fin is h ed  the Co m m a n d er  o f  the G u ar d 
c a lled  m e a side a nd reb u ked m e s h a rply. H e  s aid, “ Yo u  kept m y 
men  s t a n ding at a t ten tion  fo r  fiv e  w h ole  m in u te s! ”  H e  a lso c a lle d  
m e a “ r eligio u s  fa n a tic”  a nd s aid that it wa s  bad e no u gh  I kep t the 
m en  s t a n ding fiv e  min u tes , but then  I had e n ded the p r aye r  “ in 
C h ris t’ s h oly n a m e. ”  Fo r  that, he s aid, I wo u ld  be re p orte d ! I wa s  
s t u ng by his  reb u ke, e s p ecia lly since I had wor k e d  so h ard to  get  
it righ t a nd h ad n o idea  I wa s d oin g a nyt hing wro n g.

I said sin ce he wa s  so r u de to m e I d id n ’ t ca re wh a t he t hough t, 
that I d id n 't  k n ow a nyt h ing abou t his  3 0-secon d p rayer s , and that 
fro m  that tim e on  he co u ld  s ay them h im s elf!

A s  I w a lk e d  a w a y, I t hough t, “ So m e brot her  he  is, to  s pea k to  m e 
lik e  t h at! A t  lea s t he co u ld  h ave left  ou t that part abou t ‘ r eligio u s  
fa n a tic’ s in ce I d o n ’ t eve n  k n ow wh a t p rayer s  a re excep t  fo r  the 
on es  on  the ca r d s  a n d in the b oo k . ”

Ve ry  soo n  after , I w a s  c a lle d  in to see the Secret a ry o f  the Scot tis h  
Rit e  abou t m y u n s a tisfa ctory perfor m a n ce. H e  wa s  n ice abou t it, 
but told  m e that I wa s  n e v er to en d a p r a ye r  “ in J es u s’ n a m e”  o r  “ in 
C h ris t’ s n a m e. ”  H e  s aid, “ M a k e yo u r  p rayer s  u niv ers al.  ”

I wo n d ered  abou t all t his  fu ss ove r  a p rayer, e s p ecia lly o n e that 
ca m e ou t o f  a boo k  a p reac h er  h ad lent me; but I ju s t t h a n ked him 
a nd left .

I wa s to lea r n  the m ea ning and s ign ific a n ce o f  t his fu ss ove r  a 
p r ayer  la te r  on , ’ but fo r  the tim e bein g I ju s t a ccep ted  it. A t  leas t 
the Secret a ry wa s  n ice abou t it. M a n y yea r s la ter, wh e n  he died , I 
lea r n ed that he wa s  a C h ris tia n  Scien tis t .

I n t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  s t a r

Bo n n ie h ad s u p por ted a nd e n co u r aged  m e in Lo d g e  wor k  fro m  
the start. A s  alre a dy s ta ted, s he had been an in a ctive m e m b er  o f  the
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O r der  o f  the Eas tern  St a r  w h e n  w e  w e r e  m a r ried , alt ho ugh  I h ad not 
k now n  it at the tim e. Aft e r  m y p ro m otio n , a nd as I b ec a m e m ore 
a nd m ore a c tive  in Blu e Lo d g e  a n d the Scot tis h  Rite ,  Bo n n ie  told  
m e on e nigh t that s he in ten ded  to b egin  a t te n ding the Ea s ter n  Sta r 
a nd thought it wo u ld  be goo d  fo r  m e to join .

I agreed, s u b mit ted  m y a p plic a tio n , a n d wa s  soon  a p p roved  a n d 
initia ted. M a n y p eo ple  b e lieve  that “ T h e  St a r”  is o n ly fo r  wo m e n , 
but it is n ’ t.

T h e  O r d e r  o f  the Eas tern  St a r  wa s  co n ceive d  by a m a n , m en  
o rga n ize d  it, men  wrote  t he rit u als, a n d n o m ee tin g ca n  be held  
wit hou t at least t h ree m ale offic e r s  p resen t. Me n ,  o n e m igh t  fa ir ly  
s ay, con t rol T h e  O r d e r  o f  t he Eas tern  Star, but o n ly  fro m  the 
b ackgrou n d.

T h e  social life  wa s  plea s a n t, a nd n ow t here wa s  o n e m ee tin g each  
week  that Bo n n ie a nd I co u ld  a t ten d toget h er .

Alt h o u g h  I co u ld  h ave bee n  an o ffic e r  in the Eastern Star, I had 
no desire to  be. I h ad ple n ty to  d o  alre a dy in t he Blu e Lo d ge  a nd 
Scot tis h  Rite  a n d I wa s  co n te n t ju s t  to e n joy goin g  wit h  Bo n n ie to 
the m eetin gs  a nd the socia l fu n ctio n s  that we n t wit h  t hem.

T h e  K o r a n  f e z  a n d  f u n  b e c o m in g  a  s h r in e r

Th e S h rin e (A n cie n t  Ar a b ic  Or der , No b le s  o f  the M y s t ic  S h rin e) 
is e a s ily the mos t  co n s pic u o u s  o f  all fo r m s  o f  F ree m a so n ry a n d the 
mos t fa r - re m ove d  fro m  b a sic M a s o n ic  p rin ciple s  a n d t r a dition s . 
M a n y w h o k n ow n ot h in g o f  M a s o n ry in ge n er a l w h o per h ap s d o n ’ t 
eve n  r ecog n ize  the wor d  “ M a s o n ”  exce p t  fo r  t h in king it mea n s 
som e kin d o f  b ric klaye r ,  h ave at lea s t a vag u e awa re n es s  o f  “ T h e  
S h riner s . ”

A t  the m e n tion  o f  the wor d  “ S h rin er”  mos t  w ill t hink o f  m en  in 
red hats wit h  ta s sels , per h a p s  in colo rfu l cos t u m es , p a r a ding, 
clow n in g and d oin g so m e kin d  o f  p u blic s e rvice .

I f  t hey are a lit tle  m ore aw a re than that, t h ey w ill t hink o f  t hem 
as men  w h o h ave b ig  co n ve n tio n s  a nd drin k a lot. Mo s t  o f  the 
ge n er al p u blic will g o  t h ro ugh  life  wit h  n o k n owle d ge  o f  the 
exis te n ce o f  the Scot tis h  Rit e  o r  the Yo r k  Rite; the d egree s  o f  t hese
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Bodie s  a n d s uch title s  as Prin ce Ad e p t ,  M a s te r  o f  the Roy a l Secret 
o r  Knigh t  Te m p la r  w ill h ave n o m ea ning at all fo r  them.

T h ey m ay n eve r  eve n  h ave heard o f  the Blu e Lo d ge  a nd the 
d egree o f  M a s te r  Ma so n . But t hey w ill p rob a bly h ave heard o f  the 
Sh riner s  a n d w ill h ave so m e k n owle dge  o f  wh at t hey do. T h e  
Shrine, the “Show A r m y  o f  M a s o n ry,  ”  m ain tain s  a very  high  
p rofile .

I had been  aw a re o f  the S h rine fo r  a lo n g tim e when  I had o n ly  the 
mos t vag u e k n owle d ge  o f  the rest o f  Free m a son ry. Fro m  the tim e 
o f  my ve ry  fir s t  en t r a n ce in to the Lo d ge ,  I had the t hough t o f  
so m ed ay b ein g a S h rin er. It s ee m s  to m e that this is true o f  mos t 
Ma son s  w h o  go  on  b eyo n d  the Blu e Degree s .

For  this rea son , o n e o f  t h eir  p r a ctices  a lw ays  p u zzled  m e: afte r  
each Re u nio n  in the Scot tis h  Rite, t he Sh riners  wo u ld  co m e 
arou n d, recr u itin g the n ew 32 nd D egr ee  Ma so n s  fo r  the S h rin e and 
it seem ed u n neces s a ry. S uch wa s the ca se wit h  me. S h or tly afte r  
r eceivin g the 32 n d D egr ee  t h ey bega n  a p p roac hing m e abou t 
join in g.  In m y ca se t h ey were wa s tin g t h eir  tim e, fo r  I had d ecid e d  
a lo n g tim e b efo r e  to join  t hem.

It is neces s a ry to be a 32 nd D egr ee  Ma so n  fo r  six mon t h s  b efo re  
bein g e ligib le  to jo i n  the S h rine. U n lik e  m y s e lf in a w ay, I d id n ’ t 
rush in as soo n  as the six mon t h s  p assed. I wa s  fu lly in volve d  in the 
Blu e Lo d ge  a n d alre a dy wa s an o ffic e r  in the Scot tis h  Rite; 
perh aps, also, I sen sed that wor k  in t he S h rin e wa s n’ t as serio u s  as 
in Blu e Lo d g e  a n d the Rite .  I wa n ted  to le a rn — about r eligio n s  and 
the m ea ning o f  life  —  a nd I had ple n ty to  learn wh ere I wa s. S o  I 
d id n ’ t e n te r  t he S h rin e afte r  the S p rin g Re u nio n  wh en  I beca m e 
eligib le .

I was C h a plain  in the Scot tis h  Rit e  a n d a D egree  Ma s ter. In the 
Blu e Lo d g e  I wa s  S e n ior  De a co n  a n d p rep a ring to be the J u nior 
Wa r de n , o n ly  tw o  ch air s  a w a y fro m  the offic e  o f  Wor s h ipfu l 
Ma s ter. I wa s  ve ry b u sy wit h  all this re s pon sibility.

T h e  fo llo w i n g  fa ll h ow eve r ,  afte r  Re u nio n , I decided  it wa s  tim e 
to en ter the S h rine. M ik e  had co m e in to the Scot tis h  Rite at S p ring 
Re u nio n  a n d wa s  n ow e ligib le  also. W e  we n t in to the S h rin e 
toget h er . I k n ew that t he S h rine initia tion s  go t  really r a m b u nctiou s 
a nd wo n dered  wh a t m igh t  h a ppen wh en  t h ey laid  hands ro u g h ly on
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Mik e.  T h e  in itia tion  wa s p e rfo r m e d  in the Colis e u m  b efo r e  a ve ry  
la rge c row d  o f  S h rin er s  w h o  c a m e to see t he fu n. O n e o f  the fir s t  
t hings  don e wa s  to id e n tify t he m en  wit h  healt h p roble m s  that 
migh t m a ke t he in itia tio n  a risk.

T h e r e  we re  p hysicia n s  t here to q u es tion  a n d ex a m in e the c a n di-
d ates; t hose co n sid e red  ris ky we re  sep a ra ted ou t, had a w h ite  ta pe 
put a rou n d the left  wris t ,  a n d t h ey s im ply sat w h ile  t he ot h er  
ca n did a tes  we n t t h ro ugh  the r ow d y part o f  it all. In this w ay, 
beca u se o f  his  p revio u s  b ack  inju ry, M ik e  wa s  s p a red t he h azing 
a nd the S h rin e wa s  th us s p a red  a de m on s tr a tion  o f  the “ H a n d s -O ff 
P olicy .  ”

W e  bega n  the in itia tio n  a bou t n oon  that Sa t u rd ay. Aft e r  the m e d i-
cal s cree n in g c a m e t he h azin g, w h ic h  wa s  ve ry c hildis h . So m e o f  
it wa s  not o n ly c h ildis h , but d ow n rig h t  vu lga r . A t  o n e poin t w e  
we re  p la ced  in a la rge, mes h  c age, a n d o n e o f  the S h rin er s  clim b e d  
up on top  o f  it. H e  ex p o s e d  a ve ry  co n vin cin g r u b ber  pe nis  w h ic h  
wa s  con n ected  to a w a te r  b ag co n ce a le d  in his clo t h in g a n d hosed  
d ow n  all o f  us in  the c a ge  to the d elig h te d  h owls  o f  the s pecta tor s .

Aft e r  t he h azin g it wa s  tim e fo r  the seriou s part, the rit u al, a n d 
then tim e to t ake the oa t h . W e  took  the ob lig a tio n ,  again  wit h  
te r rible  b loo d y co n seq u e n ce s  i f  w e  r eve a le d  a ny o f  the “ secre t s”  
(o n e  fo r m  o f  m ayh e m  w e  p ro m is e d  to  a ccep t  wa s to  h ave o u r  
“ eye b a lls  p ie rce d  to the ce n te r  wit h  a s harp, t h ree-edged  b la d e” ).  
A n d , wit h  the Kor a n  on  the alta r, w e  sealed  o u r  sole m n  oa t h  in the 
n a me o f  “ Alla h ,  t he G o d  o f  Ar a b ,  M o s le m  a n d Mo h a m m ed a n , the 
G o d  o f  o u r  fa t h er s . ”  2

I had t aken so m a ny b loo d y oa t h s  alre a dy (o n e  fo r  each  d eg r e e) 
that I p aid  lit tle  a t ten tion  to t his  o n e, exce p t  to n otice that it, lik e  the 
rest o f  t he rit u al, fe a t u red  deser t  set tings , Ar a b s  a nd Alla h ,  the M o -
h a m m ed a n  god . I wa s  d is a p poin ted  a nd a lit tle offe n d e d  at the 
c h ildis h  a n d v u lg a r  n a t u re o f  the in itia tion  but not re a lly s u rprised. 
Th is ,  aft e r  all,  wa s t he S h rin e; a n d “ fu n”  w a s  the S h rin er s’ t r a de-
m ark.

T h e in itia tion  wa s co m ple t e d  by 4 p .  m., so w e  co u ld  all be rea dy 
fo r  the b ig  celeb r a tio n  b a nq u et that nigh t . Wit h  s till a not h er  
in itia tion  be hin d  m e, I h ea ded  h o m e to s h are the m o m e n t  wit h  
Bo n n ie a nd to get  rea dy fo r  the celeb r a tio n . It wa s  to be a B Y O B
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(“ bring yo u r  ow n  bot tle” ) affair ,  Mik e  wa s goin g wit h  us, and we 
were loo k in g fo rw a r d  to wea ring ou r b ra n d-new feze s . W e  e n joye d  
the p a r ty, w h ic h  las ted u ntil 2 a.m.; w e  were Sh riners  at last and it 
fe l t  good .

T h e re  wa s  n o “ d egree  wor k”  in the Sh rine fo r  there is n o actu al 
d egree, so it d id n ’ t look  like I wo uld be lea r ning a grea t deal t here. 
H ow eve r ,  I loo k e d  forw a r d  to being a part o f  all t h eir  be n evole n t  
co m m u nity service s . I wa s proud o f  m y n ew red fe z  wit h  its gold  
t rim a nd ta s sel.

I d id n ’ t see h ow m y life  cou ld  be m uch m ore fu ll —  excep t  fo r  
o n e t h ing. I s till had a s pirit u al emptiness; I wa s s till in search o f  
a r eligio n .

F o o t n o t e s

1In a w e ll-or d e re d  lo d g e , Je s u s  is  n e v er m e n tio n e d  e xce p t in  v agu e, p h ilo s o p h i-

c a l term s . Pra y er s  a re  n e v er pra y e d  in  His  n a m e, a n d  w h en s crip t ure s  a re  q u ote d  

in  the rit u a l,  a ll re fere n ce s  to H im  are  s im ply  o m itte d . F o r  e x a m ple , I I  T h e s s alo- 

nia n s  3 : 6  is u s e d  in  th e  rit u a l,  b u t n ot the w ay it  is  in  y o u r B ib le ; th e  w ord s  "i n  the  

n a m e o f  o u r  L o r d  J e s u s  C h ri s t” a re  e n tirely  o m itte d . Lik e w is e , th e  rit u a l inclu d e s  

I  P e t e r  2 : 5 , b u t  w ith  th e  w ord s  "b y  Je s us C h ris t” o m itte d . A lb e rt  M a c k e y , a f t er  

Al b ert  Pi k e  th e  h ig h e s t  M a s o n ic  a u thorit y , c a ll s  this  c h a n gin g o f  the s crip t ure s  " a  

s lig h t  b u t n ece s s ary  m o d ific a tio n " ( M a s o n ic Ritu alis t, p g .  2 7 2 )

2 E v er y  S h rin e r,  k n e elin g b e fore  th e Kora n , ta k e s  this  o a th  in  t h e  n a m e o f  A lla h ,  

a n d  a c k n o w le d ge s  this  p a g a n  g o d  o f  v e nge a nce as  his  o w n  (" t h e  C o d  o f  o u r  

f a t h e r s ” ). A n d , in  th e  rit u a l,  he ack no w le d ge s  Is la m , th e d e cla re d  b loo d -e n e m y  o f  

C h ris tia n it y , a s  th e  o n e  tru e  p a th . ( “ W ho so s ee k eth I s la m  e arn e s tly  s ee k s  tru e  

d ire c tio n .  " )  H o w  it  m u s t bre a k  th e  h e art o f  G o d  to  h e ar th e s e w ord s  f r o m  th e lip s  

o f  H is  o w n  c h ild re n , p a rtic u la rl y  th e  lea d ers  o f  H is  ch urch .



8 A religion at lastA s  I con tin ued m y p rogre s sio n  “ t h ro ugh  the ch air s , ”  fro m  offic e  
to higher offic e  in the Blu e Lo d ge ,  I a lso con tin u ed  to wor k  in m ore 
and more o f  the Scot tis h  Rit e  degree s . A s  I con tin u ed to s t u dy in 
the degree rituals and lect u res , I d evelo p e d  m ore a nd m ore o f  a 
clea r  u nderstanding o f  r eligio u s  b eliefs  a n d m ove d  eve r  clo s e r  to 
a person al religiou s b e lie f o f  m y ow n .

" T h e  l o d g e  i s  a  g o o d  e n o u g h  

R e l i g i o n "

Th rough  the yea r s I m u st h ave hea rd h u n dred s o f  m en  s ay, “ I 
d o n ’ t need to go to ch u rch —  the Lo d g e  is a goo d  e n o u gh  r eligio n  
fo r  m e. ”  So very m a ny s uch m en  n eve r  a t ten d a ch u rch exce p t  wit h  
the Lo dge  once a ye a r  to hea r M a s o n ry exalted . T h ey  trust Lo d g e  
mem bers hip and t heir ow n  “ vir t u o u s  life ”  to a ss u re t hem a cce p -
tance in the “ Celes tial Lo d g e  a b ove .  ”

In a sense I agreed wit h  s uch men , in that I b elieve d  that the 
ch urches and syn agog u es  k n ew a nd ta ugh t o n ly  im perfec t  rem n a nt s 
and perversion s o f  the “ old  r eligio n s ,  ”  t he a ncien t m ys te ry r e lig -
ion s o f  the East. But I wa s  not in agree m e n t  wit h  t hem in a not h er  
sense: I was not goin g to be s a tisfied  wit h  b a sing m y life  on
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a nyt h ing so vagu e. I wa s goin g to con tin u e the search u ntil I had 
a s p ecific ,  fou n d a tion al religio u s  b elief.  A n d  I w a s n 't  t here yet.

T h e  t e n  c o m m a n d m e n t s

S till m otiva ted  in m y search fo r  religio u s  u n der s ta n ding, I wa s  
h a ppy wh e n  a s ked to beco m e Ma s ter  o f  the 18th Degree. In this 
d egree, the D egr ee  o f  the Rose C roix ,  I rea d that “ T h e  ce re m o nie s  
o f  this d egree  are in terpreted by eac h  in divid u al a ccor din g to his 
ow n  fait h , fo r  in no ot her w ay ca n M a so n ry ret ain  its u niver s al 
c h a r acter . ”

T h e  d egr ee  book  went on  to s ay that t he sym bolis m  fo r  this 
d egree  co m e s  fro m  the “ ankh, ”  the Egyp tia n  sy m bol fo r  life ,  whic h  
co m e s  fro m  D eity (G o d ),  m ea ning that the Egyp tia n  god s  we re  at 
leas t t he eq u al o f  the Chris tia n God . It a lso s aid that “ In  all r eligio n s  
t here is a ba sis  o f  truth; in all t here is p u re m or a lity.  ”

A s  I read t hese word s  I t hought t hey sou n ded wo n d e rfu l.  I d id n ’ t 
s top to  r e a lize  that this en dorsemen t o f  “ all r eligio n s”  in clu ded  all 
cr u el fo r m s  o f  p aga nis m wit h  m u tila tion  and h u ma n s acrifice s , 
voo d oo ,  witc h cr aft  (w h ic h  ofte n  refer s  to  i t s elf as “ T h e  Old  
R e ligio n ” )  a nd all for m s  o f  Sa ta nis m. T h e  d egree  boo k  tied  all this 
toge t h er  by s ayin g that Ma so n ry has t he mis sio n  o f  b rin gin g 
toge t h er  “ all m en  o f  all r eligio n s”  u n der the M a s o n ic  b a n ner and 
a rou n d the M a so n ic altar.

T h e  d egree  also feat u res the Te n  Co m m a n d m e n t s , w h ic h  I 
t hough t p a r tic ula rly nice, and in p e rfo r m in g this part o f  the rit u al 
o n e d ay a ve ry  importa n t in sight ca m e to me.

A  d i s t u r b i n g  t h o u g h t

A t  the next Re u nio n  this D egree  o f  Ro s e  C roix  wa s  exe m plifie d .  
I had m y tea m w ell prepared fo r  the p erfor m a n ce. I wa s  feelin g 
goo d  a bou t it —  not o n ly the “ truth”  I t hough t I wa s exp res sing, but 
also the e ffe c t ive  w ay we were  p e rfo r m in g the rit u al. O n e  o f  the 
ca n did a tes  in the cla s s  o f  initia tes  wa s the m a yo r  o f  o u r  la rge city, 
a ve ry  im port a n t ma n and, in a w ay, m y bos s . A s  us ual, o n e o f  the 
men  in the cla s s  wa s  selected to ac t u ally p a r ticip a te, rep rese n ting 
the rest; w e  c hose, o f  course, His  Ho n or , the m ayor.

At  the e n d o f  the oath I had him k n eelin g at the alta r, I had the 
B oo k  o f  the L a w  in m y hand, a nd he wa s  vow in g  to k eep  the Te n
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Co m m a n d m e n t s . A s  I rea d eac h  o n e fro m  the book, he repeated it 
afte r  m e a nd p ro m is e d  to keep  it. Ab o u t  h a lf w ay through the 
Co m m a n d m e n t s  t he t hough t occ u r red  to me, “ Yo u  can not pos si-
b ly do wh a t yo u  a re p ro m is in g to do. I k n ow you , and k now 
so m et h in g o f  yo u r  life ,  a n d yo u  ca n not keep  these Com m a n d-
ments. A s  a m a t ter  o f  fac t, I d o n ’ t t hink I k n ow a n yon e  w h o could . ”

Never t h ele s s ,  t he m a yo r  p ro m is e d  wit h  a ter rible oath, “ So mote 
it be. ”  T h is  in teres ting co n t r a dic tio n  s t ayed  wit h  me, ret urning to 
m y though t s  fro m  tim e to tim e. T h e  va s t m ajority o f  men a d mini-
s tering a n d t a king the oa th , h ow eve r ,  seem  o n ly to s ay it, get it over , 
a n d p ro m p tly fo rge t  it.

I  b e c o m e  w o r s h i p f u l  m a s t e r

W h e n  m y tim e c a m e to be elec t e d  Wor s h ipfu l Ma s te r  o f  the Blu e 
Lo d ge  I h ad to s top  t a kin g on  ext r a  re s pon sibilitie s  in the Scottis h 
Rite. I wa s  alre a dy wo r k in g in fo u r  d egree s , plu s m y participation 
in the Eas tern  St a r  a n d S h rin e. S e rvin g as Wor s h ipfu l Ma s ter takes 
mos t o f  the “ s p a re t im e”  o n e has, fo r  the d u ties are dema n ding. O f  
cou r se, I h ad the fu ll coo p e r a tio n  o f  m y s u perior s  at m y jo b ,  fo r  t hey 
we re  Ma so n s  a nd we re  ple a s ed  wit h  wh a t I wa s  doing. Th ey gave 
m e ple n ty o f  tim e o ff  fo r  M a s o n ic  fu ner als  and ot her  extra a c tivi-
ties , a n d this wa s  n eve r  a p roble m .

A n  i n t e r e s t i n g  t e s t i m o n y

O n the eve n in g afte r  m y in s t a lla tion  as Ma s ter  we had a special 
din n er p a r ty fo r  t he o u tgoin g Ma s te r.  It wa s ve ry nice, wit h  a 
p riva te p a r ty roo m  in a la rge h otel,  co m ple te  wit h  its own bar. 
D u rin g the p a r ty we a s ked the o u tgoin g Ma s ter  to s hare with us the 
s tory o f  h ow he had e n te red  M a s o n ry a n d his p rogres sion  in it. He 
h ad alrea dy h ad q u ite a bit to d rin k  a nd wa s  ve ry fra nk in the telling 
o f  his “ te s tim o n y”  as a  M a so n .

W e  la ugh ed as he told  us that wh e n  he a p plied  fo r  mem bers hip 
he wa s a m azed  that t he In ve s tiga tin g Co m m it tee  a p p roved  him for  
m e m bers hip . H e  s aid, “ I co u ld  h a rdly b elieve  that t hey were telling 
m e I wa s  a p p roved , fo r  I w a s  so dr u n k wh en  t hey a r rived that I 
co u ld n ’ t ge t  up. M y  w ife  h ad to le t t hem in, fo r  eve n  i f  I had been 
a ble to ge t  up o n  m y fee t  I co u ld  not h ave taken the chance o f  
w alk in g acros s  the roo m  a n d fa llin g d ow n . ”
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I la u gh ed  wit h  eve ryo n e  els e  at fir s t .  T h e n  I w a s  t ro u bled  by the 
obvio u s  co n t r a dic tio n  t here. O n e  o f  the b a sic tenets  o f  M a so n ry is 
s obrie t y . Y e t  t his  Pas t M a s te r  w a s  accep ted  fo r  m e m ber s hip  wh en  
so dru nk he co u ld n ’ t s ta nd u p a n d w alk . T h is  t ro u blin g t hough t, 
like the on e a bou t t he Te n  Co m m a n d m e n t s , s t ayed wit h  me.

A  s t r a n g e  a n d  

in tere s tin g th eory

We h ad reg u la r  lu n ch eon s  at t he Ac a cia  Clu b , fo r  Ma so n s  on ly. 
W e  wo u ld  u s u ally h ave a d rin k  at t he bar, then g o  in to the clu b  room  
and h ave lu nch. Aft e r  lu nch  w e  a lw a ys  h ad a s pea ker.

O n e s uch s pea ker  w a s  a  Me t h o dis t  p reac her , a dedica ted  M a so n  
and a  s t u den t o f  t he A n cie n t  Mys te rie s .  H e  h ad a s tr a nge and 
in teres ting t h eory to t he effe c t  that M a s o n ry wa s  act u ally fo u n ded 
by Nim r o d  at the b u ild in g o f  the T o w e r  o f  B a bel. O f  cou r se I k n ew 
not hing o f  the Bib le ,  so a ccep ted  eve ry t h in g he s aid as truth.

N o w  that I h ave m a de a s t u dy o f  the Scrip t u res  I k n ow that t h ey 
teach n o s uch t hing. H ow eve r ,  h avin g a lso lea r n ed m u ch  o f  the 
dark a n d s h a dowy o rigin s  o f  M a s o n ry,  I r e a lize  that the s t r a nge 
preac h er  m ay not h ave been  so fa r  fro m  the truth.

I  w a n t e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d

M y ye a r  as Wor s h ipfu l M a s te r  o f  t he Blu e Lo d ge  wa s  a pleas a n t 
exp erie n ce. I e n joye d  t he wor k  in t he w e e k ly  m eetin gs  a n d b rin g-
ing cla s ses  t h rough  t he fir s t  t h ree degrees . It w a s  a lso n ice being 
treated wit h  s uch res pect a n d b ein g c a lle d  “ Wo r s h ipfu l”  and 
“ M a s te r .  ”

Beca u se the o ffic e  req u ired  so m u c h  o f  m y tim e a nd e n e rgy,  m y 
t houghts w e r e  o n ce m ore r e a lly foc u s ed  on  t he Blu e Lo d ge  (r a t h er  
than on  t he Scot tis h  rite d egree s  a n d the S h rin e wo r k).  I had 
q u es tion ed  t h ings  alm os t  fro m  m y begin n in gs  in Ma so n ry, not that 
I wa s s kep tical,  but beca u se I wa n ted  so m uch to lear n a n d to 
u nderstand. I w a s n ’ t s a tisfied  ju s t to sit t h rough it, s ay it a nd get  it 
ove r  wit h ; I w a n ted  to le arn .  M a s o n ry wa s  g ivi n g  m ea ning to m y 
life ,  a n d I wa n ted  to gra s p  it all.



81

W h a t is  a  c o w a n ?
I re m e m bered  a q u es tion  that occ u r red  to m e d u ring o n e o f  the 

ve ry fir s t  lect u res  I heard. It wa s  abou t Ma sonic origin s  a n d the 
lect u rer s aid that the n a m e “ Blu e Lo d g e”  ca me from  “ ou r a ncien t 
breth ren w h o m et on  the h igh  h ills  a n d low  vales  at nigh t, m ee tin g 
u n der the s ta r ry c a n opy o f  H e ave n ,  ”  the blue sky. Th e lect u re we n t 
on to s ay that the a n cie n t b ret h ren  set gu ards “ to keep o ff  cow a n s  
a nd e ave s d rop p er s .  ”

M y min d gr a b b ed  o n to t he wo r d  “ cow a n ,”  as I had n ever  heard 
it b efo re.  Aft e r  the m ee tin g I a s ked the Tile r  (the offic e r  in the 
Lo d ge  re s pon sible  fo r  g u a r din g the d oo r  and keeping cow a n s  and 
ot her  “ p rofa n e”  per son s ou t o f  the h a ll) wh at a cowa n  is. Sin ce it 
w as his d u ty to keep  t hem ou t, I a s s u med that he wo uld  k n ow wh a t 
t hey were.

He loo k e d  p u zzle d , a nd fin a lly  s aid, “ I think it is a  n o-good  b u m . ”  
S o I a s ked abou t a doze n  ot h e r  m en  (in clu din g all the offic e r s ) the 
s a me q u es tion  that n igh t a n d no o n e co u ld  tell me what a cow a n  is.

M a n y yea r s  la ter  I fi n a lly  lea r n ed  that it is an old  term fo r  an 
u ntrained b u ilder  o f  w a lls  w h o  h a d n’ t the k n owledge o f  s tone 
m a son ry a nd w h o in t he m id d le  age s  co u ld  be fou nd e ave s d rop pin g 
on m eetin gs  o f  b u ild e r s ’ g u ild s , t ryin g to learn their secrets.

Th is  q u e s tio n in g b ec a m e a pa t tern in m y life  as a  Ma son . It 
so m etim es  go t  m e in t ro u ble but it also m ade me a m uch bet ter- 
in for m ed  M a so n  than m os t. H a d  a n yo n e asked me, wh e n  I wa s 
Wor s h ipfu l Ma s ter , wh a t  a “ cow a n ”  wa s , I could h ave a n swered  
the q u es tion . But n o o n e eve r  a s ked.

T h e  j u n i o r  w a r d e n  

leaves the lodge

W h ile  I wa s Wor s h ipfu l M a s te r  the m a n  w h o was J u nior Warden  
a sked m e o n e d ay abou t the Bib le .  H e  poin ted out that in t he rit u al 
w e  say that the Bib le  is a “ r ule a n d g u id e fo r  fait h and p r a ctice”  and 
that it teach es  that the C h ris tia n  G o d  is the o nly true o n e and that 
Jesus is t he o n ly m ea n s  o f  s alva tio n .

Ye t ,  he re m in ded  m e, w e  teach  in the Lo d ge  that all r eligio n s  are 
valid . He poin ted  ou t to m e that t here is a con tr a diction  t here and
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a s ked m e to explain  it to him. W h e n  I co u ld n ’ t d o  it he left  the 
Lo d ge  a n d renou nced Ma so n ry. I t hough t he wa s  a bit ex t re m e but 
n ever  fo rgo t  the q u es tion. T h is  m a n h ad been  a dedic a ted  Ma so n  
a nd a h ard wor k e r  in the Lo d ge ,  o n ly tw o  ch air s  a w ay fro m  bein g 
Wor s h ipfu l Ma s ter . He left  it all fo r  Jes us a nd the Bib le .

M o r e  q u e s t i o n s  

w it h o u t  a n s w e r s

Wit h  the clo s in g o f  m y ye a r  as Wor s h ipfu l M a s te r  I ret u rned to 
the wor k  in the Scottis h  Rit e  wit h  all m y migh t. I s t u died m ore o f  
the degrees , s t u died the refe re n ces  in “ Mor a ls  a nd D og m a ”  and 
ot her sou rces  a nd con tin u ed to ask q u es tion s. A s  b efo re ,  m y 
q u es tion s con tin u ed to be m et wit h  a n n oyed  s ile n ce o r  a dvice  to 
“ Stop a s king q u es tion s that h ave no a n swer  and ju s t  fo llo w  the 
Rit u al.  ”  I a sked so m a ny q u es tion s  the Secret a ry fin a lly  had a 
s pecial m ee tin g o f  the offic e r s  to deal wit h  the “ p ro b le m ”  I wa s 
crea ting.

W h e n  t h ey told  m e that m y q u es tion s  h ad no a n swer s  a n d that I 
s hould be s a tisfied  ju st to fo llo w  the book s , I s aid  m y piece. I told  
that b o dy o f  offic e r s  that I b elieve d  the a n swer s  w ere  t here but that 
n o on e ca re d  e no u gh  to fin d  t hem.

For  ex a m ple , I wa n ted to k n ow w h y w e  we re  c a lle d  “ Scot tis h”  
Rite, wh en  the d egrees  a nd the sys te m  origin a te d  in Fra n ce. “ W h y 
not call it the Fre nch  Rite?  ”  I a sked. Ag a in  t here w a s  n o a n swer, 
a nd t he co nfe re n ce con clu ded  wit h , “ J ust s tick to the Rit u al and 
s top t ryin g to w rite  yo u r  ow n  opin io n s  in to the sys te m . It is  
Scot tis h , no m a t ter what a n yo n e els e  m ay s ay. ”

In s pite o f  the s pecial m ee tin g’ s con clu sio n s , s ever al o f  the 
office r s  a p p roac hed me la te r  a n d a s ked h ow I h ad lea r n ed these 
t hings that we re  so dis t u rbing. I gla d ly  s h ared wit h  t hem m y 
ir refu t a ble M a s o n ic  sou rces a nd t h ey s ee m ed  to be t a king it a ll in. 
But it d id n ’ t c h a nge a nyt hing. T h eir  in teres t wa s  o n ly m ild  and 
te m pora ry. T h ey h a d no real desir e to k n ow the truth.

I bega n to r ea lize that t here are tw o  cla s ses  o f  Ma son s: o n e that 
ju s t sits t h rough  the m eetings; a n d the ot h er  that doe s  the wor k , but 
ju s t keep s  to the Rit u al a nd m e m orize s  o r  rea d s it wit h o u t u n der-
s ta n ding.
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[ rea lly d id n ’ t fit  in to eit h e r  c a tegory but wa s s till blin d to the 
Bib le  a nd its truth. S o I kep t  on  a s king. I con tin u ed sea rching for 
a n swers  in the d egree s  a n d ot h er  writin gs  o f  the M a so n ic authori-
ties.

A  k n i g h t  

c o m m a n d e r o f th e  co u rt o f h o n o r

In s pite o f  the fact that I wa s  “ m a king w ave s”  wit h  all my 
q u es tio n ing a n d s eekin g fo r  u n ders t a n ding, I con tin u ed to make 
real p rogres s  in the Rit e  a n d to  acc u m ula te honors  and recognition . 
Th e re  is a s pecial ho nor, b eyo n d  the 32 n d D egree,  c a lled  “ Knight 
Co m m a n d er  o f  the Co u r t  o f  Ho n or  “  (K .  C .  C .  H .  ). Wit h  the lifetime 
title goe s  a s pecia l red ca p  wit h  the K.  C .  C .  H. e m ble m . lt  was a 
h a ppy d ay w h e n  I w a s  n o tifie d  that I h ad been  selected  (b y  the 33rd 
D egr ee  rep re se n t a tive s) to r eceive  this high  honor.

In or d e r  to r eceive  the K .  C .  C .  H. it wa s neces s a ry fo r  m e to travel 
to a dis ta n t city.  Sin ce Bo n n ie wa s  wo r k in g she wa s  not able to go 
a lo ng, so M ik e  s aid he wo u ld  g o  wit h  me. W e  were give n  time off 
fro m  o u r  jo b s  to m a ke the t rip (o u r  s u perior s  were plea sed  about it 
a ll) eve n  t hough  it w a s n 't  neces s a ry fo r  Mik e  to go.  W e  took the 
train to  the C o n cla ve ,  a n d it wa s  a plea sa n t trip. I wa s  excited  and 
Mik e  wa s  h a ppy fo r  me.

Th e re  wa s  a grea t deal o f  d rin kin g at t he Co n clave  and it bothered 
m e. “ W h y  m u st w e  alw a y s  d o so m u ch  d rin king? ”  I a sked myself, 
but h ad n o a n swer. I e n joye d  a lit tle d rin king a nd did  it regularly. 
Bu t it bot h ered  m e that t here w a s  a lw a ys  so m uch  o f  it and that it 
p layed  s uch a m ajor  role in the M a s o n ic  life .  I r eceive d  the Honor 
a nd w e  e n joye d  a ba nq uet afte r  t he ce re m o n y. T h e  next morning 
t here wa s  a m ee tin g in the Lo d g e  H all a nd a lect u re wa s give n  by 
the Gr a n d Ma s te r  o f  the Gr a n d  Lo d ge  o f  Florid a , a ve ry prominent 
Ma son . I felt  h o n ored  by all o f  it.

Th a t afte r n oo n  M ik e  a n d I took  t he train back home. A s  we 
reflec te d  on  it a ll,  he s aid that he hoped  he co u ld  beco m e a 
K.  C .  C .  H. so m ed ay a n d I s aid that wa s m y hope also. Bon nie was 
gla d  to see m e, w a s  p rou d o f  the h o n or  I h ad r eceived , and thought 
I loo k ed  dis ting u is h ed  in m y s n a ppy n ew red cap.
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A  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  a t  l a s t

It wa s tim e again  to be ge t tin g rea dy fo r  Re u nio n  a n d t here wa s 
much to be p rep a red as I wa s n ow wo r k in g in fo u r  d egree s  at on ce. 
As  I s t u died m ore a nd m ore, I s aw wit h  in crea sing cla rity that 
Ma son ry teaches that w h a teve r  a m a n s in ce rely a n d co n s cie n -
tiou sly b elieve s  is truth, a n d that a ll r eligio n s  a re o f  eq u al wor t h  and 
validity. Th u s, Jes us C h ris t  is  red u ced to the level o f  the ot h er  
“ exe m pla r s”  s uch as B u dd h a, Mo h a m m e d , Co nfu ciu s , Pyt h agor a s  
and E m m a n u el Swed e n borg.

Alber t  M a c k ey wrote  (in  T h e  M a s o n ic  Rit u a lis t),  “ Th u s  the 
trestleboard (blu ep rin t fo r  life )  o f  the J ew is the O ld  Tes t a m e n t , o f  
the Moh a m m ed a n  the Kor a n ; the Ve d a  Scrip t u res  o f  Hin d uis m  and 
the writin gs  o f  Ba h a-u lla h  a re ju s t as goo d  as the W o r d  o f  the 
Chris tia n s’ G o d , fo r  the fact  is that all r eligio n s  a re n eve r  as goo d  
as the p u re te ac hings  o f  F ree m a so n ry. ”

Alber t M a c k ey,  that e min e n t M a s o n ic  le a der  a nd p h ilo sop h er  
who b elieve d  that all t he r eligio n s  o f  m a n are o f  eq u al va lid ity,  but 
are infe rio r  to the “ p u re te ac hin gs  o f  M a s o n ry,  ”  a lso b elieve d  in 
reincarn ation. A s  a m a t ter  o f  fact, M a c k ey b elieve d  that in on e o f  
his p revio u s  live s  o n  ear th  he h ad been  J acqu es D eM ola y ,  the 
m edieval s old ie r  cr u s a der  w h o wa s  b u r ned at the s t ake in Fra nce 
for  bet r aying the fait h  a n d vic t im izin g  p ilg r im s  in the H oly  La n d .  1

A  s e r i o u s  c o n t r a d i c t i o n

O f cou rse, t here are im m edia te p roble m s  h ere beca u se m a ny o f  
these religio u s  sys te m s that a re “ all co r rec t”  o r  o f  “ eq u al v a lid ity”  
claim to be the only  v a lid  a n d cor rec t  on e. S o  it b eco m e s  obvio u s  
that t hey ca n not all be “ righ t”  o r  o f  eq u al va lid ity.  Bu t m y min d  wa s 
not p rep ared to see this serio u s  con t r a dic tio n . I a ccep ted  this idea  
that it d oe s n ’ t r e a lly m a t ter wh a t yo u  b elieve  as lo n g as yo u  are 
sincere. T o  u n dergir d a n d hold  toge t h e r  this u n s u bsta ntial a s sor t-
ment o f  co n t r a dic tory b eliefs ,  t here wa s  the t h eory o f  reinca r n a-
tion.

As  Mik e  a nd I fin is h ed  up the d egree wor k  in s till a not her 
Reu nion, w e  disc u s sed the lect u re he g a ve  in the 25th D egr ee  and 
the one I g a ve  in the 32 n d D egree.  Neit h e r  o f  us h ad eve r  s t u died 
the Bible. N o  on e h ad eve r  wit n es sed  to us pla in ly abou t Jesus as
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the Redee m er , and so w e  d ecid e d  that we wo u ld  fin d  the truth abou t 
religio n  in the degrees . Mik e  had been  a C a t h olic  in Scotla n d , but 
h ad left  all that behind wh en  he c a m e to Am eric a .  H e said, “ I d o n 't  
wa n t a ny m ore to do wit h  C h ris tia n ity. ”

W e  e m b r a c e  r e i n c a r n a t i o n

Wit h  the degree work  and ot h er  M a so n ic writings  as o u r  sou rce, 
w e  fin ally decid ed  that the truth lay in reincar n a tion a nd that i f  we 
wo u ld  try to live  a goo d  life  n ow, be goo d  to ou r b rot her  Ma son s , 
help  the sick and attend to goo d  deed s  in gen eral, wh en  w e  d ie d  w e  
wo u ld  en ter the next life  on a h ig h e r  pla ne —  ju s t like goin g  
th rough a door. How eve r ,  if  we did  not try to live  righ t a nd d o w ell 
in this life ,  then w e  could  exp ec t  to g o  th rough that d oo r  in to a low e r  
for m  o f  life ,  perh aps as a b arba ria n  in the Dark Age s ,  o r  a p oo r  
wretch  livin g  in ignora nce a nd pove r ty in the Far East.

W e  rem e m bered, fo r  exa m ple, the exe m plific a tio n  o f  the 31st 
degree. In this degree the ca n did a te, as a typical ma n w h o has ju s t 
died, is d efe n din g his life  b efo re  the god s  and god des ses  o f  Egyp t . 
T h e  ca n did a te tells  o f  his goo d  wor k s  in his ju s t-e n ded life  a nd o f  
his hope fo r  a bet ter incar n a tion in t he next. A s  the ca n did a te tells  
o f  each wor k  he has don e, on e o f  the Egyp tia n  deitie s  d rop s  a s tone 
in to the pa n o f  a scale. A s  the last s tone is d rop ped in to the pan by 
the god  An u bis  (a  man wit h  a r a m ’ s hea d), the scale tips a nd O siris  
a nd Isis, w h o are p residing, s ay, “ W eig h e d  in the b ala n ce and 
fou n d w a n tin g. ”  T h e  ca n did a te lis ten s  then as the Soul o f  C h ere s , 
sym bol o f  im m ort ality, is b rough t b efo re  the C h a m ber o f  the Dea d 
a n d he learns that he must im p rove in his next life  in o r d e r  to 
a dva n ce in the cycle  o f  reinca r n a tion .

A  d u a l  c o m m i t m e n t

So we decided  to accept the doc t rin e o f  reincar n a tion a n d m a de 
a d u al com mit m e n t . W e  m a de a co m mit m e n t  to the co n cep t  as a 
religio u s  b elief.  W e  also m a de a co m mit m e n t  to on e a not her  to d o 
the best w e  co u ld  in this life  so as to be toget h er  on a h ig h er  pla ne 
in the next. W e  exa min ed  all the evid e n ce  at ou r dis pos al, m a de a 
decis ion , and then a sincere co m mit m e n t  to t ry to live  up to  it.
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Mik e  a nd I t hough t that som e how, by a ccep ting reinca rn a tion  
a nd d oin g the best w e  could, we wo uld  som ed ay fin d  o u r selves  
toge t h er  in that “ Gra n d  Lo dge  on High . ”

Bo n n ie r e a lly d id n ’ t agree with  us con cer ning reincar n a tion  but 
d id n ’ t s ay m u ch  abou t it. She seemed to k now som et hing, w a y 
d ow n  deep , that w e  did n’ t k now. But she did n ’ t objec t  to o u r  
d ecis io n  a n d co m mit m e n t and we pressed on.

A t  last, I had a r eligio n  o f  m y ow n ! I had the r eligio n  o f  Ma so n ry 
(t h e Egyp tia n  Mys te ry Religio n  o f  Isis a nd O siris) wit h  its u nder- 
gir d in g doc t rin e o f  reincarn ation and the Lo d ge  really wa s “ a goo d  
e no u gh  r eligio n  fo r  m e. ”

F o o t n o t e

1Th e O r d e r o f  D e m ola y , M a s o n ic  org a n iz a tio n  f o r  bo y s  t o o  y o u n g to  e n t e r the  
Lo d g e , is  n a m e d  f o r  J a qu e s  D eM ola y . re g a rd e d  in  M a s o n ic  tra d itio n  a s  a  h ero .
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s to r m

Wit h  a r eligio n  o f  m y ow n , at last, I en tered in to a p e riod  o f  fo u r  
s a tisfyin g yea rs . It  wa s a tim e o f  s teady, single- min ded  wor k  and 
accom plis h m e n t,  a s table period  o f  p rogres s. In m y wor k  in the 
Scottis h  Rite ,  e s p ecia lly,  t h ey were years o f  fu lfillm e n t .  Bu t wit h  
the s a tisfaction  o f  the wor k  and the lea rning, t here we re  so m e 
dis a ppoin t me n ts  and a mea s u re o f  disillu sion men t.

D i s a p p o i n t m e n t  i n  t h e  s h r i n e

Soon  afte r  b eco m in g a K.  C .  C . H., I s poke to the Illu s t rio u s 
Poten ta te o f  the S h rine abou t the pos sibility o f  m y “ m ovin g up”  to 
the offic e  o f  Illu s t riou s Poten ta te. I wa s wor kin g in the S h rin e as 
m uch as m y res pon sibilitie s  in the Scottis h Rite  and Blu e Lo d ge  
wo u ld  a llow . A s  a m a t ter o f  fact, I was one o f  the hardest wor ker s  
in ou r S h rin e Lo d ge .  I h ad beco m e on e o f  that co m m it ted  fe w  upon 
w h o m  the Pote n ta te depe n ded to keep things goin g.  Eve ry o rga n i-
za tion, it seem s, has s uch p eople  w h o do most o f  the wor k .

Y o u  d o n ' t  q u a l i f y

Wh e n  I told  him I wa s in teres ted in b eco m in g “ Illu s t rio u s  
Pote n t a te" so m ed ay (t h is  offic e ,  like that o f  Wor s h ipfu l M a s te r  in

8 7
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t he Blu e Lo d ge ,  is h eld  fo r  o n ly on e ye a r),  I t hough t he wo u ld  be 
plea sed —  that he wo u ld  e n co u r age m e to  seek it.

In s tead, he loo k e d  at m e a m om e n t a n d then s aid, “ J im, yo u  can 
n ever  exp ec t  to be Illu s t rio u s  Pote n t a te in the S h rine. T h e  office  
req uires  so m eo n e wit h  m ore m o n ey a nd a n ice r  hou se than you 
h ave. T h is  o ffic e  req uire s  e n ter t ain ing vis itin g Poten ta tes  and 
ot h er  im por t a n t p eo p le  a n d yo u  wo u ld  not be a ble to  do that 
p roperly. Yo u  m ay as w ell fo rge t  it . ”

Th is  r e a lly took  m e by s u rprise a nd it h urt m y feelin gs . O nce 
again , I s aw a s harp con tra s t betwee n  the seriou s nes s  a nd depth of 
t he Blu e Lo d g e  a nd Scot tis h  Rit e  a nd the s h a llow, social and p u blic 
rela tion s  e m p h a ses  o f  the Sh rine.

T h e  a l l - s t a r  f o o t b a l l  g a m e

A n ot h e r  dis a p poin t m e n t  ca m e as I con tin u ed  to wor k  hard in the 
Sh rine. I w a s  a p poin ted  to a de m a n din g a nd res pon sible jo b  in 
co n n ec tio n  wit h  the All- S t a r  Foot b all G a m e w e  s pon sored  in order 
to  raise m o n ey to b u ild  and oper a te o u r  burn ce n ter s  a n d hospitals 
fo r  c hild ren . I w a s  res pon sible  fo r  all a r r a ngem e n ts  fo r  lodging, 
fee d in g a n d e n ter t ain ing the coac h es , p layer s  a nd ot h er s  involved  
in p u t ting on  t he ga m e it s elf.

I wa s s a d den ed a n d dis illu sio n ed  by the vas t a mou n t o f  mon ey 
that wa s  spen t on  a cco m m od a tio n s  and en ter t ain m e n t fo r  all these 
people, r a ther than goin g  in to the hos pit als  t h e m s elve s . It really 
t rou bled m e. Bu t I soo n  lea r n ed that t here wa s  n ot h in g I co u ld  do 
abou t it. S o  I ju s t did  m y jo b  and took  co m fo r t  in t he m o n ey that did  
go  in to t he b u ildin g a nd oper a tion  o f  the hos pit als . Bu t I co u ld n’ t 
fo rge t  it a nd it con tin u ed  to t rou ble me.

M a s t e r  o f f  a l l  S c o t t i s h  
rite bodies

I we n t on  wo r k in g d ilige n tly  in the Scot tis h  Rit e  d egrees , learn-
ing m ore a nd m ore abou t t he “ Old  R e ligio n ”  that h ad b eco m e my 
ow n , a n d b e lievin g  that I wa s  g rowin g  s pirit u ally. D u ring the next 
fo u r  yea r s  I co n tin u ed  to  wor k  in s till m ore degrees , to make 
occa sio n al w a ve s  by a s king q u es tio n s  (w h ic h  s till we n t la rgely 
u n a n swered) a n d to ga t h er  recogn itio n  a nd honors .



8 9

By the end o f  this tim e I had beco m e, in s u cces sion . Ma s ter  o f  all 
fou r o f  the Scottis h Rite  Bodie s  and s e rve d  as s uch wit h  s uccess 
and satisfaction. I had beco m e, wit h ou t s eekin g to be, the m a n 
ge n erally looked  upon as the ou t s t a n ding le a der  in the Rit e  —  the 
one most lik ely to “ really a mou n t to so m et h in g. ”

Except for  ail m y q u es tio ning and s eekin g fo r  k n owle dge and 
u nderstanding, I m ain tained h a r moniou s and frie n dly rela tion -
ships wit h  all in the sys tem. I wa s  a lit tle  “ h a rd-nosed”  in m y 
insis tence on get tin g the jo b  don e, m ain tain ed  a no-non sen se 
attitude about the work  and de m a n ded excelle n ce  o f  t hose wo r k -
ing with  me. But it wa s all pos itive , excep t  fo r  a fe w  lazy ones I 
wo u ld n’ t tolera te, and the res ults we re  co n sis te n tly good .

By beco min g Ma s ter  o f  all fo u r  Bodie s  I had a cco m plis h ed  
something seldom done. I felt  goo d  t h in king o f  h ow m uch I had 
learned in the proces s and had s a tisfaction , bot h  in the sen se o f  jo b s  
well done and o f  g rowin g in m y r eligio n .  I h ad m y root s  dow n  deep  
in the “ An cie n t Mys tery Religio n s ,  ”  wa s  d ep e n din g u pon rein ca r-
nation and m y good  work s  to eve n t u ally ge t  m e in to that “ Cele s tia l 
Lo d ge  on Hig h”  and I wa s g rowin g r a pidly in ter m s o f  re s po n sibil-
ity and accom plis h men t in the Lo d ge .  I felt  goo d  abou t it all, and 
won dered how it cou ld  be a ny better. I soon  fo u n d out.

G o o d  n e w s  a n d  b a d  n e w s

Fall Re u nion was a hard but goo d  o n e wit h  a la rge cla s s o f  
ca ndidates co min g through. A t  the e n d o f  Re u nio n  I wa s  told  that 
I was being con sidered fo r  the 33rd D egree .

Th e 33rd Degree! Th is  wa s  alm os t too goo d  to be real! I wa s 
K. C. C .  H. and Past Ma s ter o f  all Scot tis h  Rit e  Bo d ie s  and that wa s  
a lot o f  s uccess and ho nor fo r  on e w h o had been an a b a n doned lit tle  
boy. Th e thought that I migh t a lso be give n  the 33rd D egree  m a de 
m y head swim.

Th e 33rd Degree ca n not be ea r ned o r  bough t. A s  a m a t ter o f  fact , 
it cannot eve n  be sough t, fo r  to ask fo r  o r  seek it mea n s a u tom atic 
and permanent disq u alifica tion  fo r  the honor.

Th e Su preme Cou n cil o f  the 33rd D egree,  sea ted in Wa s hington , 
D . C. at the Hou se o f  the Te m ple ,  reaches dow n  a nd select s  t hose 
it chooses. Except fo r  a seat on  the S u p re m e Co u n cil it self, this
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ho nor is the e n d  o f  the lin e —  t here is non e high er . Not  only that, 
I had bee n  a  K .  C .  C .  H. fo r  o n ly  fo u r  yea r s . A  m a n can not eve n  be 
co n sid e red  fo r  the 33rd D egr ee  u n til he has been  a K.  C. C . H. fou r 
yea rs . I w a s  b ein g co n s id ere d  fo r  the 33rd in the minim u m tim e!

I wa s told  that in a bou t s ix mon t h s  I wo u ld  be notified  as to 
w h et h er  I wo u ld  a c t u ally be gra n ted the 33rd. I t hought, eve n  if  I 
we re  not s elec ted , wh a t an ho nor  it wa s  eve n  to  be con sidered!

Alo n g  wit h  this a lm os t  u n b elieva bly goo d  n ew s  I bega n to notice 
a p roble m  in m y wor k  a n d in crea sin g d iffic u lty  on  the job . In m y 
wor k  wit h  the Por t  A u t h ority I n eeded  to be a ble to see names and 
n u mbers o f  s hip s  a n d boa t s at a dis t a nce. Ra t h er  q uickly, this 
beca m e a p roble m . N o  m a t ter h ow h ard I t ried, I noticed I cou ld  not 
rea d the n a m es  a n d n u m bers  cle a rly fro m  a dis t a nce as I had always  
been  a ble  to do.

Th in kin g I o n ly n eeded  to ge t  s o m e gla s ses  that wo u ld  s olve the 
p roble m , I we n t  to  see an op ticia n . H e  ex a m in e d  m e and said he had 
b ad n ew s  fo r  m e. H e  co u ld n ’ t h elp  m e wit h  the p roblem by 
p re scribin g gla s ses  fo r  dis ta n t vis io n . A s  a  m a t ter o f  fact, he said 
that he co u ld n ’ t h elp  m e at a ll.  H e  s aid that I had a p rogres sive 
catar act d evelo p in g  on  m y left  eye  a n d wo u ld  need to see a 
p hysicia n .

A  d o c t o r  w i t h  s i m p l e  

g o o d  n e w s

I wen t h o m e a n d told  Bo n n ie wh a t h ad h a p pe n ed . S h e s aid  she 
k n ew o f  an op h t h a lm ologis t  s he co u ld  reco m m e n d . T h is  d oc to r  
h ad h elp ed  a la dy s he k n ew a n d s he felt  t h at he wa s t he o n e I s hould 
see. T h is  reco m m e n d a tio n  o f  Bon nie’s wa s  per h a p s  t he mos t  
im port a n t t u r n in g poin t  in  m y life .  O f  co u r s e I h ad no w ay o f  
k n owin g it at t he tim e. S im p ly d oin g wh a t  s ee m e d  t he logic a l t h ing 
at the tim e, a n d wit h  not t he sligh te s t in k lin g o f  t he im por t a n ce o f  
wh a t I wa s  d oin g,  I c a lle d  his  offic e  a n d m a de an a p poin t m e n t .

A  b o l d  d i a g n o s i s

W h e n  t he d ay a r rive d  I we n t  to the d oc to r ’ s offic e .  M y  time ca me 
and I we n t  in to t he ex a m in in g roo m  to w a it  fo r  m y p u pils to dila te. 
T h e  d oc to r  c a m e in, s poke wit h  m e b r iefly  a nd bega n  to exa mine
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m y eye s . In wh at seem ed to be a ve ry s hort tim e, he co m ple ted  his 
exa min a tion  and then p roceed ed  to give  m e a  bold  a nd s t a r tling 
diagn osis .

Th is  ma n look ed  as if  he we re  loo k in g righ t t h rough  m e fo r  a 
m om e n t and then said, “ M r .  S h aw, it is true. Yo u  d o h ave a 
d evelo p in g cataract on yo u r  left  eye ,  a nd t here is o n e co m in g on 
yo u r  righ t eye  also; but w h ile  yo u r  p hysical vis io n  is bad, that is n ’ t 
yo u r  real p roble m . Yo u r  real p roble m  is wit h  yo u r  s pirit u al 
vis io n .  ”

I sat t here feelin g a s tr a nge kin d o f  e m otio n al im p act, wo n d e rin g 
wh at he mea nt.

B efo r e  I co u ld  ask, he s poke again  wit h  the s a me p ow e rfu l 
s im plicity and a sked, “ Mr. S h aw, are yo u  s aved ?  ”

T h is  tim e I did  reply, a nd I a s ked him , “ S ave d  fro m  w h a t?  ”
He said, “ I mea n, h ave yo u  eve r  r eceive d  the Lo r d  Jes us Ch ris t  

as yo u r  S avio r  and m a de Him  t he Lo r d  o f  yo u r  life ?  ”
By t his tim e I wa s regain ing m y usual a bility to ca r ry on  s uch 

verb al exc h a nges  and, wit h  a religio u s  h a ughtines s rising up wit h in  
m e, I s aid to him, “ Sir, I k n ow m ore abou t r eligio n  than yo u  d o  —  
as a m a t ter  o f  fact I k n ow m ore abou t r eligio n  than mos t p eo p le  w ill 
e v er k n ow! ”

But he was neit her im pres sed  nor taken a b ack by m y prou d 
decla ra tion . Wit h o u t  t a king his eye s  fro m  min e o r  c h a n gin g his 
exp res sio n  he a s ked m e, “ Bu t wh a t do yo u  k n ow abou t s a lv a tion ?  ”

S u d de nly I had no m ore s pirit  fo r  this exc h a nge. I sen sed that I 
wa s up again s t som et hing ve ry p owe rfu l,  a nd said q u ie tly,  “ I w ill  
t hink it ove r  and let yo u  k n ow”  and left  as q u ic kly as I co u ld .

" H e  i s  a  r e l i g i o u s  f a n a t i c "

I left  the doc to r’ s offic e  a nd we n t  to m y bos s’ s offic e .  I k n ew that 
I had a seriou s p roble m  wit h  m y eye s  and t hough t that I m ay h ave 
a not her p roble m  o f  a d iffe re n t  kin d —  o n e that I d efin it ely d id n ’ t 
u ndersta nd.

I a s ked m y bos s if  I co u ld  t a ke a  two-w ee k  leave. He said, “ S u re, 
J im”  a n d I wen t home to  c a ll m y h alf-b rot h er  in In dia n a polis . H e 
wa s a Ma son  also, and I t hough t he migh t g ive  m e som e a dvice.  I
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told  him wh a t h ad h appened, wh at the d oc to r  h ad s aid, a nd he 
q u ic kly g a ve  m e his opinion .

“ Th a t  m a n is a  religio u s  fa n a tic, ”  he told  m e. “ Yo u  t a ke the next 
pla ne here a n d I will m eet yo u  at the air por t. T h e n  I ’ ll t a ke yo u  to 
see m y  o p h t h a lm ologis t .  ”  T h e  next pla ne left  at 9 o’ cloc k  the 
follow in g  m or n in g a n d I wa s on  it.

" G o  

b a c k  h o m e  a n d  d o  w h a t e v e r  h e  t e lls  y o u "

“ W h e n  I a r rived  in In dia n a polis  m y h alf-b rot h er  wa s  w aitin g.  H e 
told  m e that I h ad an a ppoin t m en t wit h  his d oc to r  fo r  t he next d ay 
a nd took  m e to his hom e to rest and wait.  T h e  fo llo w i n g  d ay the 
doc tor  t here exa m in ed  m e and then a s ked m e w h ere I live d .  I told  
him w h ere I live d ,  and a lso wh at the ot h er  d oc to r  h ad s aid a bou t my 
eye s  (I  d id n ’ t men tion  wh at the ot h er  m a n h ad s aid a bou t my 
s piritu a l vis io n ).

He replied , “ I will look  the m a n up in o u r  Regis t e r .  ”
W h e n  he c a m e back in to the ex a m in in g roo m  he s aid  to  m e, “ Mr. 

S h aw, yo u  h ave the ve ry best m edic a l fa cilit ie s  ava ila b le  to yo u  in 
Florid a , a n d the doc to r  w h o exa m in ed  yo u  t here is o n e o f  the ve ry 
best. M y  a dvice  to  you  is to g o  s t raigh t h o m e a n d d o  w h atever he  
s a y s . ”

M y b rot h er  w a s n’ t at all plea sed. I wa s  fe elin g  a s t r a nge co m b i-
n a tion o f  d rea d and excite d  a n ticip a tion . T h e r e  s ee m ed  to be n o 
alte r n a tive excep t  to do as he said. Bu t w h at . I wo n d e re d ,  wo u ld  
that s tr a nge a n d in ten se doc to r  in Florid a  t ell m e to  do?

I n c r e a s i n g  k n o w l e d g e  

a n d  g r o w i n g  d i s c o m f o r t

Back ho m e, I m a de a not her a p poin t m e n t a n d we n t  to see the 
doctor. T h e r e  wa s  an u n expected co m plic a tio n : I had an in fec tio n  
in m y eyelid s .  H e said that he wo u ld  not be a ble to oper a te fo r  at 
least s ix week s . S o I ret u rned to wor k  a nd we n t  eac h  w ee k  fo r  the 
next six wee k s  to be t rea ted fo r  the infec tio n . Each  tim e w h e n  I 
we n t to  see the doc to r  fo r  exa min a tion  a nd t rea t men t, he s poke to 
m e about G o d ’ s pla n o f  s alva tion  a nd m y n eed o f  Jes u s as m y
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per son al redee m er. H e  s poke to m e abou t the Lor d  and quoted 
ver ses  o f  Scrip t u re.

S e arc h in g  t h e  s c rip t u re s
His  s pea king to m e t his w a y n o lo n ge r  offe n d e d  me. T h e  verses 

o f  Scrip t u re he q u oted  see m ed  to g o  w a y dow n  in side o f  me. Some 
o f  them seem ed to ex p lo d e  d ow n  t here, s tir ring things I could 
neit her describe nor u n ders ta n d. I d ecid e d  that I wo u ld  loo k  up the 
ver ses  he s poke o f  a nd read t hem fo r  m ys elf.  Th e m ore I thought 
o f  it the m ore s t rongly I wa n ted  to  d o  it.

I had n o Bib le  to rea d exce p t  fo r  the big on e on the c offe e  table. 
Bon nie had bough t it wh en  w e  we re  m a rried  and said that it would 
be ou r “ fa m ily Bib le .  ”  Bu t it h ad lain  there all t hose yea r s  without 
bein g read. A t  last it wa s ope n ed  a n d I bega n  to look  up the verses 
the doc tor  q u oted  and rea d t h em  in t h eir  con text. T h ey sou nded 
goo d  as I read them. I wo u ld  g o  b ack and read some o f  them again 
a nd again .

A s  the week s  p a s sed I wo u ld  so m etim es  wa ke up in the night 
t h in king abou t one o f  the ver ses , ge t  up and g o  in to the livin g room 
to read it fro m  that b ig Bible .  T h e  Scrip t u res  d efin itely s poke to me 
—  to need s deep  wit h in  m e. I n oticed  that t h ey con tin u ed to speak 
to me, rever ber a ting wit h  m ea ning, no m a tter h ow m a ny times I 
had read t hem. Th o s e Bib le  ver se s  we re  diffe re n t  fro m  a nyt hing I 
had eve r  read before. T h ey  s ee m ed  alive.

Th ere wa s a d efin ite  co n flic t  goin g  on  wit h in  me as the Scriptu res 
collid e d  in m y u n ders ta n ding wit h  the teachings o f  the Ma sonic 
a u t horities  and p hilosop h er s . I co u ld  feel the clou ds swirlin g in my 
min d a nd wa s  vag u ely t rou bled , but d id n 't  t ry to u nderstand it. I 
ju s t con tin u ed to read the b ig Bib le  in the livin g room , listen to the 
doctor  as he wit n es sed to  m e, a nd d o  m y Lo d ge  wor k  as well as I 
pos sibly could.

T h e  s c r i p t u r e s  w e r e  s o   s i m p l e

I did n ’ t t ry to sort it all ou t o r  u nderstand it. But I did notice 
som et h ing that beca m e cle a re r  a n d clea rer . In a d dition  to the 
s tr a nge “ life”  I sensed in t he Scrip t u res , I noticed  h ow sim ple  their 
m es s age wa s  co m p a red  wit h  the co m plexity o f  the Ma so n ic writ -
ings.



9 4

T h e  c o n f l i c t  c o m e s  i n t o  f o c u s

I had the s u rgery on  m y left  eye  a n d it wa s s u cces sfu l. Wit h  n ew 
gla s se s  I co u ld  see w e ll wit h  that eye  a n d afte r  tw o  wee k s  I we n t 
b ack to wor k .  T h e  op er a tio n  o n  the righ t eye  wa s  s c h ed u led  to be 
do n e in s ix mon t h s . A s  s u rely as m y vis io n  wa s  co m in g in to cle a re r  
foc u s  afte r  the s u rgery, so wa s  the co n flic t  b e twee n  the teac hings  
o f  the B ib le  a n d the tea c hin gs  o f  M a s o n ry.  I w a s  in c re a sin gly 
awa re o f  t his in ge n er al ter m s, but it b ec a m e cle a r  in s p ecific s  w h e n  
I g a ve  the 3 2 n d D egr e e  Lec t u re  at t he n ext Coro n a tio n .

O n e  o r  t h e  o t h e r  w a s  w r o n g

I h ad bee n  u n der s t u dy fo r  so m e tim e to  t he j u d ge  w h o  g a ve  the 
Lec t u re o f  t he 32 n d D egr ee  b efo r e  I bega n  to  g iv e  it m y s elf.  I had 
heard it o r  give n  it m a ny, m a ny tim es  a nd k n ew it w ell.  Re u n io n  
wa s  c o m in g  up, a n d M ik e  a n d I we re  m a kin g prep a r a tion s . I 
s t u died all o f  m y wor k  t h oro u g h ly —  the 32 n d D egr ee  Lec t u re  wit h  
p a r tic u la r  ca re. A s  I s t u died the lect u re, a n d w h e n  I d elive r e d  it to 
t he n ew cla s s  o f  32 n d D egr ee  M a so n s , I s aw that t here w a s  a 
s ign ific a n t  d iffe r e n c e  here. I s aw fo r  t he fir s t  tim e h ow  d iffe r e n t  
fro m  t he te ac hin gs  o f  the B ib le  wa s  the lect u re, t his  s u m ming up 
o f  all t he M a s o n ic  teac hin gs  the m en  h ad go n e  t h ro ugh  in wo r k in g 
up to t his clim a c tic  d egree .  T h e r e  w a s  a d iffe r e n c e  t h e r e— o n e that 
co u ld  not be r eco n cile d  a n d I s aw it cle a rly.

Eit h er  the “ O ld  R eligio n s ”  a n d the te a c hin gs  o f  M a s o n ry are 
righ t a nd t he B ib le  is w ro n g,  o r  the B ib le  is righ t a n d the “ Old  
R eligio n s ”  a n d M a s o n ic  teac hings  a re w ro n g.  Bot h  co u ld  not be 
righ t. It  wa s , I n ow  s aw cle a rly,  that s im ple.

O n  a  c o l l i s i o n  c o u r s e  

w ith  a  c h o ic e

Wit h  this fu n d a m e n tal co n flic t  n ow  cle a rly in foc u s  in m y 
u n der s t a n ding, I s aw the lo n g- r a n ge im plic a tio n s  o f  it all.  M a s o n ry 
ta ugh t s a lva tio n  by wor k s , d e p e n din g on  o n e ’ s ow n  “ vir t u o u s  life ”  
to  redee m  him . T h e  B ib le  teac hes  s alva tio n  by gr a ce, d e p e n din g on 
the p e rfec t  life  o f  Jes us a n d His  a to n in g deat h  fo r  us. M a s o n ry 
teaches that Jes u s is n o gre a te r  than t he ot h er  “ exe m pla r s”  o f  
his tory (s u c h  as Mo h a m m e d , B u d d a h , Ar is to t le  o r  J osep h  S m it h ),
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a n d wa s  n eit h er  d ivin e  n or  in s pired . T h e  Bib le  te ac hes  that Jes us 
is G o d  the So n , that H e  has a lw a y s  exis te d , a n d that n o m a n  ca n  be 
r eco n cile d  to G o d  t he F a t h er  exce p t  t h ro ugh  Him . 1 T h e r e  is a 
c h oice  to be m a de h ere— I s aw t his c le a r ly— a n d I w a s  on  a 
collis io n  co u r se wit h  that c h oice .

S e e k i n g  t h e  c o u n s e l  o f  o t h e r s

S eein g cle a rly t he co n flic t  a n d the c h oice  it de m a n ded , I bega n , 
d is c ree tly,  to seek  t he co u n s el o f  ot her s . I s poke wit h  Bo n n ie  a nd 
Mik e  a bou t it ,  a n d wit h  a  fe w  ot h e r  clo s e  frie n d s . I eve n  we n t  to  see 
the Met h odis t  p re a c h er  w h o h a d len t m e t h e b oo k  o f  Joh n W e s ley’s 
p rayer s  w h e n  I w a s  m a de C h a plain  o f  the Lo d g e  o f  Pe rfec tio n .  H e 
rea lly w a s n ’ t m u ch  h elp . H e  w a s  not a  ze a lo u s  M a s o n  a n d s eldo m  
a t ten ded Lo d g e  m ee tin gs , but h ad n o in te n tion  o f  le a vin g the 
Lo d ge  altoge t h er . He w a s n ’ t goin g  to m a ke that kin d  o f  t ro u ble fo r  
h im s elf! N o  on e s ee m ed  to u n der s ta n d as cle a r ly  as I did . Bo n n ie  
c a m e clo s e , but non e o f  t hem r e a lly s aw the co n flic t  a n d the c h oice  
it de m a n ded, p ro b a bly beca u se t h ey h ad not been  rea din g the 
Scrip t u res  as I had.

T h e  l i g h t  b r e a k s  t h r o u g h

D u ring o n e o f  m y reg u la r  vis it s  to  the doc to r  a fte r  t he oper a tio n  
o n  m y left  eye ,  I w a s  s it ting in o n e  o f  his ex a m in a tio n  roo m s , 
w aitin g fo r  him  to  co m e  to  c h ec k  m e. I a m ve ry m u c h  in clin ed  to 
rea d w h e n eve r  I m u st w ait ,  n o m a t ter h ow  b r ief the w a itin g p e riod , 
s o I loo k e d  a rou n d to see wh a t  wa s in t here that I m igh t  rea d u ntil 
he ca m e. T h e r e  wa s  not a  t h ing in that roo m  to rea d, exce p t  a Bib le .

I pic ked  it up, o p e n e d  it to J oh n’ s G o s p el,  a nd bega n  to  rea d again  
so m e o f  the ver s e s  I h ad rea d s o m a ny tim es  in c h a pter s  on e, t h ree 
a n d fou r. Th e n , t u r ning o v e r  to c h a p te r  s ix, I bega n  to rea d ver s e s  
I had not rea d b efo re .

M y  eye s  s ee m ed  to  m ove  q u ic k ly ove r  t he wor d s  o f  Jes us: “ I a m 
t he b read o f  life ;  he that co m et h  to m e s h all n eve r  h u nger; a n d he 
that b elieve t h  on  m e s h all n eve r  t hirs t... him  that co m et h  to  m e I w ill 
in no wis e  cast o u t... a n d t his  is the w ill o f  him that sen t m e, that 
eve ry  o n e w h ic h  seet h  t he So n , a n d b elieve t h  on  h im , m ay h ave 
eve rla s tin g life :  a n d I w ill r aise him  up at the last d a y.  ”
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" H e y  d o c  i s  t h i s  r e a l l y  t r u e "

Th e n  m y eye s  b e h eld  ve r s e 4 7 , “ V e r ily ,  ve r ily ,  I s ay u n to yo u , he 
that b elieve t h  on  m e hath eve rla s tin g life .  ”

In s pite o f  all the ver s e s  a n d p a s s ages  o f  Scrip t u re I had alrea dy 
rea d, a nd fo r  rea son s p ro b a bly k n ow n  o n ly to  G o d ,  this ver s e 
reach ed d ow n  in side m e a nd gr a b bed  m y hear t. I wa s  s t aggered  
wit h  the s im plicity o f  wh a t  it s aid a nd the p ow e r  o f  wh a t it did  to 
m e. Tr u m pet  fa nfa re s  in side m y head co u ld  not h ave m ore e ffe c -
t ively  loc k e d  m y a t ten tion  on  that s im ple  ver se, o r  m ore  cle a rly 
s hown  its im por t a n ce to  m e. It wa s d oin g p ow e rfu l t hings, bot h  in 
m y heart a n d in m y u n der s t a n ding.

“ Co u ld  it r e a lly be t r u e, ”  I wo n d ered , “ that it co u ld  a ll be so 
s im ple? Co u ld  this r e a lly be tr u e ?  ”

Wit h o u t  t h in kin g a bou t co u r te sy o r  p rop rie ty in a la rge d o c to r ’ s 
offic e ,  I c a lle d  ou t lo u dly,  “ H ey,  D o c ! ”

W h e n , afte r  a fe w  seco n d s , he loo k e d  in to t he roo m  w h ere  I wa s  
sit ting, I poin ted  to that ve r s e  a n d a s ked, “ Is t his r e a lly t r u e? ”

He loo k e d  at t he p age, rea d the ve r s e m y fin ge r  w a s  on  a nd s aid, 
“ Su re. Ye s ,  J im, o f  co u r se i t ’ s t r ue. ”

T h i s  t i m e  i t  w a s  r e a l

W h e n  o n e has been  ex p o s e d  to M a s o n ic  r eligio n  a n d p h ilo sop h y, 
wit h  all its co nfu sio n , dou b t a nd do u ble t alk , fo r  as lo n g as I had 
been , it is h ard to  b e lieve  the sim ple truth w h e n  fin a lly  co n fro n te d  
wit h  it —  eve n  the livin g  truth o f  the Bib le .

Aft e r  b ein g r e a lly co n vin ce d  o f  t he truth o f  the “ O ld  R e lig io n ”  
a nd the doc t rin e o f  rein ca r n a tion , afte r  b e lievin g  a nd te a c hing 
ot her s  that Jes us wa s  n eit h er  d ivin e  nor  u niq u e, it is not at a ll s im ple 
o r  ea sy to  a ccep t t he truth that H e  is  d ivin e  a n d  u niqu e.

Eve n  t ho ugh  the d oc to r  h ad been  q u o tin g Scrip t u res  to  m e fo r  
n ea rly six mon t h s , a n d I h ad been  s t u dying t hem m y s elf,  t h ere had 
been  m u ch  co n fu sio n  wit h in  m e a bou t it all.

But t he s u pern at u ral p ow e r  o f  the wor d s  o f  G o d  h ad been  d oin g 
t h eir  wo r k  wit h in  m e a n d the s im ple truth o f  t his ve r s e s u d de nly 
b roke t h ro ugh  the clu t ter  o f  t a ngled  co n cep t s  in m y min d.

T h e  ligh t  o f  Tr u t h  s u d de nly b roke t h ro ugh  t he fo g  o f  co nfu sio n  
a nd dou bt.
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It wa s T R U E ! It w a s  r e a lly that s im ple  a nd it wa s T R U E ! I had 
told  Doc on  occ a s io n  b efo re  that I b elieve d  the ver s e s  he s pok e of,  
but I r ea lly h a d n 't . M u c h  o f  that tim e I h ad been  p la yin g m in d  
ga m es  wit h  him. N o w  I did  —  I r e a lly d id! T h is  tim e I w a s n 't  
p layin g a ny min d ga m e s; t his tim e it wa s  re al.

S o m e t h i n g  i n s i d e  m e  c h a n g e d

Wit h  the rea liza tio n  that t he s im ple  m es s age o f  Joh n 6 : 4 7  is tr ue, 
a dark p ow e r  wit h in  m e w a s  b roke n , a d oo r  in m y heart op e n e d  a nd 
ligh t c a m e floo d in g  in to m e. I felt  an ove r w h elm in g  sen se o f  
gla d n es s  a nd s ad nes s —  a rush o f  m ixe d  e m otio n s  s wir lin g wit h in  
m e.

I d id n 't  t ry to  in terpret wh a t I wa s  fe elin g,  but it wa s  d efin it e ly  a 
b rea kt h rough  o f  truth. I r e a lly k ne w  it w a s  truth and I wa s  n eve r  the 
s a me again . So m et h in g in side m e h ad c h a n ged , so m et h in g that 
op e n ed  m y eye s  to  truth a n d er ror , a n d the c h a nge w a s  per m a ne n t . 
I wo u ld  see t hings  d iffe r e n tly  fro m  that d ay on .

A n  o p e r a t i o n ,  a  

p ra y er a n d  a  h u rrica n e

T h e tim e ca m e fo r  m e to h ave the s eco n d  oper a tio n , the o n e to 
r e m ove  the ca t a r act on  m y righ t eye ,  a nd I we n t  b ack in to the 
hos pit al co n fid e n t  that it wo u ld  turn ou t as w ell as the fir s t  on e. I 
w a s n ’ t wo r r ie d  at all.  W h e n  the oper a tio n  wa s  ove r  a n d I wa s b ack 
in m y roo m , s o m eo n e c a m e in a n d took  m e by the hand.

I co u ld n ’ t see, fo r  bot h  eye s  w e r e  b a n d aged. W h e n  I a s ked him 
w h o  he wa s, he s aid that he wa s  the d oc to r ’ s pa s tor.

He s aid, “ Mr .  S h aw, I ju s t c a m e fro m  the op er a tin g roo m . T h e  
doc to r  a lw ays  p rays fo r  his p a tien t s , a n d he a nd I p r ayed  fo r  yo u  —  
b efo re  a nd afte r  the s u rge ry. ”

His  wor d s  pen etr a ted  cle a r  to the ce n te r  o f  m e a n d s hook  m y 
e m otio n s  loose. I h ad n eve r  b efo r e ,  to m y k n owle d ge ,  h ad a n yo n e 
rea lly p ray fo r  m e. n e v er,  and I c h ok ed  on  the s ig n ific a n ce  o f  it.

W h e n  I co u ld  s pea k again  I s aid to him , “ Sir , as soo n  as I ge t  ou t 
o f  the hos pit al a n d a m a ble , I w ill  be at yo u r  c h u rc h . ”

He s q u eezed  m y hand a n d left  m e to t hink a bou t it all.  It w a s  an 
ove rw h elm in g ex p e rie n ce  but d efin it e ly  a goo d  on e.
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B efo re  m y rec u per a tio n  wa s  co m ple te  a h u rrica ne a p p roac h ed 
a nd the hos pit al a u t horitie s  were  a s king all p a tien t s  w h o we re  a ble 
to le ave to d o  so. I w a s  m a kin g m uch m ore r a pid  r ecove ry  than had 
bee n  ex p ec te d ,  so I c a lle d  Bo n n ie  a nd a s ked her to  co m e get  me. 
A s  she d r ove  m e h o m e, I told  her that alt h o u gh  p eo p le  fro m  the 
d oc to r ' s  ch u rch  h ad vis it e d  m e a nd h ad p r ayed  fo r  m e, not on e 
per son  fro m  the Lo d g e  h ad been  t here to see m e. S he told  m e that 
she had a n no u n ced  to  the Eas tern Sta r m e m ber s  that I wa s  h avin g 
the s u rgery. Bu t not a o n e o f  t hem h ad co m e. T h e  con tr a s t wa s  cle a r  
a n d u n mis t a k a ble.

T h e  p hysical h u rrica n e that wa s  a p p ro a c h in g wa s p a r alleled , if  
not excee d e d ,  by the s pirit u al a n d e m otio n a l o n e b u ild in g up in side 
o f  me.

Footnote'1See A p p e n d ix  A ,  “ M a s o n ic  D o c trin e  Versu s C h ris tia n  D o c trin e .  ”
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T h e h u rrica ne c a m e a nd we n t  wit h o u t  a ny h arm to us. But t he o n e 
wit h in  m e con tin u ed  to ga t h e r  fo r ce .  It s ee m ed  s t r a nge, fro m  m y 
poin t o f  view ,  fo r  all t he p eo p le  a rou n d m e s ee m ed  calm . Eve n  the 
doc to r  wa s  n o lo n ge r  s p e a kin g m u c h  to  m e a bou t t he Lo r d ,  fo r  I 
w a s n ’ t s eein g h im  reg u la rly. Bo n n ie  wa s  q u ie tly s u p por tive, but 
w e  rea lly d id n ’ t s ay m u ch  a bou t it. M ik e  a n d m y ot h er  frie n d s  we n t  
on  wit h  life .  It wa s  “ b u sines s  as u s u al”  a rou n d m e, but d efin it e ly  
not that w a y in side o f  m e.

T h e  h i g h e s t  m a s o n i c  d e g r e e

Ea s ter wa s a p p ro a c h in g a n d o n e q u ie t  m or n in g I wa s  at h o m e 
rec u per a ting fro m  the s eco n d  oper a tio n  w h e n  t he d oo r b ell r a ng. It  
wa s a s pecial d e live r y  le t te r  fro m  t he S u p re m e C o u n cil in 
Wa s h ingto n , n o t ifyin g  m e that I h ad been  s elec ted  fo r  t he 33rd 
Degree.

I co u ld  h a rdly b e lieve  it wa s  t r u e! T h is  h o n or  is o n e m os t  M a so n s  
n ever  eve n  t hin k o f  r eceivin g .  It w a s  ju s t too m u ch , too  fa r  ou t o f  
reach, b eyo n d  lim it s  o f  r e a lity. It wa s  u n real to  t hink I had act u ally 
been  selec ted . It wa s  an h o n or  ju s t  to be co n sid e red  fo r  this ultim a te 
d egree a nd I h ad ac t u ally been  s electe d , c hose n  by that s m all and 
p ow e rfu l gro u p , the S u p re m e C o u n cil o f  the 33rd D egree .

I c a lled  Bo n n ie  to s h are the goo d  n ew s  wit h  her. In t a lkin g wit h  
her, I s u rprised m y s e lf by a s king her if  s he t hough t I s ho uld  a ccep t 
it.
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“ W h a t  a s t r a nge t h ing to ask h er , " I t hough t. Bu t b efo r e  I co u ld  
co n te m pla te it s he s aid, “ W h y.  s ure  yo u  s ho uld  a ccep t it. Yo u  h ave 
wor k e d  so hard fo r  so lo n g to ge t  t here —  by all mea n s yo u  s hould 
accep t it .  ”

S o I ret u rned m y a ccep t a n ce im m e dia tely a nd bega n  m a king 
pla n s  fo r  t he trip.

I  m a d e  i t  o n  m y  o w n

Wit h  ple n ty o f  tim e to  reflec t ,  I t hough t a bou t m y lo n g clim b  up 
the mou n tain  o f  M a s o n ry in search o f  ligh t.  I t hough t a bou t the 
od d s  again s t a n yo n e’ s eve r  m a kin g it to  the 33rd D egree .  I r e a lized  
that in m y ca se the od d s  h ad been  eve n  grea te r . I had m a de it by h ard 
wor k  a n d d e dic a tio n  alo n e. So m e m en  h ave an e d ge  on  s elec tio n  
beca u se o f  t h eir  we alt h , p olitic a l p ow e r  o r  p ro m in e n ce. I h ad none 
o f  these.

Lik e  the d ay I h ad c a r ried  the m a n all the w a y to the top  o f  “ S h aw 
H ill”  b e twee n  C a m p  Bu t ne r a n d R a leig h ,  I h ad m a de it to the top 
o f  the M a s o n ic  m ou n tain  beca u se I wa s  w illi n g  to m a ke the effo r t  
req u ired  a n d refu s ed  to q uit . T h in k in g o f  t his, I felt  p a r tic u la rly 
goo d  a bou t it a n d wis h e d  m y m ot h er  co u ld  k n ow.

I had co m e a lo n g w a y sin ce le avin g the fron t ga te that te r rible d ay 
so m a ny yea r s  ago.  I h ad co m e the dis t a n ce wit h  no h elp  fro m  U n cle  
Irvin . W h o  wo u ld  h ave t hough t that the lo n ely  w alk , begu n  so 
m a ny yea r s  a go  by that frig h te n ed  lit tle  1 3-yea r-old  b oy, wo u ld  
h ave led  to t his  poin t?  I had reach ed the pin n a cle  —  m a de it a ll the 
w a y to the top.

So m e o f  t he m os t p ro min e n t a n d influ e n tia l m en  in the wo rld  
wo u ld  u n do u b tedly be t here to p a r ticip a te w h e n  I wa s  give n  this 
ultim a te d egr ee  —  fo r  m e —  lit tle  J im m y S h aw, w h o h ad go n e  to 
wor k  at age five  a n d m a de it a lo n e sin ce age 13. T h ey  wo u ld  be 
t here to g ive  the 33rd D egr ee  to m e. It wa s  re a lly a  bit d iffic u lt  to 
t a ke it a ll in.

3  d a y s  a t  t h e  m o u n t a i n  t o p

In o r d e r  to r eceive  the 33rd D egr ee  it wa s  neces s a ry to g o  to 
Wa s h in gto n , D . C. T h e  in itia tion  and rela ted  fu n ctio n s  we re  to last 
t h ree d ays.
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Sin ce Bo n n ie co u ld  p a r ticip a te in p r a c tic a lly none o f  the t hings 
I wo u ld  be d oin g eac h  d ay. s he d ecid e d  not to g o  a lo n g. W e  we re  
both excit e d  as I m a de p rep a r a tion s  to le ave. Bu t I wa s  not as 
excite d  as I ex p ec te d  to be. T h e  e d ge  wa s  taken o ff  the excite m e n t  
beca u se, in m e, it wa s  m ixe d  wit h  a co n sid e r a ble  a mou n t o f  
co n vic tio n .  W a y  d ow n  d eep  t here w a s  a g rowin g  res tles s nes s , an 
in crea sing co n flic t ,  p rod u ced  by the t hings  the d oc to r  h ad been  
s h a ring a n d by a ll the Scrip t u re I had been  rea din g. P rep a rin g to 
r eceive  t his “ ultim a te h o n or”  wa s  not as t h rillin g a s  it m igh t  
o t h e rwis e  h ave been .

A r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  

h ou s e of th e  te m ple

I fle w  in to Wa s h ingto n  Na tio n a l Air p o r t  and took  a t axi to the 
Ho u se o f  the Te m p le  on  Nor t h we s t  16th St reet. U p o n  a r r ivin g at 
the Te m p le  I wa s  m et by a recep tio n is t  w h o a s ked i f  I we re  t here 
to r eceive  the 33rd D egree .  I w a s  s u rprised to fin d  a  wo m a n  in t hose 
s acred  M a s o n ic  p recin ct s , but s aid that I wa s  and s h owe d  her m y 
le t te r  fro m  the S u p re m e Co u n cil.  S h e then told  m e that in or d e r  to 
r eceive  the d egree ,  I wo u ld  be ex p ec te d  to m a ke a “ m in im u m  
d o n a tio n " o f  a ve ry  la rge a mou n t o f  m o n ey (a t leas t it wa s  a “ very  
la rg e "  a mou n t fo r  m e).  T h is  took  m e co m p le t ely  by s u rprise fo r  
t here had not been  a wor d  a bou t a ny s uch “ m in im u m  do n a tio n”  in 
the let ter sen t m e by the S u p re m e Co u n cil.  I d id n ’ t c a r ry that m u ch  
m o n ey wit h  m e a n d h ad left  m y c h ec k b ook  at h o m e but w a s  a ble 
to  bor row the m o n ey fro m  on e o f  the ot h e r  m en  a nd g a ve  it to her. 
W e  ca n did a tes  w e r e  all u n h a ppy a bou t t his u n pleas a n t s u rprise and 
gr u m bled  to o n e a not h er  a bou t it, but we re  not u n h a ppy e n o u g h  to 
for s a ke the d egree  ove r  it. W e  we re  too  clo s e  to the “ top o f  the 
m o u n tain”  to turn b ack  at that poin t.

T h e  t e m p l e  i t s e l f

T h e Ho u se o f  the Te m p le  is q u ite im p re s s ive  —  a bit a w e s o m e, 
re a lly.  S t a n ding la rge, g r ey  a nd silen t  on  the cas t side o f  Nor t h we s t  
16th St reet, b e twee n  “ R ”  a nd “ S”  St reet s , it loo m s  ve ry  wid e  and 
t all fro m  the c u rb. T h e re  is a h uge exp a n se o f  gr a n ite p ave m e n t  in 
fron t o f  it, in clu din g t h ree levels  o f  n a r rowin g s teps as t he en t r a n ce
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is a p p roac h ed. Fla n kin g the en t r a n ce a re t w o  S p h in x-lik e  gra nite 
lion s  wit h  w o m e n ’ s head s, the neck o f  o n e e n twin e d  by a cob r a  and 
decor a ted  wit h  the “ a n k h”  (t h e  Egyp tia n  sy m b ol o f  life  a nd d eity).

Ad o r n in g the n eck a n d breas t o f  the ot h er  is an im age o f  a wo m a n , 
sy m b olic  o f  fe r t ility  a nd p rocrea tio n . In t he p ave m e n t ,  ju s t  in fron t 
o f  the t all b ro n ze door s , a re t w o  Egyp tia n  swor d s  wit h  c u rved , ser-
pe n tin e bla des  a n d, b e twee n  the tw o  swor d s , bra ss let ters , set in to 
s tone, s ayin g, “ T h e  Te m p le  o f  the S u p re m e C o u n cil o f  the T h ir ty-  
Th ir d  a n d La s t  D egr ee  o f  the A n cie n t  a n d Ac c e p t e d  Scot tis h  Rit e .  ”

O ve r  the t all,  b ro n ze door s , cu t in to the s ton e, is t he s t a temen t, 
“ F ree m a so n ry B u ild s  It s  Te m p le s  in the Hea r t s  o f  M e n  a n d A m o n g  
Na tio n s . ” 1

Hig h  a b ove  the en t r a n ce, p a r tia lly co n ce a le d  by s ton e colu m n s , 
is an ela bor a te  im age o f  the Egyp tia n  sun go d ,  b acked wit h  
r a dia ting sun a nd fla n k ed  by six la rge, gold e n  s n akes.

In side is elega n ce: polis h ed  m a rble, exo t ic  w oo d ,  gold  a nd statu-
a ry. T h e r e  a re offic e s ,  a lib r a ry, d in in g roo m , kitc h e n . Co u n cil 
Roo m , “ Te m p le  R o o m ”  a n d a la rge m ee tin g roo m . T h is  roo m  is 
lik e a lu x u rio u s  t heater, r a ther elega n tly fu r nis hed a n d decor a ted .

T h e  c eilin g  is d a rk blu e, wit h  ligh t s  set in to it to g ive  the 
a p pea r a n ce o f  stars. T h e s e  lig h t s  ca n eve n  be m a de to “ twin k le”  
lik e  stars in the s ky. T h e r e  is a s t age, w ell-eq u ip p e d ,  a nd it is all 
ve ry n icely  do n e. Bu t the t h ing that is m os t n otice a ble  is the w a y 
the w alls  a rc decor a ted  wit h  serpen t s. T h e r e  a re all kin d s; so m e 
ve ry lo n g and la rge. M a n y o f  the Scot tis h  Rit e  d egree s  in clu de the 
represen ta tion  o f  serpen t s  a n d I r ecog n ize d  t hem a m o n g t hose 
d ecor a tin g the w alls .

It wa s  all mos t  im p re s sive a nd g a ve  m e a s t r a nge m ixt u re o f  the 
sen s ation s o f  b ein g in a te m ple and in a to m b  —  so m et h in g s acred 
but t h rea te ning. I s aw b u sts o f  ou t s t a n ding m en  o f  the Rit e  in clu d-
ing two o f  Alb e r t  Pik e ,  w h o is b u ried  t here in the w all.

I n t e r v i e w e d  b y  t h e  s u p r e m e  

c o u n c i l

T h e fir s t  d ay wa s  d evo te d  to regis t r a tion , b riefin g s  a nd in ter-
view s .  W e  we re  c a lle d  in to o n e o f  the offic e s ,  o n e at a tim e, and 
in te rviewe d  by t h ree m e m ber s  o f  the S u p re m e Co u n cil.
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W h e n  m y turn c a m e I wa s  u s hered in to the o ffic e  a nd sea ted. T h e  
ve ry  fir s t  q u es tio n  I w a s  a s ked wa s, “ O f  wh a t r eligio n  a re yo u ?  ”  
No t  lo n g b efo re  t his I wo u ld  h ave a n swered  wit h  so m et h in g like, 
“ I b elieve  the A n cie n t  Mys te rie s ,  t he ‘ O ld  R e ligio n ,  ’ and I b e lieve  
in rein ca r n a tion . ”  H ow eve r ,  wit h o u t  t h in kin g at all a bou t h ow to 
a n swer , I fo u n d m y s e lf s ayin g, “ I a m a C h ris tia n . ”

Th e n , to m y s u rprise a nd t heir s , I a s ked o f  t hem. “ A r e  yo u  m en  
b o m  aga in ?  ”  T h e  m a n  in c h a rge q u ic k ly  s top ped m e by s aying, 
“ W e ' r e not here to t alk a bou t that —  w e  a re here to ask you  
q u es tio n s . ”

Aft e r  t h ey sent m e b ack ou t I sat d ow n  a nd t hough t abou t it. W h e n  
the next m a n  c a m e ou t, I a s ked him , “ Did  t h ey ask yo u  i f  yo u  are 
a C h ris tia n ?  ”  H e  s aid. “ Y e s ,  t h ey d id .  ”

“ Wh a t did  yo u  tell t h e m ? ”  I a s ked, a nd he replied , “ I told  t h em  
‘ H ell no, a nd I n eve r  in ten d to  b e !  ' ”

Th e n  he s aid a s t r a nge t h ing to m e, “ T h ey  s aid I ’ m goin g  h ig h er ,  ”  
a n d he left  t h rough  a d iffe r e n t  door ,  loo k in g plea sed .

B e c o m i n g  a  s o v e r e i g n  

g r a n d  i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l

T h e  secon d d ay wa s t he d ay o f  the act u al in itia tion , h eld  in the 
t h ea te r-like m ee tin g roo m . T h o s e  o f  us w h o w e r e  r eceivin g  the 
d egree  were sea ted  a nd the ce re m o n y wa s “ e x e m p lifie d ”  (a c te d  
ou t in fu ll cos t u m e) b efo r e  us, in the s a me w a y that w e  had 
p e rfor m ed  the le s ser  d egree s  o f  t he Scot tis h  Rit e  all t hose yea r s . 
T h e  parts in the exe m p lific a t io n  w e r e  p layed  by men  o f  t he 33rd 
D egree.

Th e rep rese n t a tive ca n did a te w a s  d res sed in black t rou ser s, 
b a refooted , b a re h ea ded a nd d r a ped  in a lo n g, bla ck  robe that 
re min ded  m e o f  a ve ry  lo n g,  bla ck  r aincoa t. H e h ad a black  
c a b le tow a rou n d his n eck  but wa s  not h ood win k e d . D u ring the 
in itia tion  he wa s  led  a rou n d the s t age, con d u cted  by tw o  m e n  wit h  
swor d s , as the d egr ee  wa s  p e rfo r m e d  fo r  us.

In s t r u ction s a nd sign s  w e r e  give n .  U p o n  the alt a r we re  fo u r  “ h oly 
b oo k s”  (t h e Bib le ,  the Kor a n , the B oo k  o f  the La w  and t he Hin d u  
Scrip t u res). A t  o n e poin t the “ c a n did a te”  w a s  told  to kis s  the boo k



1 0 4

“ o f  yo u r  r e lig io n " a n d. rep rese n ting us a ll,  he lea n ed fo rw a r d  and 
did  so. I r e m e m b ered  the Firs t D egr ee  in itia tion , w h e n  I w a s  told  
to kis s t he Bib le ,  a n d at that m o m e n t  so m et h in g c a m e fu ll cycle .  It 
wa s  the Final s uch kis s to be a part o f  m y life .

W i n e  i n  a  h u m a n  s k u l l

W h e n  it wa s  tim e fo r  the fin al o b lig a tio n  w e  all s tood  and 
repea ted the oa th  wit h  the rep rese n ta tive ca n did a te, a d minis te red  
by the S ove r eig n  G r a n d  In s pector  Ge n er al.  W e  then swore  tr ue 
a llegia n ce  to the S u p re m e Co u n cil o f  the 33rd D egr ee ,  a b ove  all 
ot h er  a llegia n ce s ,  a nd swore  n eve r  to r ecog n ize  a ny ot h er  b rot h er  
as b ein g a m e m b er  o f  the Scot tis h  Rit e  o f  F ree m a so n ry u nles s he 
a lso r ecog n ize s  t he s u p re m e a u t hority o f  “ t his  S u p re m e C o u n cil.  ”

O n e o f  t he Co n d u c to r s  t hen h a n ded the “ c a n did a te”  a h u m a n 
sk ull, u p side d ow n , wit h  win e  in it.

Wit h  all o f  us ca n did a te s  repea ting afte r  him , he s caled  the oa th, 
“ M a y t his win e  I n ow drin k b eco m e a d e a dly pois o n  to m e, as the 
H e m loc k  j u ic e  dr u nk by Socra tes , s ho uld  I eve r  k n owin gly  o r  
w illf u lly  viola t e  the s a m e" (t h e oa t h).

H e then dra n k the win e.  A  s kele to n  (o n e  o f  t he b rot her s  d res sed 
lik e  on e —  he loo k e d  ve ry  c o n vin cin g) then s tep ped ou t o f  the 
s h a dows  a nd t h rew his a r m s a rou n d the “ c a n did a te.”  T h e n  he (a n d 
w e ) con tin u ed the s e a lin g o f  the o b lig a tio n  by s ayin g, “ A n d  m ay 
t hese cold  a r m s fo r eve r  e n cir cle  m e s hould I eve r  k n owin gly  o r  
w illf u lly  viola t e  the s a m e. ”

T h e  S ove r eig n  Gr a n d  Co m m a n d er  clo s e d  the m ee tin g o f  the 
S u p re m e Co u n cil “ wit h  t he My s tic  N u m b e r ,  "  s t rikin g wit h  his 
swor d  Five, t h ree, o n e a nd then t w o  tim es. Aft e r  t he clo s in g p rayer , 
w e  all s aid “ a m e n , a m e n , a m e n , ”  a nd it wa s  ove r .

P r o m i n e n t  m e n  t o o k  p a r t

Th e re  we re  so m e ex t r e m ely p ro min e n t  m en  t h ere that d ay, 
in clu din g a Sc a n din avia n  Kin g,  tw o  fo r m e r  p reside n t s  o f  the 
U n ited  States, an in ter n a tio n ally p ro min e n t eva n gelis t ,  tw o  ot h er  
in ter n a tion ally p ro min e n t  cle rgy m e n ,  a n d a ve ry  h ig h  offic i a l  o f  
the feder al gove r n m e n t ,  t he o n e w h o a c t u ally p rese n ted m e wit h
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the ce r tific a te  o f  the 33rd D egr ee .  S o m e m a de o n ly  b r ief a p pe a r-
a nces; ot her s  s t ayed  m u ch  lo n ge r .  H ow eve r ,  t h ey d id n ’ t d o m u ch  
m ixin g o r  s ocia lizin g  wit h  us, exce p t  fo r  t hose w h o m  t h ey alre a dy 
k n ew. Eve n  t hough  t hese cele b ritie s  w e r e n ’ t ex t r e m ely “ b rot h -
e r ly ,  ”  it wa s s till q u ite  an ex p e rie n ce  fo r  m e ju s t to be a s socia ted  
w it h  t hem. It w a s  e a s ily the la rges t ga t h ering o f  s uch p ro min e n t  a nd 
influ e n tial m en  o f  w h ic h  I h ave eve r  been  a part.

T h e  t hird d ay t here wa s  a b a nq u et to celeb r a te  o u r  b eco m in g 
“ Gra n d In s pector s  G e n e r a l,  33rd D egr e e .  ”  T h e  b a nq u et wa s  a lit tle  
a n ticlim a ctic, at lea s t fo r  m e, a n d I wa s a n xio u s  to ge t  it ove r  wit h  
so I co u ld  ret u rn ho m e. It w a s  goo d  to be a 33rd at last. Bu t it w a s n ’ t 
as excit in g o r  f u lfilli n g  as I h ad t hough t it wo u ld  be d u ring all t hose 
yea r s  in the Cr aft .  I gu es s  t his  wa s  beca u se o f  the p rofo u n d  c h a nges  
goin g  on  d ow n  d ee p  wit h in  m e.

I ret u rned h o m e as soo n  as the 33rd D egr ee  awa r d  a nd rela ted  
socia l fu n ctio n s  we re  fin is h ed , fo r  it wa s  tim e fo r  m y next a p poin t -
men t wit h  the doc tor .  Af t e r  he had ex a m in e d  m y eye s  he s aid that 
t h ey w e r e  h e alin g fin e , that he felt  goo d  abou t the w a y t h ey we re  
loo kin g,  a n d as us ual he s poke wit h  m e a bou t the Lo r d .  I told  him 
that I pla n n ed to co m e  to  his  ch u rch  the n ext S u n d ay a n d that I h ad 
been  rea din g the Bib le .

O bvio u s ly  ple a s ed , he s aid, “ G oo d .  Ke e p  s t u dying, a nd yo u r  
sigh t w ill soo n  be m u ch  be t te r . ”  By t his tim e I k n ew wh a t he mea n t 
—  he wa s  s pea kin g o f  m y s pirit u al sigh t.

M a u n d y  Th urs- d a y

In the Scot tis h  Rite  the Th u r s d ay b efo r e  Easter, “ M a u n dy Th u r s -
d a y,  ”  is an im port a n t d ay. O n  t his d ay w e  a lw a ys  p e rfo r m e d  a 
s pecia l s e rvice  o f  Co m m u n io n  in the loc a l Scot tis h  Rit e  Te m p le .  
A t  this tim e I wa s  W is e  M a s te r  in the C h a p te r  o f  Ro s e  C r oix  a n d 
it wa s m y jo b  to p re side ove r  t he exe m plific a t io n  (d r a m a tiza tio n ) 
o f  the ce re m o n y. I had do n e t his m a ny tim es  a n d w a s  k n ow n  fo r  m y 
k n owle d ge  o f  the s e rvice  a n d fo r  “ d oin g a  goo d  jo b ”  o f  p u t ting it 
on.

T h e  w o r d s  h a d  m e a n i n g  n o w

O n  Th u r s d ay eve n in g  w e  ga t h ered  at o u r  h o m e Te m p le  a n d 
dres sed fo r  the ce re m o n y. It w a s  a lw a ys  a mos t sole m n  occ a s io n
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a n d see m ed  a lit tle  a w e s o m e, eve n  to t hose o f  us w h o had don e it 
m a ny tim es.

Dres sed  in lo n g,  bla ck , h ood ed  robes , w e  m a rc h ed in, s in gle  file ,  
wit h  o n ly o u r  fa ce s  p a r tly s h owin g, and took  o u r  seats.

T h e re  wa s  so m et h in g ve ry  to m b -lik e  a bou t the set ting. T h e  
sile n ce w a s  b roke n  o n ly  by the orga n , p la yin g m o u r nfu lly in t he 
b ackgro u n d, a nd t here wa s  n o lig h t  exce p t  fo r  the lit tle  that ca m e 
t h rough the win d ow s .  Aft e r  the o p e n in g p r ayer  (fr o m  w h ic h  the 
n a me o f  Jes u s C h ris t  wa s  co n s pic u o u sly excl u d e d),  I s tood  and 
ope n ed  the s e rvice .

A s  I h ad don e so m a ny tim es  b efo re ,  1 s aid, “ W e  m eet  t his d ay to 
co m m e m or a te  the dea t h  o f  o u r  ‘ Mo s t  W is e  a nd Pe rfec t  Ma s te r , * 
not as in s pired  o r  d ivin e ,  fo r  t his is not fo r  us to d ecid e ,  but as at least 
the grea tes t o f  the a pos tle s  o f  m a n kin d . ”

A s  I s poke t h ese wor d s  that I h ad s poke n  so m a ny tim e s  b efo re  
1 h ad a s t r a nge a nd p ow e rfu l ex p e rie n ce .  It w a s  as if  I w e r e  s t a n ding 
apart, lis te n in g to m y s e lf as I s poke, a n d the wor d s  ec h oe d  d eep  
wit h in  m e, s h o u ting t h eir  s ig n ific a n ce .  T h e y  we re  the s a me wor d s  
I had s poke n  so m a ny tim e s  b efo re ,  but h ad m ea n in g fo r  m e n ow. 
T h ey  m a de m e sick , lit e r a lly ill,  a n d I s top ped.

T h e  re a liza tio n  o f  wh a t  I had ju s t  s aid  g r ew  wit h in  m e lik e  the 
risin g o f  a c re s ce n do. I  h a d  ju s t  c a lle d  Je s u s  a n  " a po s tle  o f  
m a n kin d” w ho w as n eith er in s pire d  n or d ivin e!  T h e r e  wa s  a  silen t 
pa u se that s ee m ed  to  las t a ve ry  lo n g tim e as I s t r u ggled  wit h  a sick 
s m ot h erin g wit h in .

W h e n  I wa s  fin a lly  a ble, I con tin u ed  wit h  t he s e rvice  a nd w e  
ga t h ered  a rou n d a la rge t a ble acros s  the roo m  in m a rc h in g or der. 
T h e  t a ble wa s  lo n g, s h aped lik e a cros s , a n d cove r e d  wit h  a red  
clo t h  w h ic h  w a s  decor a ted  d ow n  the ce n te r  wit h  roses.

A  b l a c k  c o m m u n i o n

O n ce w e  we re  a s s e m bled  at the t a ble, I eleva te d  (lif t e d  h ig h ) the 
pla te o f  b rea d, took  a p iece ,  put m y h a nd on  the s ho u lder  o f  the m a n  
in fron t o f  m e, g a ve  him  t he pla te a n d s aid, “ T a k e ,  ea t, a nd g ive  to 
t he h u ngry. ”

T h is  con tin u ed  u n til a ll h ad p ar t aken o f  the b rea d.
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Th e n  I lift e d  up the go b le t  o f  win e ,  took  a sip, a n d s aid, “ Ta k e ,  
d rin k, and g ive  to t he t h ir s ty. ”

Ag a in ,  this con tin u ed  u n til all had p a r t a ken  o f  the win e.
Th e n  I took  the b rea d, w a lk e d  ove r  to the fir s t  row o f  s pect a tor s  

and served  it to the m a n  p r evio u s ly c h ose n  fo r  t he h o n or  o f  
rep rese n ting the res t o f  t he Lo d ge .

A s  I h a n ded it to him I again  s aid, “ Ta k e ,  ea t, a n d g ive  to the 
h u ngry. ”

In like m a n n er I s e rved  the win e  to him  s ayin g, “ Ta k e ,  d rin k , and 
g ive  to the t h ir s ty, ”  a n d he sat dow n .

Aft e r  this w e  took  o u r  p la ce s  at t he t a ble s h a ped lik e  a c ros s  a nd 
sat dow n . T h e  set ting wa s  d a rk, o u r  lo n g,  s w ee p in g robes  we re  
solid  black , o u r  fa ce s  n e a rly co n ce a le d  in the h ood s , a nd t he m oo d  
wa s  one o f  h e avy gloo m .  T h e  C h ris t -le s s  p r ayer s  a nd the hym n s  w e  
s a ng fit  righ t in. T h e  o n e wo r d  that wo u ld  de scribe t he e n tire eve n t  
wo u ld  be “ bla ck . ”  It wa s, in deed, a Bla ck  Co m m u n io n  —  a s t r a nge 
Black  Ma s s .

E x t i n g u i s h i n g  t h e  c a n d l e

Th ere  w a s  a la rge M e nora h  (c a n dle s tic k  wit h  s eve n  c a n dle h old
e r s) in the ce n te r  o f  t he roo m , wit h  s eve n  ca n dle s  n ow b u r ning.

S ta n ding again , I s aid, “ T h is  is in deed  a s ad d ay. fo r  w e  h ave los t 
o u r  Ma s ter . W e  m ay n eve r  see him  again . H e is d e a d ! Mo u r n , w ee p  
a n d cry, fo r  he is go n e .  ”

Th e n  I a s ked the offic e r s  to extin g u is h  the ca n dle s  in the la rge 
M e nora h. O n e by o n e t h ey rose, w a lk e d  to the ce n ter  o f  the roo m , 
extin gu is h ed  a s elec ted  c a n dle a nd left  the roo m .

Fin ally,  wit h  o n ly the ce n te r  c a n dle s till b u r ning, I a rose, w a lk e d  
s a dly to the Me n or a h  a n d extin g u is h ed  the last c a n d le— the ca n dle 
rep rese n ting the life  o f  Jes u s, ou r “ Mo s t  W is e  a n d Pe rfec t  M a s te r .  ”  
W e  had d r a m a tized  a n d co m m e m or a te d  the s n u ffin g ou t o f  t he life  
o f  Jesus, without once mentioning his name, and the s ce n e e n ded  
wit h  t he roo m  in d eep  sile n t d a rk nes s . I w a lk e d  ou t o f  the roo m , 
le avin g o n ly the d a rk nes s  a n d the s tilln es s  o f  death.

O n ce again , the s in gle  wo r d  best to de scribe it wo u ld  be “ b la c k .  ”
A ll  t h rough  the s e rvice  I wa s  s h a king a nd sick. I h ave n eve r  felt  

so sad. I had s t u m bled ove r  the wor d s  but, s o m e h ow, I m a de it to
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the co m ple tio n  o f  the ce re m o n y a nd we n t  b ack to the d res sing 
room. I s till d id n ’ t k n ow m u ch  abou t p r ayin g but felt  that I had been  
s u stained by the Lo r d  t h ro ugh  it all.

T h e  f i n a l p a r t in g

Back in t he d re s sin g roo m  w e  h u ng up o u r  black , h ood e d  robes, 
put ou r s treet clo t h e s  b ack o n  and p rep a red  to le ave .  Le s s  than tw o  
hours had p a s sed sin ce I a r rived . Bu t wh a t h ad h a p pe n ed  in that 
pe riod  o f  tim e h ad c h a n ged  m y life  fo r eve r .

S till sick  in m y hear t, I c h a nged  clo t h e s  wit h o u t  a wo r d  to a nyo n e. 
T h e  ot her s a s ked m e wh a t wa s  w ro n g. Bu t I co u ld n ’ t reply.

T h ey  re m in ded  m e that I h ad acted as W is e  M a s te r  so m a ny tim es  
b efore ,  that I w a s  k n ow n  fo r  m y s m oot h  p e rfo r m a n ce o f  it, and t h ey 
a sked wh a t h ad go n e  w ro n g.

I wa s c h o kin g on  the a wfu l reality o f  wh a t w e  h ad s aid a nd don e, 
the w ay w e  had bla s p h e m ed  the Lo r d ,  a n d the evil ,  black m oc k e ry 
w e  had m a de o f  His  p u re and s elfle s s  dea th . Wit h  w e e p in g w elli n g  
up wit h in  m e, I co u ld  o n ly  s h ake m y hea d in s ile n ce a nd w a lk  out.

Mik e  w a s  w a itin g fo r  m e at the d oor ,  ex p ec tin g to ge t  a ride ho m e, 
a n d he a s ked, “ W h a t ’ s the m a t ter, J im ? A r e  yo u  s ic k ?  ”

Fin ally a ble  to s pea k, I q u ie tly r eplie d , “ N o .  Mik e ,  I ’ m ju s t  sick 
o f  all this . "

" I t  i s n ' t  r i g h t "

I s tarted d ow n  t he wide s tep s in fron t o f  t he la rge Scot tis h  Rite  
Te m p le ,  r e a liza tio n  a n d co n vic tio n  g r o w i n g  wit h in  m e, reach ed 
the bot tom  s tep a nd s top ped. T u r n in g a rou n d, I loo k e d  b ack at the 
huge, granite building and slowly studied the words, c a rve d  in the 
s tone acros s  the top  o f  the en t r a nce: “ A N C I E N T  A N D  A C -
C E PT E D  S C O TTIS H  R IT E  O F  F R E E M A S O N R Y .  ”

So m et h in g c a m e cle a rly in to foc u s  in m y u n der s t a n ding a nd I 
m a de a d ecis io n . T h is  c ris is  poin t in m y life ,  o n e w h ic h  had 
req uired so m a ny yea r s  fo r  m e to reach, p a s sed in seco n d s . T h e  
truth wa s  r eve a le d  a n d the c h oice  wa s  m a de —  a c h oice  that wo u ld  
be the d iffe r e n c e  b e twee n  d a rk n es s  a nd ligh t , dea t h a n d life ,  on e 
that wo u ld  last fo r  e te r n ity. Loo k in g  up at t hose wor d s  I had w a lk e d
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u n der so m a ny tim es, wor d s  o f  whic h  I had been  so p ro u d, I s poke 
to m y s e lf ou t lou d. It wa s  as if  I we re  the o n ly ma n in the wo rld  as 
I heard m y s e lf s ay, s low ly  and d elib e r a tely,  “ It is n ’t a n cien t, it is n ’t  
Scot tis h , it i s n 't  free, and it i s n ’ t r ig h t !  ”

I t u rned a w ay a nd w alk e d  in to the p a r king lot, k n owin g that I 
wo u ld  n eve r  ret urn. A s  I w alk e d  in to the d eep e n in g d a rk nes s  o f  that 
s p rin gtim e nigh t , I wa s  w a lk in g in to the g rowin g  ligh t  o f  the livi n g  
G o d . A s  the natu ral d a rk nes s  clo s e d  a rou n d m e, the s u pern at u ral 
ligh t  w elle d  up wit h in  m e. Wit h  eve r y  s tep I took , as the Te m p le  
receded  be hin d  m e, I wa s  m ore free.

“ I w ill n eve r  ret u rn , ’ '  I t hough t wit h  eac h  step. “ I w ill n eve r  
ret urn, I w ill n eve r  ret u rn ... ”

T h e d ecis io n  wa s  m a de, the d ie  wa s  cast. Fro m  that nigh t o n w a r d  
I wo u ld  s e rve the tr ue and livin g  G o d , not t he Grea t Ar c h it ec t  o f  the 
U n ive r s e.  I wo u ld  ex alt  a n d lea r n o f  Him . not O siris ,  Kris h n a  o r  
De m eter . I wo u ld  seek a nd fo llo w  Jes u s, not the w ill - o ’ - t h e-wis p  
o f  “ hidden  wis d o m . ”

I wa s  w a lk in g,  afte r  such a lo n g tim e, ou t o f  the d a rk nes s  a nd in to 
t he ligh t.

Footnote
1This  s ta te m e n t is  a n  in tere s tin g  co n tra d ic tio n  w ith  the Te m ple it  a d orn s , a s  

w ell a s  with th e  thou s a n d s  o f  o t h e r s uch  M a s o n ic  te m ple s  b u ilt  a ro u n d  th e W orld  
a t a to t a l co s t  o f  m a n y  b illio n s  o f  d olla r s .



11 Walking 
in the light

I tried to  ex p la in  to M ik e  that Th u r s d ay nigh t , a n d told  h im  
q u ie tly but fo r c ef u lly  that I wa s  n e v er  goin g  to  ret u rn to  the Lo d g e .  
H e  loo k e d  at m e fo r  a fe w  seco n d s , t ryin g to  u n der sta n d, but u n a ble
to  do so.

Th e n  he s aid, “ Alr ig h t ,  J im , but w h a t yo u  n eed  is a d rin k. L e t ’ s 
g o  get  o n e .  ”

“ Alr ig h t ,  M ik e ,  ”  I r eplie d , “ b u t ju s t  o n e .  ”  A s  w e  s t ar ted fo r  the 
b a r near w h ere  he live d ,  I s aid, “ I d o n ' t  t hin k I ' l l  h ave a d rin k , Mik e .  
I t hink I ’ ll ju s t h ave a sod a  wit h  yo u .  ”

A  f r i e n d  l o v e t h  a t  a l l  t i m e s

A s  w e  sat in the b a r  M ik e  co n tin u ed  to ask q u es tio n s , t ryin g to 
u n ders ta n d w h a t wa s  h a p pe ning. I a n swered  h im  as w e ll as I co u ld . 
H e  k n ew that I h ad d e dic a ted  m y life  to M a s o n ry a n d h ow h a rd I 
h ad wor k e d  in it. H e  h ad bee n  t h ere wit h  m e fo r  m a ny yea r s , 
wo r k in g be sid e m e w h e n  ot her s  w e r e  not w illi n g  to  wor k . S in ce  his 
fir s t  m o m e n t  as a  M a s o n ic  ca n did a te, w e  h ad been  toge t h er . I h ad 
u rged h im  to  join ,  h ad give n  him  his pe titio n , s po n sored  him  a nd, 
as S e n io r  De a co n , I w a s  e s co r tin g him  t h ro ugh  the Blu e D egr ee s  
wh e n  he t h rew J u bela  acros s  t he Lo d g e  H a ll a n d e s t a blis h ed  t he 
“ H a n d s -Off P o lic y .  ”

W e  h ad wo r k e d  toge t h e r  in t he Scot tis h  Rit e  D egr ee s  so m a ny 
tim es , wo r k in g h a rder  than all t he rest. H e  had eve n  t a ken  tim e o ff

111



112

a n d go n e  wit h  m e w h e n  I r eceive d  the K .  C .  C .  H. I f  a nyo n e on earth 
k n ew h ow  t r u ly I h ad love d  a n d s e rved  M a s o n ry, a nd h ow  hard I 
h ad wor k e d  in a nd fo r  it, it wa s  Mik e .

N o w  he wa s  m ys tifie d ,  t ryin g to  u n der sta n d w h y I wa s  le avin g 
it, but u n a ble to  d o  so.

T h e  s u pern at u ral b a t tle that h ad bee n  goin g  o n  wit h in  m e wa s  o n e 
o f  w h ic h  M ik e  had not bee n  a part. T h e  truth o f  Scrip t u re that had 
been  lo d ge d  in side m e fro m  the d oc to r ’ s wit n e s s in g a n d m y Bib le  
s t u dy wa s  so m et h in g in w h ic h  he h ad not p a r ticip a ted. H e  co u ld  
not u n der sta n d the t h ings  o f  the S pirit  o f  G o d . A t  that poin t eve n  
1 d id n ’ t fu lly  u n der s ta n d it  all.  I ju s t  k n ew it w a s  real— I ju s t  k n ew 
it wa s  tr ue.

But M ik e  wa s  a fr ie n d  —  a real o n e —  a n d eve n  t hough  he 
co u ld n 't  u n der s t a n d t his o u t r ageo u s  t h ing I w a s  d oin g,  he wa s  s till 
s ticking by m e. Lik e  t he frie n d  o f  P rove r b s  1 7 : 17, he wa s  goin g  to 
love  m e “ at all tim e s , ”  a n d w a s  goin g  to s tick wit h  m e t h rough 
a dver sity. S a dly, the ot h er s  w o u ld  not feel that w a y abou t it. Fin a lly 
Mik e  s aid, “ J im, I d o n ' t  u n der s ta n d w h y yo u  a re le avin g the Lo d ge ,  
but I hope yo u  w o n ’ t be a n gry wit h  m e i f  I d o n ’t le a ve .  ”

I a s s u red him  that I d id  u n der s ta n d his positio n  a n d that neit h er  
his  s t aying nor  a nyt h in g els e  wo u ld  eve r  ca u se m e to  s top b ein g his 
frie n d.

M a k i n g  i t  o f f i c i a l

T h e  next  d ay I we n t  to  wor k . D u rin g m y lu nch p e rio d  I wrote  fo u r  
letter s o f  resign a tio n : to  t he Blu e Lo d ge ,  the Scot tis h  Rite ,  the 
Eastern Sta r a nd the S h rin e. 1 sealed, s t a m ped, a n d d rop ped  t hem 
in to t he m a ilb ox in fro n t o f  t he offic e .  I h ave n eve r  forgo t te n  the 
“ cla n g”  o f  the m a ilb ox lid  w h e n  it fe ll  shut. It s ee m ed  as t hough that 
sharp a n d s u dden sou n d h ad s eve re d  so m et h in g a nd set m e free; I 
felt  as i f  that “ cla n g”  sen t a n ew life  s u rging t h ro ugh  m e. H ow eve r ,  
that wa s not to be the e n d  o f  F ree m a so n ry in m y life  —  not by a ny 
mea n s. It wa s  not goin g  to be that ea sy.

M y  l a s t  m a s o n i c  f u n e r a l

T h e  next  d ay wa s  m y d ay o ff  fro m  wor k  a n d I w a s  at h o m e wh en  
the p hon e r a ng. It wa s t he Wo r s h ipfu l M a s te r  o f  the Blu e Lo d ge
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a nd he s aid, “ J im, w e  are h avin g the fu neral fo r  G e o r ge  (t h e T il e r 1 
o f  the Lo d g e ) t his afte r n oo n . Be at the Lo d ge  H all at I p . m. fo r  t he 
Lo d ge  o f  So r row s  (t h e M a s o n ic  fu neral is a lw a ys  begu n  a n d e n d ed  
at the Lo d ge  H a ll).

B efo r e  1 co u ld  reply, he h u ng up. I had o n ly put m y let ter s  o f  
resign a tio n  in the m a ilb ox afte r  n oon  the d ay b efo re .  Ye t ,  s o m e-
h ow, t h ey alre a d y  k n e w ! “ H o w  co u ld  t hey k n ow a lre a d y ? "  I 
wo n d ered . It wa s  o bvio u s  that t h ey w e r e  not goin g  to let m e g o  so 
e a s ily.

I had no in ten tion  o f  goin g  to  that fu neral a nd it n eve r  occ u r red  
to me that t h ey m igh t  co m e to ge t  m e. But that is ex a c tly wh a t t h ey 
did. Abo u t  an hou r afte r  t he p h o n e c a ll,  t h ey d rove  up to  the fron t 
o f  m y hou se a nd the Wo r s h ipfu l M a s te r  c a m e to the door .

He s aid, “ J im, I t hough t yo u  wo u ld  be at the Lo d ge  o f  Sor row s; 
are yo u  rea dy to  go ?  "

I ju s t loo k e d  at him fo r  a m o m e n t  o r  tw o  a n d then said, " I ' m not 
goin g .  ”

"Jim, you h a d  b e t t e r  g o "
“ W H A T  D O  Y O U  M E A N .  Y O U  A R E  N O T  G O IN G ?  ”  he burst 

ou t a n grily.  “ O F  C O U R S E  Y O U  A R E  G O IN G ! ”  Th e n , m ore 
q u ie tly,  he s aid, “ C o m e  on , le t ' s  g o .  ”

I d id n ’ t m ove ,  a n d s aid, “ I h ave ju s t put in fo r  a d e m it . " 2
He w a s n 't  at all s u rprised, but s aid, “ J im, yo u  m u st be ou t o f  yo u r  

min d! A s  lo n g as yo u  h ave s e rve d  the Lo d ge ,  h ave s e rve d  as 
Wor s h ipfu l Ma s ter , a n d a ll the honor s  yo u  h ave r eceive d ,  h ow  ca n 
yo u  d o  t his? ”

Th e ten sion  wa s  ve ry  grea t , a n d at that poin t Bo n n ie  s poke up a n d 
said. “ J im, yo u  had bet ter  g o .  ”

By this tim e I w a s  b egin n in g to  wo n d e r  i f  t h ey we re  pla n n in g to 
t a ke m e ou t and dis pos e o f  m e, o r  per h a p s k eep  m e a p riso n er  u n til 
I “ regain ed  m y s a nity. ”  But I s aid  n o m ore, kis sed  Bo n n ie  goo d b ye  
a n d we n t ou t the door . A t  the ca r  I s top ped. I o n ly h a d on  trou sers  
a nd a shirt. It is  n eces s a ry in a M a s o n ic  fu neral that p a r ticip a n t s  
we a r  a coa t  a n d tie. Wit h o u t  a wor d ,  the M a s te r  op e n e d  the tr u nk, 
took  ou t a coa t  a nd tie a n d h a n ded t hem to m e. H e  had a n ticip a ted  
this also.
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"H e r e ,  ”  he s aid. " I  k n ow yo u  t hink yo u  w o n ’ t h ave to t a ke part 
in the fu n er al beca u se yo u  a re not p rop erly d res sed  but I b ro ugh t 
t hese fo r  yo u . Pu t t hem o n .  ”

I put t hem on , he u s hered m e in to the car, a n d w e  d rove  a w a y. A t  
t he fu neral h o m e t here w a s  a b r ief s e rvice  co n d u cted  by t he dea d  
m a n ’ s ch u rch. Alt h o u g h  w e  took  no part in it, I n o tice d  h ow very  
s im ila r  it w a s  to M a s o n ic  s e rvice s . It co u ld  alm os t  h ave been  lift e d  
righ t ou t o f  M a s o n ic  rit u als. T h e r e  wa s  no m e n tio n  o f  Jes us at all. 
T h e  ma n wa s  a C h ris tia n  Scien tis t .

M y  l a s t  m a s o n i c  p r a y e r

We left  the fu neral h o m e a n d fo llo w e d  the hea r se to  the ce m ete ry. 
In the gr ave s id e  s e rvice  I wa s  "G r e a t  Lig h t s  Be a re r ; ”  I h ad a 
woo d e n  t r ay, s u p por ted  by a s trap a rou n d m y n eck, a n d o n  the tr ay 
we re  t he Boo k  o f  the L a w  (O ld  Te s t a m e n t  Scrip t u res), Sq u a re and 
Co m p a s s , t he "G r e a t  Lig h t s”  o f  M a s o n ry.

T h e  Ma s te r , w h o  wa s  Pries t,  s tood  at t he hea d o f  the gr ave .  I s tood 
at the foo t  a nd the ot h er s  lin ed  up on  eit h e r  side. T h e  M a s te r  did  all 
t he t a lking u n til tim e fo r  the p rayer . Th e n  it wa s  m y turn. I h ad the 
“ o ffic i a l”  p r aye r  ca r d o n  the t r ay b efo r e  m e. I loo k e d  at that ca rd, 
d ecid e d  not to fo llo w  it, a n d then p r ayed  m y ow n  p r ayer  w h ic h  I 
e n ded  "i n  the n a m e o f  Jes u s Ch ris t  o u r  S a vio r .  ”

I had co m e  a lo n g w a y fro m  that d ay w h e n  I h ad bee n  m a de 
C h a plain  in t he Lo d g e  o f  Pe rfec tio n  a n d d id n ’ t k n ow h ow  to p ray; 
so m et h in g els e  h ad co m e  fu ll cycle .  T h e  p r aye r  wa s  gre a tly 
offe n s ive  to the M a s te r  a n d the ot h e r  Ma so n s  w h o  w e r e  t here, o f  
cou r se, but beca u se o f  the set ting not a wor d  co u ld  be s aid to m e 
abou t it.

" A l a s ,  m y  b r o t h e r "

W e  all h ad a s p rig o f  Ac a c ia  w h ic h  w e  d rop ped , in t u r n, in to the 
gr ave  a n d s aid, “ Ala s ,  m y b rot h er . ”

I d rop ped  m y s p rig in to the gr ave ,  s aid, “ Ala s ,  m y b rot h er , ”  a nd 
it wa s as i f  I w e r e  loo k in g d ow n  t h ro ugh  the g r ave ,  in to a dark 
e te r n ity.
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I s aid, “ G eo rge ,  I wis h  yo u  co u ld  h ave k n ow n  Jes u s as yo u r  
per son al S a vio r  but, ala s, m y b rot h er , it ca n not be so. It is n ow  too 
la te. ”

" I  w i l l  b e  g l a d  t o  h a v e  y o u  g o n e "

We got  b ack in to the c a r  a n d d rove  to  the Lo d g e  H all w h ere  w e  
co m ple te d  the s e rvice  by clo s in g  the Lo d ge  o f  Sor row s . I s ta r ted 
to le ave wh e n  the S e n io r  W a r d e n  c a m e up to  m e a n d wa n ted  to 
k n ow wh a t h ad h a p pe n ed to m e to  m a ke m e think o f  le a vin g the 
Lo d ge .

I told  him  as p la in ly as I co u ld  that I h ad been  s aved , I n ow 
b elo n ge d  to the Lo r d  Jes us C h ris t ,  a nd I co u ld  n o lo n ge r  b elo n g to 
the M a so n ic Lo d ge ,  o r  a ny ot h e r  lo d ge  w h ic h  d e n ied  Him  as Lor d .

He im m e dia tely b eca m e ve ry  a n gry a nd s hou ted, “ I W IL L  B E  
G L A D  T O  H A V E  Y O U  G O N E ! ”

I then in sis ted that I go  to the o ffic e  o f  t he Secre t a ry a n d t alk wit h  
him a nd wa s  a llow e d  to d o  so.

O n c e  a  m a s o n ,  a l w a y s  a  m a s o n

Th e Secret a ry h ad ju s t r eceive d  m y letter.
“ J im, ”  he s aid, “ I ca n  h a rdly b elieve  yo u  wo u ld  le ave  the Lo d g e  

afte r  all t hese yea r s  and afte r  the h ard wor k  yo u  h ave d o n e a n d the 
honors  yo u  h ave r eceive d .  I ju s t  c a n 't  b elieve  it . ”  I k n ew that he 
co u ld  not u n der sta n d, but t ried  to expla in  that I w a s  n ow  in dwelt  
by the H oly  S pirit  a n d that H e wo u ld  be g r ieve d  if  I we n t  b ack in to 
a Lo d ge  Hall.

At  least t he Secre t a ry w a s  not h os tile  a n d. wit h  that, I left .  O f  
cou r se, in the eye s  o f  M a s o n ry I wo u ld  n eve r  le ave  —  not re a lly.  
T h e  ob lig a tio n s  (o a t h s) a re co n s id e re d  u n b rea k a ble.

A s  a m a t ter  o f  fact, the “ d e m it ,  ”  the M a s o n ic  for m  fo r  wit h d r a w-
ing fro m  the Lo d ge ,  is loo k e d  u pon by the Lo d g e  o n ly  as a 
doc u m e n t w h ic h  keep s  yo u  in goo d  s t a n ding fo r  the d ay w h e n  yo u  
w ill  ret urn. T h ey  d o  not loo k  u pon it as a n yt h ing lik e  a fin al 
resign a tion . F ro m  the M a s o n ic  poin t o f  vie w ,  the o n ly  w a y o n e ca n 
act u ally s top  b ein g a M a so n  is to d ie  (a n d  that, beca u se o f  the 
ge n er al b e lie f in rein ca r n a tion  a nd t he M a s o n ic  co n ce p t  o f  He ave n , 
is not eve n  the e n d o f  it in t h eir  eye s ).

Aft e r  I got  b ack h o m e I c a lle d  M ik e  at wor k  a n d told  him  all that
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h ad h a ppened. H e  s aid that he wis h e d  he co u ld  h ave been  at the 
s e rvice  fo r  the Tile r ,  fo r  he h ad been  a n ice g u y. B eyo n d  that he 
m a de n o reply. M ik e  w a s  d oin g a lot o f  t h in king.

B e g i n n i n g  a  n e w  l i f e

Jesus wa s  n ow in m y heart a n d eve ry t h in g w a s  c h a n gin g. I wa s  
seein g t hings  in a d iffe r e n t  ligh t,  t h ings  I h ad n eve r  b efo re  seen  at 
all. T h e  S pirit  o f  G o d  w a s  livin g  in m y h u ma n s pirit  at lo n g last. A  
t r uly n ew life  h ad begu n .

Th e re  wa s  s till so m u ch  to  lea rn , so m u ch  clu t ter  in m y m in d  that 
n eeded  to be cle a red  ou t a nd t h rown  a w ay. B u t I wa s  on  m y w ay. 
I wa s le a r n ing to w a lk  in t he ligh t  a n d the Lig h t  o f  the W o r ld  wa s  
m y con sta n t co m p a n io n  a nd g u ide. It wa s  wo n d e rfu l.

Bon nie a n d I bega n  a t te n ding t he d oc to r ’ s ch u rch reg u la rly. 
Aft e r  a life t im e  o u t side o f  ch u rch , a life t im e  fille d  wit h  p aga n  
r eligio n  and occ u lt  p h ilo so p h y, it s ho uld h ave s ee m ed  s t r a nge to 
b egin  s u d de nly to a t ten d ch u rch reg u la rly. It s ho uld  h ave been  a 
cult u ral, e m otio n al a n d s pirit u al s hock fo r  us —  e s p ecia lly in th at  
ch u rch (w h e r e  the G o s p el wa s  pla in ly d ecla re d  a n d Jes u s ex a lt e d).  
Bu t it s ee m ed  n at u ral to be t here. It w a s  w h ere  w e  b elo n ge d .

D r i n k i n g  i n  a  n e w  l i f e

We a ls o bega n  to  a t ten d nigh t  cla s ses  at the B ib le  C olle g e  
a s socia ted  wit h  t he ch u rch. It wa s  a to t a lly p o s it ive  exp e rie n ce. 
F ro m  the ve ry  b egin n in g eve ry t h in g w e  lea r n ed w a s  a b le s sin g —  
so p o s itive ,  so “ righ t”  —  that w e  w a n ted  to  le a m  m ore. W h a t  w e  
were le a r n ing w a s  not ju s t  in teres ting. It wa s  lik e  d rin kin g in n ew 
life .  W e  h ad, at last, fo u n d  the real sou rce o f  truth. W e  w e r e  t a kin g 
in all that w e  co u ld  get .

L e a r n i n g  t o  l e a d  

s o m e o n e  to  th e  Lord

Aft e r  a fe w  w ee k s  o f  cla s ses  in the Bib le  c o lle g e  I h ad lea r n ed 
en o ugh  to  r e a lize  that I r e a lly d id n ’ t k n ow ve ry  m u ch . Mos t  
im por t a n tly, I d id n 't  k n ow h ow to le a d  s o m eo n e els e  to the Lo r d  
— that is, to  h elp  s o m eo n e h ave t he per son al rela tio n s h ip  wit h  Him  
that I h ad fou n d.
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Excep t  fo r  the d oc to r ’ s wit n e s s in g to  m e a n d the Scrip t u res  he 
had s hared, m y b ein g s ave d  h ad been  a t h ing e n tir ely b e twee n  the 
Lo r d  a nd me. I w a s n ’ t eve n  cer t ain  as to ju s t h ow o r  w h e n  it h ad 
h a ppened. I wa s  le a r n ing that t h ere a re e ffe c t ive  w a y s  to wit n es s , 
to a pproach  p eo ple  wit h  t he G oo d  N ew s ,  a n d that it is  im port a n t to 
be a ble to s h ow t hem the b a sis  fo r  it in the Bible .

But I a lso r e a lize d  the im por t a n ce o f  k n owin g h ow  a ct u ally to 
le a d  so m eo n e to the Lo r d  a n d I k n ew that I d id n ’ t k n ow h ow  to d o  
it.

S o  I a s ked o n e o f  the te ac h er s  at the college ,  a m a n w h o  h ad been  
a mis sio n a ry to C u b a , to teach  me.

H e told  m e that t here are m a ny w a y s  to a p p roac h  it, t a ugh t m e his 
m et hod, a nd then g a ve  m e s o m e tr acts he had writ te n . H e  a dvis e d  
m e to m e m orize  t he ve r s e s  o f  Scrip t u re (s u c h  as Joh n 1 : 12, Joh n 
3 : 3, Joh n 3 :  16, Ro m a n s  3 : 23, Ro m a n s  6 : 23, Ro m a n s  5 : 8 a n d 
Ro m a n s  10: 9, 10, 13) a n d t he b a sic o u tlin es  o f  the tracts. I d id  ju s t 
that and soon  I w a s  rea dy.

T h e  w i n n i n g  o f  M i k e

Vaca tion  tim e w a s  co m  in g soon  a nd I a s ked Mik e  i f  he co u ld  ge t  
his at the s a me tim e as min e. I told  him  that the hou se n eeded  
p ain ting and, sin ce w e  h ad do n e it toge t h e r  in the past, I h op ed  he 
co u ld  h elp  m e wit h  the jo b  again . H e  agreed , o u r  va c a tio n s  we re  
a r r a nged fo r  the s a m e p e rio d  o f  tim e, and w h e n  t he d ay a r rive d  w e  
we n t to  wor k . W e  wo u ld  wo r k  fo r  a bou t t w o  hou rs, t hen s top  fo r  
a c offe e  b reak at t he kitc he n  t a ble.

I had m a de pla n s to wit n e s s  to  M ik e  d u ring t he p ain ting p rojec t  
a nd, at the fir s t  b rea k, on  t he fir s t  d ay, I bega n .

“ Mik e ,  d o  yo u  eve r  w o r ry  a bou t wh a t  wo u ld  h a ppen i f  yo u  
s hould d ie ?  ”

H e said, “ I wo r ry a bou t it so m etim e s  but yo u  a n d I d ecid e d  to 
b elieve  in rein ca r n a tion . Al s o ,  as a C a t h olic  I wa s  t a ugh t to  b elieve  
in P u rga tory, a pla ce  w h ere  I co u ld  s pen d tim e to p ay fo r  m y sin s . ”

I s aid, “ Mik e ,  I w a s  w r o n g abou t rein ca r n a tion . T h e  B ib le  s ays  
(i n  Heb rew s  9 : 2 7) that ‘ it is  a p poin ted  u n to men  o n ce  to die , but 
afte r  this the j u d g m e n t .  ’ I f  rein ca r n a tion  is  tr ue, t he dea th  o f  Jes us 
wa s  fo r  not h ing beca u se w e  wo u ld  eve n t u a lly s ave o u r s elve s . A n d
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as fo r  P u rga tory, t here is no Scrip t u re fo r  that idea , not eve n  in 
C a t h olic  B ib le s .  ”

I co u ld  t ell that M ik e  d id n 't  wa n t to hea r a ny m ore ju s t t hen, so 
I let the s u bject d rop: but I co u ld  a lso tell he wa s  re a lly t h in king. 
H e  wa s ve ry  q u ie t  a n d or din a rily he wo u ld  h ave bee n  d oin g a lot 
o f  la u ghin g a n d jo k in g .

" I  h a v e  l e d  a  v e r y  w i c k e d  l i f e "

A t  the n ext  b rea k I a s ked Mik e  if  he wo u ld  lik e to  g o  to He ave n  
wh en  he died .

He s aid, ‘ ‘ I h ave t hough t abou t it a nd, o f  co u r se, I wo u ld ; but I 
h ave led  a ve ry  wic k e d  life .  I b elieve  the M a s o n ic  Lo d g e  has h elped  
m e, beca u se I h ave a p u r pose n ow and t hings are m u ch  m ore 
regula r. I d o n 't  k n ow as m u ch  abou t the Bib le  as yo u  d o  but if  yo u  
wa n t to t alk a bou t it I w ill lis te n . ”

S o  I s aid  to  him , “ Mik e ,  I am a s king yo u  the m os t im port a n t 
q u es tion  o f  yo u r  life  —  yo u r  jo y  a nd peace fo r  all e te r n ity depe n d 
on  yo u r  a n swer. A r e  yo u  w illi n g  to r eceive  the Lo r d  Jes u s Ch ris t  
as yo u r  per son al S a vio r ?  '*

Wit h o u t  w a itin g fo r  his  a n swer , I we n t on . “ Yo u  s ay that yo u  
h ave led a wic k e d  life  but if  yo u  are w illi n g  to co n fe s s  yo u r  sin s to 
Him  a n d r ec eive  Him  as S a vio r  a n d Lor d ,  all yo u r  sin s  will be 
fo rgive n  a n d fo rgo t te n ,  w a s h ed  a w a y in His  b loo d , a n d yo u r  life  
w ill h ave a n ew b egin n in g. T h e r e  is n o ot h er  w a y to h ave all this; 
Jesus s aid, ‘ no m a n co m et h  to the Fa t her but by m e .  ’ H e  a lso s aid, 
‘ ye  must be bor n  a g a in .  ’ ”

Mik e  ju s t low e r e d  his  hea d a n d q u ie tly s aid, “ I d o n 't  k n ow h ow 
to be bor n  again . ”

I said, “ Mik e ,  wo u ld  yo u  be w illi n g  to t ry if  I s h ow yo u  h ow ?  ”  
Wit h  his  hea d s till d ow n  as if  alrea dy in p rayer , he q u ie tly s aid, 
“ Y e s .  ”

I n  m o m e n t s  i t  w a s  d o n e

We go t  d ow n  on  o u r  k nees , righ t t here in the kitc hen , a n d p rayed. 
Firs t I p r ayed  fo r  him a n d then I led  him in a s im ple p rayer , a s king 
Jesus to  fo r give  him, s ave  him and to co m e in to his  heart to live .  In 
m o m e n t s  it wa s  d o n e —  a t hing that wo u ld  last fo r  e te r n ity.
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N o w  Mik e  and I wo u ld  no lo n ge r  h ave to wor k  a n d wo n d er ,  
t ryin g to be goo d  e n o u gh  to m a ke it in to “ that C ele s tia l Lo d g e  
a b ove .  ”  N o w  w e  wo u ld  be toge t h er , in the p re se n ce o f  o u r  w o n d e r -
ful S avior ,  fo r  a ll e te r n ity. M ik e  wa s  a c h ild  o f  G o d .

I told  him to get  up. He loo k e d  up at m e. his eye s  fu ll o f  tear s, a nd 
t ried to thank me. But I told  him o n ly to thank the O n e  w h o  h ad d ie d  
fo r  him. Th e n  I g a ve  him so m e ve ry  s im ple in s t r u ction s a bou t 
rea ding the Bib le  and p r aying.

I a sked him , “ Mik e ,  a re yo u  s ave d ?  ”  and he replied , ve ry  
p o s it ively,  “ Ye s ,  I a m ! "

W e  we n t b ack to wor k ,  w e r e  n ea rly fin is h ed  w h e n  Bo n n ie  c a m e 
ho m e, a n d w e  all h ad din n er  toget h er .

Wh e n  I p r ayed  ove r  the foo d .  Bo n n ie s aid, “ A m e n ”  a n d then 
Mik e  c h im e d  in wit h  a b ig “ A M E N !  ”  H e w a s  le a r n in g fas t.

La te r  he a s ked m e, “ Jim d o  I n ow h ave t '  g ive  up s m o k in ’ m e 
p ip e?  ”

I said, “ No ,  M ik e  —  ju s t let the Lo r d  spea k to yo u  a bou t it. Bu t 
as yo u  le a m  to s tay clo s e  to H im , d o n ' t  be s u rprised if  H e  c h a nges  
the w ay yo u  fe el abou t a lot  o f  t h ings . ”

I did n 't  ask M ik e  to le ave  the Lo d ge .  But he im m e dia tely g a ve  
up all t he d egree s  he wa s  wo r k in g in. He g a ve  up t he S h rin e a nd 
seldo m  a t ten ded the Blu e Lo d ge .

Beca u se so m a ny o f  t he m en  kep t a s king him w h y he co n tin u ed  
to s pea k to m e afte r  I h ad left  t he Lo d ge ,  he soo n  left  the Scot tis h  
Rit e  altoget h er . Fo r  all p r a ctical p u rposes  he wa s  ou t o f  it all,  
alt hough  I h ad s aid n ot h ing to him abou t it.

S h u n n e d  b y  t h e  b r o t h e r s

T h e  c h a nge in o u r  socia l life  afte r  I r e sig n ed  fro m  the Lo d g e  wa s  
im m edia te a nd co m ple te .  Bo n n ie a n d I we re  cut o ff.  F o r  all t hose 
yea r s  w e  had been  so b u sy wit h  socia l fu nctio n s  a n d mos t  o f  it wa s  
plea s a n t. S u d de nly w e  we re  s h u n ned by o u r  frie n d s . It w a s  as i f  w e  
h ad lep rosy.

No t  o n ly had w e  been  b u sy wit h  p ar ties, b a nq uet s a n d recep tio n s  
a s socia ted wit h  the Lo d ge s ,  we h ad e n joye d  so m a ny goo d  tim es  
in on e a n ot h er s’ hom es . Neve r  d id  I e n joy b ein g a M a so n  m ore than 
at t hese info r m al p a r ties  in the hom es . In o u r  h o m e w e  h ad
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e n ter t ain ed  as m a ny as 2 0  gu es t s  at a t i m e— co m ple t e  wit h  m u sic 
— a nd t h ere wa s  n ever  a gu es t w h o left  u n h appy. We m et so m a ny 
frie n dly p eo p le  at t hese p a r tie s  that it wa s  s eldo m  w e  we n t  a n y-
w h ere in t he city  that w e  d id n ’ t see s o m eo n e w e  k n ew.

Now ,  not a o n e o f  t h em  wo u ld  eve n  spea k to us w h e n  w e  c h a n ced 
to m eet,  wit h  the s in gle  exce p tio n  o f  Mik e .  H e s t uck by us fro m  the 
start a nd it w a s  the h o s tility wit h  w h ic h  the rest t rea ted us that 
h a stened his d ecis io n  a bou t le avin g the Lo d ge .  I n eve r  had a bet te r 
frie n d , nor  a m ore s t u bbor n  on e, than Mik e .

N ow ,  h ow eve r ,  w e  w e r e  m a kin g n ew frie n d s  in t he ch u rch and 
in the Bib le  C o lle g e  cla s ses . T h e  socia l fu n ctio n s  that w e  we re  
b egin n in g to e n joy  wit h  o u r  n ew frie n d s  we re  a lot h e alt h ie r  than 
the on es  w e  had k n ow n  b efo re .

P e r s e c u t i o n  o n  t h e  

job  b rin g s  b le s s in g

On m y jo b ,  I wa s  alm os t  im m e dia tely c h a nged  to t he nigh t s hift . 
T h e re  wa s  n o a t te m pt to  co n ce a l the fact that it wa s  beca u se o f  m y 
le avin g the Lo d ge .

A t  fir s t  I w a s  s t u ng by it. Bu t the Lor d  q u ic k ly s h owe d  m e that 
it wa s a ble s sin g. A s  wa s  the ca se wit h  J osep h  o f  old ,  wh a t wa s  
in ten ded fo r  evil,  t he Lo r d  had used fo r  goo d .  N o w  I w a s  a ble to 
e n roll in the d aytim e p rogr a m  in the B ib le  C o lleg e .  Beca u se the 
work  w a s n ’ t so de m a n din g on  the jo b  at n igh t , I co u ld  d o  m y 
s t u dying at wor k  a n d s till d o m y jo b  w ell.

U n c l e  I r v i n s  p a r t i n g  w o r d s

My h alf- s is te r  in In dia n a polis  c a lle d  m e o n e d ay to  tell m e that 
U n cle  Irvin  w a s  in fa ili n g  health  and that s he t h ou gh t that I s hould 
see him. I ret u rned to In dia n a polis  and the tw o  o f  us d rove  ou t to 
his hou se.

U n cle Irvin  did  loo k  ill,  as i f  he m igh t  not live  m u ch  lo n ger .
I wa n ted to k n ow that he wo u ld  be wit h  the Lo r d  w h e n  he died , 

but I d id n ’ t ge t  to s peak wit h  him  abou t his  s a lva tio n . He had 
alrea dy fo u n d  ou t a bou t m y le avin g the Lo d g e  a n d w a s  not at all 
ope n  to h ea rin g m y rea son s. He wa s  alre a dy u pset w h e n  I go t  t here 
a nd we n t im m e dia tely to the attack.
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Q u ic k ly b eco m in g ve ry  a n gry, he s hou ted at m e, “ D o n ’ t yo u  eve r  
T H IN K ?  D o n ’ t yo u  r e a lize  that M a s o n ry is the S A M E  as J E SUS 
C H R IS T ?  ”

I m a de no r ep ly, fo r  he ex p ec te d  none, nor  wo u ld  he lis ten  to  m e. 
So, wit h  t his  ultim a te d ece p tio n  o f  the M a s o n ic  p h ilo so p h y e x -
pres sed in a fe w  a ngry wor d s  rin gin g in ou r ears, w e  left .  I n eve r  
s aw U n cle  Irvin  again .

In  a m a t ter o f  w ee k s  he w a s  dea d.

T h e  p a s t  i s  p r o l o g u e

I ret u rned ho m e, h e avy in hear t fo r  U n cle  Irvin , a nd we n t  b ack 
to wor k . I had m y jo b  to d o  a nd m y s t u dies  at the Bib le  C o lleg e  to 
p urs ue. T h e re  wa s  so m u c h  to lear n, a nd I wa s  h u ngry to  lea r n it all.

Lik e  m y d ays  in t he A r m y  in W o r ld  W a r  II,  I wa s  m u ch  old e r  than 
t he rest o f  t he s t udents. It d id n ’ t bot h er  m e at all. A s  a m a t ter o f  fac t, 
in so m e w a y s  it w a s  an a dva n t age, fo r  I h ad seen a lot o f  life  and 
dea t h that t h ey h a d n 't  seen .

T h e re  we re  m a ny o f  t h em, fo r  ex a m ple ,  w h o  we re  tim id  a bou t 
s pea king b efo re  a gro u p . Fo r  m e t his wa s  not a p roble m . M y  m a ny 
yea r s  as a le a der  in t he Lo d g e  h ad p rovid e d  rich  ex p e rie n ce  in 
p u blic s pea king. W h e n  I we n t  r eg u la rly to  minis te r  in on e o f  the 
n u rsing ho m es , t w o  o r  t h ree o f  t hem wo u ld  ofte n  g o  wit h  m e. T h ey  
wo u ld  h elp  m e wit h  the m u sic. I h elped  them to ove r co m e  t he fe a r  
o f  p u blic s pea kin g. M y  M a s o n ic  yea r s  d efin it ely  p aid  o f f  in this 
w ay.

S o  m a n y  m e n  l i k e  m e

Th ere  we re  m a ny tim e s  w h e n  I wo u ld  t hin k abou t all t hose yea r s  
I w alk e d  in d a rk nes s  a nd wo n d e re d  wh a t I m igh t  h ave been  a ble to 
d o  had I u sed all that tim e fo r  the Lor d .  I felt  that, s o m e h ow, it wa s  
not all wa s ted . A s  H e  p ro m is e d  in Ro m a n s  8 : 28, G o d  co u ld  wor k  
it all toge t h er  fo r  goo d .  H e  co u ld  co n ver t  t hose “ w a s ted”  yea r s  in to 
so m et h in g u seful. I f  n ot h in g els e ,  t hose yea r s  in M a s o n ry had 
eq u ip p ed  m e to reach  ou t to o t h e r  M a s o n s  wit h  the truth, the s im ple  
truth that ca n  set t hem free.

“ Th e re  are s o m a ny m en  lik e  m e ou t t h ere, ”  I t hough t, “ so m a ny 
Mik e s ,  so m a ny U n cle  Irvin s , d e ceive d  and bein g d e s t royed  by a 
d e a dly decep tio n . S o m e o f  t hem m igh t  lis ten  to  m e. ”
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A t  t h e  e n d  o f  a  l o n g  n i g h t

Very e a rly o n e m or n in g, as a lo n g nigh t wa s  givi n g  w a y to the 
g rowin g lig h t  o f  a b righ t  n ew d ay, I s tood  on  the pier , t h in king. I 
loo k ed  b ack ove r  all t hose yea r s  that s ee m ed  to h ave been  wa s ted  
a nd t ried to  loo k  in to the yea r s  o f  m y life  that s till lay a hea d. I 
t hough t o f  h ow fa r  I h ad t r aveled , sea rc hing fo r  truth, s eekin g ligh t,  
o n ly to be led  eve r  m ore d ee p ly in to t he d a rk nes s  by m en  w h o 
mea n t to d o  righ t. I t hough t o f  m o t h e r—  loo k in g so h elple s s  as she 
sent me up the s treet a nd ou t o f  her life ,  wit h  not h ing to  g ive  m e but 
her p itifu l leg a cy o f  a dvice  to  try to be lik e U n cle  Irvin .

I t hough t o f  all t he men  to w h o m  I had p a s sed on  that d e a dly 
in h erit a nce; a nd I t ho ugh t o f  the long s uffering o f  G o d  as H e  had 
p u r s ued m e t h ro ugh  the yea r s  wit h  His  love .

“ M a y b e ,  ”  I t hough t, “ju s t m ayb e all t his wa s  p rep a r a tion  fo r  
s e rvin g Him . M a y b e ,  wit h  His  S pirit  to g u id e a nd s t rengt hen  m e, 
I can lea d  so m e o f  t hose m en  ou t o f  the d e a dly d ecep tio n  o f  
M a so n ry a nd in to t he truth a nd lig h t  o f  J es u s. ”

A  s hip wa s  u n derw ay ou tbou n d, g r owin g  s m alle r  as it fo llo w e d  
the ch a n nel ligh t s  tow a r d  the ope n  sea. Se ag u lls  w h eele d  a n d 
cir cle d  ove r h e a d ,  s q u a w kin g and s eekin g.

“ M a y b e  that co u ld  be His  pla n , ”  I t hough t “ per h a p s  the Lo r d  
co u ld  u se m e to h elp  t h em  fin d  t h eir  w ay. M a y b e  I ca n  lea d  so m e 
o f  t hose e m p ty,  vic t i m ize d  m en  ou t o f  the p aga n  d a rk nes s  o f  the 
Lo d ge  a nd in to t he Lig h t ! ”

Wit h  h ope ris in g in m y hear t, wit h  a n swer s  b egin n in g to take 
s h ape in m y u n der s t a n ding, a nd wit h  a vis io n  fin d in g for m  in m y 
spirit, I t u rned b ack tow a r d  the offic e .  T h e re  wa s  wo r k  to do.

“ I am the Lig h t  o f  the W o rld : He that follow e t h  m e s h all not w a lk  
in darkness, but s h all h ave the ligh t  o f  life .  ”

Jesus of Nazareth Joh n 8 :  12

F o o t n o t e s

Th e T ile r  is  th e o f f ic e r  in  a  Lo d g e  re s pon s ible  f o r  k e e pin g a ll “p ro f a n e  p er s o n s ” 
(n o n -M a s o n s ) f r o m  e n t e rin g  th e  Lo d g e  H a ll.  H e  is  u s u ally  a r m e d  w ith  a  s w ord  a n d  
g u ard s  th e  d o o r  d u rin g  m e e tin g s .

A  “ d e m it"  is  t h e  M a s o n ic  f o r m  f o r  w it h dra w al (b e co m in g  in a c tiv e ) f r o m  th e  
Lo d g e .



Epilogue: 
In the years 

that followed
Jim and Bo n n ie a t te n ded cla s ses  at the Bib le  c olleg e  toge t h e r  a nd 

J im con tin u ed  his wor k  wit h  the Por t A u t h ority.  No t  lo n g afte r  
le avin g the Lo d ge ,  J im s u ffe re d  the fir s t  o f  tw o  det ac h ed  retin as. 
La s e r  s u rgery to res tore his vis io n  did  so, but left  him  wit h  
s u fficie n t  vis u al h a n dica p  to eve n t u a lly fo rce  his retire m e n t afte r  
a bad fa ll on  the jo b  did  a d ditio n al,  perm a nen t d a m age to o n e o f  his 
eye s .

T w o  yea r s  afte r  b ein g bor n  again , M ik e  bega n  to h ave in crea sin g 
pain a nd lim it a tio n  in his b ack w h ere  he had been  inju red fig h tin g 
the fir e  in N e w  Yo r k  so m a ny yea r s  b efo re .  H e also bega n  to s u ffe r  
a d ra m atic w eig h t  los s , a n d his o n ce-p owe rfu l b o dy b ec a m e 
s tea dily w e a k e r .

He wa s  fo u n d to h ave c a n ce r  o f  the s pine and died  in the hos pit al 
w h ere J im had had his eye  s u rgeries . D u ring his last h o s pit a liza -
tion , o n e o f  his old  gir lfr ie n d s  c a m e to see him. S he a s ked J im 
w h ere the neares t C a t h olic  ch u rch wa s , and said she wo u ld  lik e  to 
g o  t here to ligh t a ca n dle fo r  Mik e .

Jim s aid, “ H e d oe s n 't  n eed  a ca n dle lit fo r  him. M ik e  has Jes us 
in his heart n ow and his sin s a re all wa s h ed  a w a y.  ”

W e a r ily ,  but gla d ly,  M ik e  s aid , “ Ye s ,  that is t r ue. "
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It was the last tim e J im s aw him a live .  In les s  th a n tw o  d ays  Mik e  
wa s  dead.

T w o  yea r s  afte r  r e tirin g fro m  t he Por t A u t h o rity,  J im gra d u a ted 
fro m  Bib le  college .  Sin ce gr a d u a tion  he has p reac h ed , writ te n  
m a ny tracts a n d p a m p hle t s  a nd recor d ed  m a ny te a c h in g tapes. He 
is d edic a tin g the rest o f  his life  to rea c h in g ot h e r  M a so n s  wit h  the 
sim ple goo d  n ew s  o f  Jes us. H e  sen d s his te a c h in g t a pes , t racts and 
book s  all ove r  the U S A  and to fo r eig n  co u n trie s . H e ca r rie s  on a 
s teady cor re s po n de n ce wit h  a ll w h o con tact h im  fo r  infor m a tio n . 
H e  and Bo n n ie s till m a ke t h eir  h o m e in Florid a , t r avelin g wit h  the 
m es s age o f  truth a nd fr ee d o m  as d oor s  o f  m in is t ry ope n .

Jim m ay be reach ed by w rit in g to: R e v. J a m e s  D . S ha w , P .  O . B ox  
8 8 4, S ilv er S prin g s . F L  3 2 6 8 8

— Tom McKenney



A person al 
w o r d  fro m  

Jim
A s  t his tr ue s tory is clo s e d ,  I wo u ld  be gre a tly remis s  if  I did  not 

m a ke it cle a r  that in m y p re-C h ris tia n  life  I t r uly love d  F ree m a -
son ry. I love d  the m en  wit h  w h o m  I w a s  a s socia ted in the Lo d ge  
a nd the men  wit h  w h o m  I w o r k e d  so h a rd in the d egree s  a nd bodie s  
o f  the Scot tis h  Rite .  Mo s t  o f  all,  I wa s  so ve ry  s u re that I w a s  d oin g 
wh a t wa s  righ t and ple a sin g in t he s igh t  o f  the Grea t Arc h itec t  o f  
the U n ive r s e.

N eve r  in all m y yea r s  o f  d e dic a ted  s e rvice  to M a s o n ry did  a n yon e 
in the Lo d g e  wit n es s  to m e a bou t the love  a nd s avin g gr a ce o f  Jesus. 
T h e  Lo d ge  a t ten ded a ch u rch o n ce  eac h  ye a r  as a gro u p . Each tim e 
the p a s tor (w h o  w a s  h im s elf a M a s o n ) wo u ld  in t rod u ce us to the 
co n grega tio n  and then ex a lt  t he C r aft ,  t e llin g t hem a bou t all o u r  
wo n d erfu l wor k s . W e  u s u ally left  t he ch u rch t h in king o f  h ow 
wo n d e rfu l we we re  a nd fe eli n g  sor ry fo r  all t hose in the ch u rch w h o 
were not Ma so n s , p a r ticip a tin g in all o u r  goo d  deed s.

Aft e r  h avin g bee n  wit n e s s ed  to by m y op h t h a lm ologis t  fo r  so m e 
tim e I rea d t h ose s im ple, wo n d e rfu l wor d s  o f  Jes us, “ Ve rily,  ve rily,  
I s ay u n to yo u , he that b elieve t h  on m e hath eve rla s tin g life .  ”  Th e s e  
word s , so s hort and so swee t ,  we n t  righ t t h ro ugh  m y heart. I look ed  
in the Bib le  fo r  m ore a nd I fo u n d  ble s s ed  as s u ra nce eve ryw h e r e  I 
looked . Jes us the C h ris t ,  t he So n  o f  G o d ,  r e a lly love d  m e. Th a t  truth 
set me free. I r eceive d  the O n e w h o love d  m e as a real Brot h e r! H e 
w ill do the s a m e fo r  yo u .

— Jim Shaw
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APPENDIX A: 

Masonic doctrine versus Christian doctrine
The follow ing is a brief comparison of the doctrines and practices of Freemasonry 

with the fundamental doctrines of the Christian faith and its foundational source, the 
Bible.

Masonic doctrines summarized here are. in every case, based upon the consensus 
of the most revered and widely accepted Masonic philosophers, writers and source- 
books. Any knowledgeable Mason w ill know at a glance that this is true. He has taken 
oaths to lie if necessary in order to conceal such things, and so w ill probably deny 
some things, and try to justify others. But the Masonic writers, and common practices 
in the Lodge, w ill verify it all.

Although most Masons have never read some of the sourcebooks cited, and have 
been deliberately deceived as to some of the facts in them, they could read them if they 
would. All these Masonic sourcebooks are in the libraries of most local Lodges and 
the libraries of all the Grand Lodges of the states. In addition, they can be purchased 
from Masonic publishing companies or in bookstores. But most Masons have never 
read them.

Many, many more sim ilar references could be cited in addition to the ones included 
here but these w ill suffice Capitalization and other means of emphasis are as the 
Masonic originals; nothing has been added or changed

1.  JESUS CHRIST
a.  MASONIC DOCTRINE

Jesus was just a man He was one of the “exemplars." one of the great men of the
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past, but not divine and certainly not the only means of redemption of lost mankind. 
He was on a level with other great men of the past like Aristotle, Plato, Pythagoras and 
Mohammed. His lifeand legend were no different from that of Krishna, the Hindu god. 
He is “the son of Joseph, " not the Son of God.

(1) “N or can he (the Christian Mason)  object if  others see (in  Jesus) on ly the Logos o f Plato, 
and the W ord or Uttered Thought or firs t Emanation o f Light, o r the Perfect Reason o f the 
Great. S ilent Supreme. Uncreated Deity, believed in  and adored by a ll. '  (A lbert Pike, 
“M orals and Dogma, " 26th Degree, p  524)

(2) “And the D ivine Wise Intellect sent teachers unto men.. Enoch, and Noah, and Abraham, 
and Moses the son o f Imram, and the Prophets, and Pythagoras, and Plato, and Yesus 
the son o f Joseph, the Lord, the Messiah, and his Apostles, and after these Mohammed 
the son o f Abdulla, with h is law. which is the law o f Islam, and the discip les o f truth 
followed the law o f Islam .  "  (A lbert Pike, “M orals and Dogma,  "  25th Degree, p. 34)

(3) “In h is private petitions a man may petition God o r Jehovah. A llah o r Buddha. 
Mohammed or Jesus; he may ca ll upon the God o f Israel or the F irst Great Cause. In the 
Masonic Lodge he hears pe tition  to  the Great A rchitect o f the Universe, find ing  h is own 
deity under that name. A hundred paths may w ind upward around a m ountain; a t the top 
they m e e t"  (C arl H  Claudy, “Introduction to  Freemasonry, ’  p  38

(4) “It has been found that every act in  the drama o f the life  o f Jesus, and every qua lity  
assigned to Christ, is to be found in  the life  o f K rishna" (Sun god o f India) (J. D. Buck, 
“M ystic Masonry, "p p  119, 138)

(5) “We meet th is day to commemorate the death (o f Jesus), not as inspired or divine, fo r 
this is  not to r us to  decide, '  (Maundy Thursday Ritual, Chapter o f Rose Croix)

b. CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE
Jesus Christ is divine, eternal and the second Person of the Godhead. When He was 

living on earth as a man, the only begotten Son of the Father, He was God incarnate, 
truly God and truly man. He was and is the only means of redemption of fallen 
mankind. Anyone who denies or rejects Him or His preeminent position as sole 
Redeemer also denies and separates himself from God the Father.

(1) “In the beginning was the Word (Jesus) and the Word was with God. and the Word was 
God. The same was in  the beginning w ith God. A ll things were made by H im ; and w ithout 
Him was not anything made that was made. In  H im  was life ; and the life  was the lig h t o f 
m en. " (John 1: 1-4)

(2) “Jesus sa id unto them. Verily, verily I  say unto you, before Abraham was, la m ’. "(John  
8: 58)

(3) “And now, 0  Father, g lo rify  thou me with thine own se lf w ith the g lo ry  which I  (Jesus) 
had w ith thee before the w orld w a s "  (John 175)

(4) “Jesus saith unto him, “I  am the way. the truth, and the life ; no man cometh unto the 
Father, bu t by m e'. " (John 14: 6)

(5) “Neither is there salvation in  any other, fo r there is none other name (but Jesus) under
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Heaven given among men. whereby ye m ust be saved" (Acts 4 1 2 )
(6) "He that hath the Son hath life, and he that hath not the Son o f God hath not life. ’  (1 John 

5 1 2 )
(7 )  “Who is  a lia r bu t he that denieth that Jesus is the C hrist? He is  antichrist, that den ieth 

the Father and the Son Whosoever denieth the Son. the same hath not the Father ’ (1 John 
2 2 2 . 23)

(8) “For there is  one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man C hrist Jesus. " 
(I Tim 2: 5)

(9) “I  and m y Father are one. " (John 1030)
(1 0 ) "... he that hath seen me hath seen the Father. .  "  (John 149)

2 .  THE BIBLE
a.  MASONIC DOCTRINE

The Bible of the Christian is merely one of the “holy books" of man, no better than 
the Koran, the Hindu scriptures or the books of the Chinese and Greek philosophers 
It is not to be taken literally, for its true meaning is esoteric (hidden from al I but a small 
number of “enlightened, " elite leaders); the literal, obvious meaning is only for the 
ignorant masses It is right to remove references to Jesus in passages used in the 
ritual Masonry, contrary to popular belief, is NOT based upon the Bible. Masonry is 
actually based on the Kabala (Cabala), a medieval book of magic and mysticism.

(1) “Mason ically, the Book o f the Law is that sacred book which is  believed by the Mason 
o f any particu lar re lig ion to contain the revealed w ill o f God., thus to  the Christian Mason 
( it is ) the O ld and New Testament; to the Jew the O ld Testament, to  the Musselman (M us-
lim), the Koran; to the Brahman the Vedas; and to the parsee the Zendavesta." ("M asonry  
Defined, ”  a com pilation o f the w ritings o f A lbert Pike and A lbert Mackey, pp 78. 79)

(2) “M asonry makes no profession o f C hristianity but looks forward to  the tim e when the 
labor o f our ancient brethren sha ll be sym bolized by the erection o f a sp iritua l temple. 
in  which there shall be but one altar and one worship; one common altar o f M asonry on 
which the Veda, Shastra, Sade, Zend-Avesta, Koran and H oly B ible sha ll lie  and a t 
whose shrine the Hindoo, the Persian, the Assyrian, the Chaldean, the Egyptian, the 
Chinese, the Mohammedan, the Jew and the Christian may kneel.. " ( “The Kentucky 
M onitor. ’  Fellowcraft Degree, p  95)

(3) "What is Truth to  the philosopher, would not be truth, nor have the effect o f truth, to the 
peasant. The re lig ion o f many m ust necessarily be more incorrect than that o f the refined  
and reflective few The truest re lig ion would, in  many points, not be comprehended by 
the ignorant The doctrines o f the Bible are often not clothed in the language o f s tric t 
truth, bu t in  that which was fittest to  convey to a rude and ignorant people, the doctrine. ”  
(A lbert Pike, "M orals and Dogma,  '  14th Degree, p  224)

(4 ) “... the lite ra l meaning (o f the B ible) is fo r the vulgar only. "(A lbert Pike, "Digest o f M orals
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and Dogma, " p  166)
(5) "To a ll th is (error o f stupidity) the absurd reading o f the established Church, taking 

lite ra lly thefigurative. a lle g o rica l, and m yth ica l language o f a  co llection o f Oriental books 
of different ages, d irectly and inevitably le d " (A lbert Pike, "Morals and Dogma, ’  30th 
Degree, p  818)

(6) "The Jews, the Chinese, the Turks, each reject either the New Testament, o r the Old, or 
both, and yet we see no good reason why they should not be made Masons. In fact Blue 
Lodge Masonry has nothing whatever to  do w ith the B ible It is  not founded on the Bible, 
if  it  was it  would not be Masonry; it  would be som ething else. " ("Chase’s D igest o f 
Masonic Law. ’ p p  207-209)

(7) "Beautiful around stretches o ff every way the Universe, the Great B ible o f God M aterial 
nature is its  O ld Testament... and Human Nature is  the New Testament from  the In fin ite  
God, ’  (A lbert Pike, "Morals and Dogma, '  28th Degree, p. 715)

(8) "Masonry is a search after L ight That search leads us back, as you see, to the Kabalah. 
In that ancient and little  understood (source-book) the Initiate w ill fin d  the source o f many 
doctrines, and (he) may in  tim e come to understand the Hermetic philosophers, the 
Alchemists, a ll the Antipapal Thinkers o f the M iddle Ages, and Emanuel Sw edenborg'  
(A lbert Pike, "Morals and Dogma,  "  28th Degree, p  741)

(9) "A ll tru ly  dogmatic relig ions have issued from  the Kabalah and return to  it; everything 
scientific and grand in the religious dreams o f the Illum inati, Jacob Boeheme, Sweden-
borg, Saint Martin, and others is  borrowed from  the Kabalah a ll M asonic associations 
owe to it  the ir secrets and their symbols. ’  (A lbert Pike, "Morals and Dogma, ’  28th  
Degree, p. 744)

(10) The removal o f the name o f Jesus and references to H im  in  B ible verses used in  the ritua l 
a re  "s ligh t but necessary m odifications. " (A lbert M ackey, "Masonic R itualist, "p  272)

b.  CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE
The Bible is the on ly  written revelation of, and from, the on ly  true God. The Bible, 

as contained in the Old and New Testaments, is the Word of God, inspired and pre-
served by Him, and is the only val id rule of faith and practice for His people, the church. 
No part shall be added to, or taken from the Bible as delivered to us in the Old and New 
Testaments.

(1) "If they speak not according to th is  Word, it  is  because there is  no lig h t in  them. * 
(lsa. 8: 20)

(2) "A ll Scripture is given by inspiration o f G o d " (II Tim 3 16)
(3 )  "The Words o f the Lord are pure words, as silver tried  in  a furnace o f earth, pu rified  seven 

tim es Thou shalt keep them. 0  Lord, thou Shalt preserve them from  th is generation 
forever "(P s 126, 7)

(4 )  " ... whose hope is  in  the Lord h is God. which made heaven, and earth, the sea, and a ll 
that therein is : which keepeth truth forever.  "  (Ps. 1 4 6 5 , 6)

(5) "Every word o f God is pure. He is  a sh ie ld  unto them that pu t the ir trust in  Him Add thou
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not unto H is words, lest He reprove thee, and thou be found a lia r "  (Prov 3 0 5 , 6)
(6) ‘Heaven and earth sha ll pass away, bu t m y words sha ll not pass aw ay" (M att 24 35)
(7) 1Being born again, not of corruptib le seed, bu t o f incorruptible, by the word o f God. which 

liveth andabideth fo rever. But the word o f the Lord endureth forever. And th is is  the word 
which by the gospel is  preached unto y o u "  (I Pet 1 2 3 . 25)

(8) "For we have no t fo llow ed cunningly devised fables, when we declared unto you the 
power and com ing o f our Lord Jesus Christ, bu t were eyewitnesses o f his  
majesty:. Knowing th is first, that no prophecy o f the scripture is  o f any private interpre-
tation. For the prophecy came no t in  o ld  tim e by the w ill o f man bu t ho ly men o f God spake 
as they were moved by the H oly G h o s t" (II Peter 116-21)

(9) "Ye sh a ll no t add unto the word which I  command you. neither sha ll ye d im inish aught 
fro m  i t . .  "(D eu t 4 2 )

(10) "... I f  any man sha ll add unto these things. God sha ll add unto him  the plagues that are 
written in  th is  book: And if  any man sha ll take away from  the words o f the book o f th is  
prophecy. God sha ll take away h is pa rt out o f the book o f life ... ’  (Rev 2218. 19)

3 .  GOD
a.  MASONIC DOCTRINE

God is, basically, whatever we perceive Him to be; our idea or concept of God 
becomes our God Usually referred to with the vague and general term, ‘ Deity, ’  the 
god of Masonry can be the one of our choosing, spoken of generically as ’ The Great 
Architect of the Universe. " However, those who pursue the higher studies in Masonry 
learn that God is the force of nature, specifically the Sun with its life-giving powers 
To the “advanced, enlightened ones, " the adepts at the top, this nature worship is 
understood as the worship of the generative principles (i. e. the sex organs), particu-
larly the phallus. Human Nature is also worshipped by some as "Deity, " as are 
Knowledge and Reason. Since Masonry is a revival of the ancient pagan mystery 
religions, its god can also be said to be Nature, with its fertility (sex) gods and 
godesses representing the Sun and Moon (in Egypt, Osiris and Isis)

(1) “ .  Since every man's conception o f God m ust be proportioned to  h is mental cultivation, 
and intellectual powers, and m oral excellence God is. as man conceives Him. the 
reflected image o f man him self ’ (A lbert Pike, “M orals and Dogma. " 14th Degree, p  223)

(2) “... every re lig ion and every conception o f God is  idolatrous, in so far as it  is  imperfect, 
and as it  substitutes a feeble and temporary idea o f that Undiscoverable Being who can 
be known only in  part, and who can therefore be honored, even by the m ost enlightened 
among H is worshippers, on ly in  proportion to  the ir lim ited  powers o f understanding and 
im agining to  themselves ’  (A lbert Pike. "M orals and Dogma, ’  25th Degree, p. 516)

(3) "The on ly personal God Freemasonry accepts is hum anity in  toto Humanity therefore 
is  the only personal God that there i s '  (J  D Buck "M ystic Masonry, "p  216)
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(4) “Phallus a representation o f the v irile  member (male sex organ) which was venerated 
as a relig ious sym bol very universally by the ancients It was one o f the m odifications 
o f Sun-worship, and was a sym bol o f the fecundating (impregnating) power o f the 
lum inaries The M asonic po in t w ith in a circ le  (im portant Masonic sym bol) is undoubt-
edly o f ph a llic  orig in  " (A lbert Mackey. ‘Sym bolism  o f Freemasonry. " p  352)

(5) “These two d iv in ities (the Sun and the Moon. O siris and Isis, etc) were com m only sym -
bolized by the generative parts o f man and woman, to  which in  remote ages no idea o f 
indecency was attached; the Phallus (penis) and Cleis (vagina), emblems o f generation 
and production, and which, as such, appeared in  the Mysteries (the ancient re lig ions o f 
which Masonry is  a revival) The Indian Lingam was the union o f both, as were the boat 
and mast and the po in t w ith in the circ le  (im portant Masonic symbols). ’  (A lbert Pike,
“M orals and Dogma, " 24th Degree, p  401)

(6) "Masonry, successor to  the M ysteries (the pagan religions of Is is  Osiris. Baal. Mythras. 
Tammuz. e tc), s till fo llow s the ancient manner o f teaching. " (A lbert Pike, “M orals and  
Dogma. ‘  Fellowcraft Degree, p  22)

(7) "Though M asonry is  identical w ith the ancient Mysteries, it  is  so only in  th is  qualified  
sense that it presents bu t an im perfect image o f the ir brilliancy, the ru ins o f the ir 
grandeur.. ’  (A lbert Pike. “M orals and Dogma. '  Fellowcraft Degree p  23)

(8 )  "The Absolute is Reason Reason IS. by means o f Itse lf It IS because IT  IS If God IS. 
HE IS by Reason" (A lbert Pike, "M orals and Dogma, " 28th Degree p. 737)

(9) “This is  the imm utable law  o f Nature. the E ternal W ill o f the Justice which is  God "(A lbert 
Pike, "M orals and Dogma. '  32nd Degree, p  847)

b.  CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE
God is a Spirit, eternal, self-existent, unchanging, almighty and sovereign There 

is one God who created all things, existing in three Persons: Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. God the Father is revealed in His Son, Jesus Christ, and is perfect. He is holy, 
and requires holiness of His people.

(1 )  ‘In  the beginning God created the heaven and the e a rth '  (Gen 11)
(2) “God is a S p irit and they that worship H im  m ust worship Him in  sp irit and truth. ’  (John 

4 4 )
(3) “Hear, O Israel the Lord our God is  one Lord ’  (Deut 6  4)
(4) “Before the m ountains were brought forth, or even thou hadst formed the earth and the 

world, even from  everlasting to  everlasting, thou a rt G o d " (Ps 902 )
(5) “For la m  the Lord, I  change n o t, " (M ai 3 6 )
(6) ‘ There is  none other God bu t o n e .. the Father, o f whom are a ll things. ’  (1 Cor 8  4 ,  6)
(7) “But the Lord is  the true God, he is  the everlasting God, and an everlasting k in g " (Jer 

10:  10)
(8) "Thy throne, O  God, is  forever and ever "(P s  4 5 6 )
(9) “For there are three that bear record in Heaven, the Father, the Word (Jesus), and the H oly 

Ghost: and these three are one. ’  ( I John 5 7 )
(1 0 ) ".. Ye sha ll be ho ly fo r I  the Lord your God am holy "(Lev 192)
(11) “God sa id unto Moses, 7  am that la m ... ”  (Ex 3 14)
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4 .  REDEMPTION
a . MASONIC DOCTRINE
Redemption is a matter of self-improvement, morality, and good works, including 

obedience to the Mason's obligation and all higher Masonic authorities.
Faith in the atonement of Jesus has nothing to do with it; it is rather a matter of 

enlightenment, step by step, which comes with initiation into the Masonic degrees 
and their mysteries.

(1) “By the lam bskin the Mason is  rem inded o f that pu rity  o f life  and rectitude o f conduct 
which are so essentially necessary to h is ga ining adm ission into the Celestial Lodge 
above, where the Supreme Architect o f the Universe presides. '  (A lbert Mackey, ‘Ency-
clopedia o f Freemasonry. '  "Apron")

(2) "... and in  Thy favor, may we be received into Thine everlasting kingdom, to enjoy, in  
union w ith the souls o f our departed friends, the ju s t reward o f a p ious and virtuous life  
Amen. So M ote it  Be. ’  ( “Texas M onitor, ’  Masonic Burial Service, p  10)

(3) "In  Egypt, Greece and am ong other ancient nations. Freemasonry was one o f the earliest 
agencies em ployed to effect improvement and enlightenment o f man. and make them 
comprehend the true princip les o f m orality, which in itia te men in to a new order o f life . " 
(Daniel Sickles, "Ahimon Rezon o r Freemason's Guide, " p  57)

(4) T he  rite  o f induction sign ifies the end o f a profane and vicious life, the palingenesis (new 
birth ) o f corrupt human nature, the death o f vice and a ll bad passions and the introduc-
tions to  the new life  o f p u rity  and virtue. "(D aniel Sickles, "Ahimon Rezon or Freemason's 
Guide, " p  54)

(5) These three degrees (1st. 2nd. 3rd) thus form  a perfect and harmonious whole, nor can 
it  be conceived that anything can be suggested more, which the sou l o f man requires" 
(Daniel Sickles, “Ahim on Rezon or Freemason's Guide, "p  196)

(6) "If we w ith su i table true devotion maintain our Mason ic profession, our faith w ill become 
a  beam o f lig h t and b rin g  us to those blessed mansions where we sha ll be eternally happy 
with God. the Great Architect o f the Universe. " (Daniel Sickles. "Ahimon Rezon or 
Freemason's Guide, ’  p  79)

(7 )  "Acacian: a term sign ify ing  a Mason who by liv in g  in  s tric t obedience to obligations and 
precepts o f the fraternity is  free from  sin. "(A  Mackey, le x ic o n  o f Freemasonry, "p  16)

(6) “When you sha ll have become im bued with the m orality o f Masonry.. when you sha ll 
have learned to practice a ll the virtues which it  inculcates, when they become fam iliar to  
you as your Household God; then w ill you be prepared to  receive its  lo fty  philosophical 
instruction, and to  scale the heights upon whose sum m it L ight and Truth s it enthroned 
Step by step men m ust advance towards Perfection; and each Masonic Degree is meant 
to be one o f those s te p s " (A lbert Pike, "Morals and Dogma, " 8th Degree, p  136)

(9) "The dunces who led  prim itive  C hristianity astray, by subm itting faith fo r science have 
succeeded inshroud ing in  darkness the ancient discoveries o f the human m ind; so  that 
now  we grope in  the  dark to  fin d  again the key... "(A lbert Pike, “M orals and Dogma, "26th  
Degree, p. 732)
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(10) "... salvation by faith and the vicarious atonement were not taught as now  interpreted, 
by Jesus, nor are these doctrines taught in  the esoteric scriptures. They are later and 
ignorant perversions o f the orig ina l doctrines "(J D Buck. "M ystic Masonry,  " p  57)

b.  CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE
All have sinned and fallen short of the perfection God requires; none is righteous 

in his own virtue and our own righteousness is as filthy rags compared with the 
righteousness of God. However, Jesus, God’s only begotten Son, lived a sinless life 
for us, and laid down His life a perfect sacrifice to make atonement for our sins.

By faith in Him and His provisions for us we can be made the righteousness of God 
and be born of the Spirit of God into everlasting life, becoming a part of the family of 
God. There is no other way to be reconciled to God and live in His presence forever. 
We cannot, by our own efforts, redeem or perfect ourselves.

(1) "As it  is  written, There is  none righteous, no. not one: ’ (Rom. 3 : 10)
(2) "For a ll have sinned and come short o f the g lo ry  o f God: ’  (Rom. 3: 23)
(3) "But we are a ll as an unclean thing, and a ll our righteousnesses are as filth y  rags; '  (Isa. 

64: 6)
(4) "For He hath made H im  to be s in  fo r us, who knew no sin, that we m igh t be made the 

righteousness o f God in  H im  '  (II Cor. 5: 21)
(5) "For ye (Christians) are a ll the children o f God by faith in  C hrist Je su s " (Gal 3: 26)
(6) “For God so loved the world, that he gave h is on ly begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 

in  him  should not perish, bu t have everlasting life . "  (John 3 16)
(7) "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that no t o f yourselves: it  is  the g ift o f God: 

N ot o f works, lest any man should boast ’  (Eph. 2 : 6, 9)
(8) "Neither is  there salvation in  any other (than Jesus) fo r there is  none other name under 

heaven, given among men, whereby we m ust be saved. '  (Acts 4 : 12)
(9) "And this is  the record, that God hath given to  us eternal life, and th is life  is  in  his Son 

He that hath the Son hath life, and he that hath not the Son o f God hath not life . " (I John 
5 : 11, 12)

5 .  SATAN
a. MASONIC DOCTRINE
Satan, as an enemy of God and his Kingdom, as an evil power seeking to tempt, 

deceive and destroy, does not exist. Mankind has merely “supposed" this. The usual 
Christian perception of Satan is merely a distortion of the truth about Lucifer, the 
“Light Bearer, " who is actually good and the instrument of liberty, but generally m is-
understood and maligned.

(1) “The true name o f Satan, the Kabalists say, is  that o f Yahveh reversed, fo r Satan is not 
a  black god For the initates th is is  no t a Person, bu t a Force, created fo r good, b u t which
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may serve fo r evil. It is  the instrum ent o f Liberty or Free W ill (A lbert Pike. “M orals and 
Dogma, " Master M a so n /3 rd  Degree p  102)

(2) “Lucifer, the Light-Bearer! Strange and m ysterious name to give to  the S p irit o f Darkness! 
Lucifer, the Son o f the M orn ing! Is it  he who bears the Light, and with a ll its  splendors 
intolerable blinds feeble, sensual, or se lfish Souls? Doubt it  n o t! " (A lbert Pike. "M orals 
and Dogma. " 19th Degree, p  321)

(3) “The conviction o f a ll men that God is  good led to a be lie f in  a d e v il. "  (A lbert Pike,
'M orals and Dogma. " 19th Degree, p  324)

(4) “A ll antiquity solved the enigma o f the existence o f ev il by supposing the existence o f 
a P rinciple o f Evil, o f demons, fa llen an ge ls ... a  Satan... "  ( “Kentucky M o n ito r, " “The S p irit 
of M asonry" p  xiv)

(5) "... there is  no  rebellious demon o f Evil, o r P rinciple o f Darkness coexistent and in  eternal 
controversy w ith God, or the P rincipa l o f Light... " (A lbert Pike. 1M orals and Dogma.  "  
32nd Degree, p. 859)

b. CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE
Satan is a proud, rebellious angel, created by God but fallen, the father of lies, 

accuser of the brethren, deceiver, tempter and ruler of the Kingdom of Darkness. He 
blinds the lost to the glorious light of the gospel, and seeks to be worshipped as he 
also works to steal, kil l  and destroy. He is the enemy we are to resist and the one whose 
works Jesus came to destroy.

(1 )  "How a rt thou fallen, O Lucifer, son o f the m orning! How a rt thou cut down to the ground, 
which d id  weaken the nations! For thou hast sa id in  thine heart, I  w ill ascend in to  heaven.
I w ill exalt my throne above the stars o f God: I w ill s it also upon the m ount o f the 
congregation, in  the sides o f the north: I w ill ascend above the heights o f the clouds: I 
w ill be like the m ost High. Yet thou shalt be brought down to H e ll.. ’  (Isa 1 4 : 12-15)

(2) Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth, and I have set thee so thou wast upon the 
holy mountain o f God, thou hast walked up and down in the m idst o f the stones o f 
fire Thine heart was lifted  up because o f thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by 
reason o f thy brightness I w ill cast thee to  the g ro u n d .. . " (Ezek. 2 8 . 13-19)

(3) “Ye are o f your father, the devil he is  a liar, and the father o f i t "  (John 8 4 4 )
(4) "And the great dragon was cast out, that o ld  serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which 

deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out in to  the earth, and h is  angels were cast out 
with him  the accuser o f our brethren is  cast down. '(R e v  1 2 9 . 10)

(5) “And Jesus being fu ll o f the Holy Ghost returned from  Jordan, and was led by the S p irit 
into the wilderness, being forty days tempted o f the d e v il. "(L k  4 : 1 , 2)

(6) “And i f  Satan cast out Satan, how sha ll then h is  kingdom  stand? " (M att 12 : 26)
(7) “Put on the whole arm or o f God, that ye may be able to stand against the w iles o f the 

devil For we wrestle against the rulers o f the darkness. "(Eph 6 : 11, 12)
(8) “... the god o f th is w orld hath b linded the m inds o f them which believe not, lest the lig h t 

o f the glorious gospel o f C hrist should shine unto them . " (II Cor 4 4 )
(9 )  "The th ie f (Satan) cometh not, but fo r to steal, and to k ill, and to  destroy. " (John 1 0 : 10)
(10) "Resist the devil, and he w ill flee from  y o u " (James 4 7)
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(11) ‘For th is purpose the Son o f God was manifested, that he m igh t destroy the works o f 
the d e v il' (I John 3  8)

(12) "... Your adversary, the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may 
devour: ’ ( I  Pet 5 : 8)

6.  SPIRITUAL LIGHT AND DARKNESS
a.  MASONIC DOCTRINE

All "profane" people (non-Masons), including godly, genuine Christians, are 
wretched, blind and lost in complete spiritual darkness Only initiation into the 
degrees and mysteries of Masonry wiII bring them out of darkness and “into the light, " 
cleansing them and imparting new life.

(1) ‘In Masonry, the darkness, which envelops the m ind  o f the unin itia ted (non-M ason) is  
removed by the effulgence o f M asonic L ight Masons are appropriately ca lled the 'Sons 
o f L igh t”  ("L ightfoot's M anual o f the Lodge, "p  175)

(2) ‘Freemasons are em phatically ca lled 'Sons o f L igh t' while the profane or uninitiated 
(non-M asons) who have no t received th is knowledge... are sa id to  be in  darkness. "
( ‘Masonic D ictionary, '  ‘L ight,  '  Consolidated Book Pub. 1963)

(3 ) B lindfolded ( ‘hoodwinked’)a n d  kneeling. h a lf naked and bound by a  ro p e ("cabletow"). 
the candidate fo r in itia tion  in to  the Blue Degrees is  asked, by the W orshipful Master, ‘ In 
your present, b lin d  condition, what do you m ost desire T  H is reply, according to  the 
ritual, m ust be "L ig h t' (1st Degree). ‘Further L ig h t’  (2nd Degree) and "More L ig h t’  (3 rd  
Degree) (Verbal M asonic Ritual. 1st. 2nd. 3 rd  Degrees)

(4) "There he (the man to be in itia ted) stands, w ithout our portals, on the threshold o f his  
new Masonic life, in  darkness, helplessness and ignorance Having been wandering 
am id the errors, and covered over w ith the po llu tions o f the outer and profane world, he 
comes inqu iring ly to our doors, seeking the new birth, and asking a withdrawal o f the 
v e il.. ’  (A lbert Mackey, ‘M anual o f the Lodge, ’  p  20)

(5) ‘Applied to M asonic sym bolism , it  (the darkness) is  intended to rem ind the candidate 
of his ignorance, which M asonry is  to enlighten, o f h is  ev il nature, which M asonry is to 
purify; o f the world in  whose obscurity he has been wandering and from  which M asonry 
is to rescue him  ’  (A lbert Mackey, “M anual o f the Lodge, ’  p  39)

b.  CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE
Jesus is the Light of the World; those who follow Him shalI not be in darkness. He, 

and He alone, is the source of spiritual enlightenment. If we are “ in Him ’  we are not in 
darkness, for in Him is no darkness at all. The life that He alone gives is the light of 
men.

(1) 7  am the Light o f the W orld He that followeth me sha ll not walk in  darkness, bu t sha ll 
have the ligh t o f life  ’  (Jn 8 1 2 )
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2) "But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an ho ly nation, a peculiar people, that 
ye should  show forth the praises o f him  who hath called you out o f darkness in to  h is  
marvelous lig h t. '  ( I Pet. 2: 9)

(3) "For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye lig h t in  the L o rd "  (Eph. 5 8 )
(4 )  m This then is  the message which we have heard of him  (Jesus), and declare unto you. 

that god is light, and in  h im  is  no darkness at a l l '  (I Jn 15)
(5) "In him  (Jesus) was life ; and the life  was the ligh t o f m e n " (Jn 1. 4)

7 .  PRAYER
a.  MASONIC DOCTRINE

Prayers are to be offered to “Deity, " to "The Great Architect of the Universe" 
(GAOTU), and are to be "universal" in nature, so as not to offend anyone and so as to 
apply to everyone. Prayer is NEVER to be made “ in Jesus' name, " or “ in Christ's 
name"; to do so would offend a Muslim, Hindu. Buddhist, etc If a W orshipful Master 
allows prayers to be made in Jesus’ name, his lodge can be closed and its charter 
revoked by the Grand Lodge of his state

(1) *A ll sectarian tenets m ust be carefully excluded from the (M asonic) sys tem "  (M orris. 
"Webb's M onitor, "p . 285)

(2) "Prayer in  M asonic lodges should be o f a general character, containing nothing  
offensive to any class o f conscientious brethren (Ib id)

(3) “The re lig ion then, o f M asonry is  pure Theism on which its  different members engraft 
their own peculiar opinions; but they are not perm itted to  introduce them in to  the lodge. ’  
(A lbert Mackey. "Lexicon o f Freemasonry. " Religion)

(4) *Every im portant undertaking in  Masonry is both begun and com pleted w ith prayer The 
prayers given in  the hand- books o f the Blue Lodge are such as a ll Masons, whatever the ir 
relig ious faith, may unite in. ’  (M o rris 's  “Dictionary,  ‘  Prayer)

MOTES:
(a) It is  true that in  some local lodges, in  sm all com m unities where a ll churches are 

Christian, prayers are made in  Jesus'name However, i f  th is were to be reported to the 
Grand Lodge o f that state they would be required to stop it  im m ediately or have the ir 
charters revoked Jack Harris. W orshipful Master o f a Baltimore, M aryland lodge was 
to ld  ju s t th is  (Harris, Jack Freemasonry The Invisible C ult in  Our M idst, Daniels Pub 
Co 1983, pp ix. x. 121. 122)

(b ) Harmon Taylor, form er Grand Chaplain o f the Grand Lodge o f New York, says. "The only  
instruction I  was given as New York State Grand Chaplain, and I  was given it  repeatedly, 
was not to end a prayer in  Jesus'nam e ("Attention M asons'", HRT M inistries. Box 12 
Newtonville. NY 12128)

(c) It is  a fact, known to every Mason who cares to  know, that in  a ll the prayers prin ted in  
h is  mon itors, handbooks and other guides to rituals there is  NOT ONE which closes in  
Jesus' name.



1 3 7

b. CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE
Prayer is to be made through the Father, in the name of (through) the Son, in the 

power of, and inspired by, the Holy Spirit. Only through the mediatorial office of Jesus 
can we approach the throne of God.

(1) “For there is one God, and one m ediator between God and men, the man C hrist Je su s '  
(I Tim 2: 5)

(2) ". whatsoever you sha ll ask o f the Father in  m y (Jesus) name, he may give it  to you " 
(Jn 1516)

(3 )  “G iving thanks always fo r a ll things unto God and the Father in  the name o f our Lord  
Jesus C hrist. '(E p h  5 2 0 )

(4) “And whatsoever ye do in  word o r deed, do a ll in  the name o f the Lord Jesus, g iv ing  
thanks to God and the Father by h im . " (Col. 3 : 17)

8 .   T R U T H F U L N E S S

a . MASONIC DOCTRINE
It is right to lie, if necessary, to protect the “secrets" of the Lodge, or to protect 

another Mason by concealing his wrongdoing. It can even be “right" to deliberately 
deceive sincere Masons seeking to learn the lessons and "secrets" of Masonry.

(1) “The Blue Degrees are bu t the portico  (porch) o f the Temple. Part o f the sym bols are d is -
played there to  the initiate, bu t he is intentionally m isled by false interpretations. It is  not 
intended that he sha ll understand them, but it  is  intended that he sha ll imagine that he 
understands them... their true explication (explanation/understanding) is reserved to r 
the Adepts, the Princes o f M asonry ‘  (A lbert Pike, ‘M orals and Dogma. " 30th Degree, 
p  819)

(2) "Furthermore do I prom ise and swear that a Master M ason's secrets, given to me in  
charge as such, and I knowing them to  be such, sha ll remain as secure and inviolable  
in  m y breast as in  h is own, when communicated to me, m urder and treason excepted; 
and they le ft to m y own election. ’  (Master Mason's /3 rd  Degree Oath o f O bligation)

(3) “A companion Royal Arch M ason's secrets given to  me in  charge as such, and I know ing  
them to  be such, sha ll remain as secure and inviolable in  m y breast as in  h is  own. w ithout 
exception. ’  (Royal Arch Mason's Oath o f Obligation)

(4) “ You m ust conceal a ll the crimes o f your brother Masons and should you be 
summoned as a witness against a brother Mason be always sure to  sh ie ld  h im  It may 
be perjury to do this, it  is  true, bu t you're keeping your obligations ‘  (Ronayne. 
“Handbook o f Masonry, "p  183)

(5) “If your wife, or child, or friend, should ask you anything about your in itia tio n — as fo r 
instance, i f  your clothes were taken off, i f  you were blindfolded, i f  you had a rope around 
your neck, etc, you m ust conceal.. hence o f course, you m ust deliberately lie  about it. 
It is  pa rt o f your o b lig a tio n .. " (Ibid, p  74)
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b .  CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE
We must speak the truth at all times.
(1) "Thou sha ll not bear false witness against thy neighbor. ’  (Ex 2 0 16 )
(2) "Ye sha ll not steal, neither deal fa lsely neither lie  one to  another. ’  (Lev 1911)
(3) "Lie no t to one a n o the r'  (Col. 3 9 )
(4 )  "... a ll liars, sha ll have the ir part in  the lake which burneth w ith fire  and brimstone, which 

is the second death. ’  (Rev 21. 6)

9 .  SECRECY
a.  MASONIC DOCTRINE

Secrecy is the essence of Masonry, necessary for its very existence, and protected 
by blood oaths of mayhem and murder.

( 1 )  "Secrecy is  indispensable in  a Mason o f whatever degree. " (A lbert Pike, ‘M orals and 
Dogma.  "  4th Degree, p  109)

(2) "The secrecy o f th is institu tion  is  another and m ost im portant landmark If divested o f 
its  secret character, i t  would lose its  identity, and w ould cease to  be Freemasonry death 
of the Order would fo llow  its  legalized exposure. Freemasonry, as a secret association, 
has lived unchanged to r centuries, as an  open society i t  w ould n o t las t fo r as many ye a rs" 
(A lbert M ackey. "Textbook o f Masonic Jurisprudence. *  23rd Landmark. "Secrecy")

(3) 7 . .  do hereby and hereon m ost solem nly and sincerely prom ise and swear that I w ill 
always hail, ever conceal and never reveal any o f the arts, parts o r po in ts o f the secret arts 
and mysteries o f ancient Freemasonry which I have received, am about to  receive, or may 
hereafter be instructed in ... " (Oath o f Obligation. Entered Apprentice/1st Degree, and 
included in  a ll subsequent degrees, always on penalty o f mayhem and vio lent death)

b.  CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE
There are no secrets; the truth of God that sets men free is for all who w ill hear it, 

and we are to tell it to the world!
(1) "I (Jesus) spake openly to the world. I ever taught in  the synagogue, and in  the 

temple and in secret have I  sa id n o th in g '  (Jn 16 20)
(2) “What I  te ll you in  darkness, that speak ye in  light, and what ye hear in  the ear. that preach 

ye upon the house tops'  (M att 10 27)
(3) "Go ye in to  a ll the world, and preach the gospel to  every crea ture" (Mk. 16 15)
(4 )  "Provide things honest in  the sigh t o f a ll men ’  (Rom 1217)

10.  BLOOD OATHS
a. MASONIC DOCTRINE

Blood Oaths on penalty of mayhem and violent death are administered at the end 
of initiation into all Masonic degrees, binding the initiate to protect the “secrets" of
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the degrees These oaths of obligation (usually called just “obligation” ) are consid-
ered unbreakable, and are (collectively) the thing that makes a man a Mason. In this 
way, these oaths are the cornerstone of Masonry

(1 ) Question: "What makes you a M ason? " Answer: "M y obligation, ’ (question and answer 
from the Entered Apprentice/F irst Degree)

(2) “.. b ind ing m yself under no less a penalty than that o f having m y throat cut from  ear to 
ear. m y tongue torn out by its  roots, and with m y body buried in  the rough sands o f the 
sea. a cable's length from  the shore, where the tide ebbs and flows twice in  twenty-four 
hours . '  (from  the oath o f obligation, entered Apprentice/First Degree)

(3) “... b ind ing  m yself under no less a penalty than that o f having m y le ft breast torn open, 
my heart plucked out. and given to  the beasts o f the fie ld  and fow ls o f the a ir as a prey.  ’  
(from the oath o f obligation. Fellowcraft/Second Degree)

(4 )  “ . b ind ing m yself under no less a penalty than that o f having my body severed in  twain, 
my bowels taken out and burned to ashes, the ashes scattered to  the four winds o f 
heaven.. " (from  the oath o f obligation, Master M ason/Third Degree)

(5) “... In w illfu l vio lation whereof may I incur the tearful penalty o f having m y eyeballs 
pierced to  the center with a three-edged blade, m y feet flayed and I  be forced to walk the 
hot sands upon the sterile  shores o f the Red Sea u n til the flam ing Sun sha ll strike me with 
a liv id  plague, and may Allah, the god o f Arab. M oslem  and Mohammedan, the god o f 
our fathers support me to  the entire fu lfillm en t o f the same ’  (from  the oath o f obligation, 
Ancient Arabic Order o f Nobles o f the M ystic Shrine  of  Shriners '))

b. CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE
A Christian is enjoined not to take oaths at a ll, especially oaths of mayhem and mur-

der It is particularly offensive to God for a Christian to take such an oath, swearing 
on the pagan Koran, calling upon Allah to sustain and make possible his faithfulness 
to the terrible oath, confessing Allah is “the god of our fathers. " A Christian (or Jew) 
is not even to speak the name of a pagan god in a way that expresses respect or honor

( 1 )  "Thou Shalt not k ill (do no m urder) ’  (Ex 2 0 1 3 )
(2) ‘But I say unto you. swear no t a t a ll but le t your com m unications be. Yea Yea. Nay. Nay; 

tor whatsoever is more than these cometh o f ev il ’  (M att 53 4 -37 )
(3) "But above a ll things, m y brethren, swear not. neither by  heaven, neither by the earth, 

neither by any other oath bu t le t your yea be yea, and your nay, nay, lest ye fa ll in to  
condem nation'  (Jas 5 1 2 )

(4) “ . and make no m ention o f the name o f other gods, neither le t it  be heard out o f thy 
mouth ‘  (Ex 2 3 1 3 )

11.  SEEKING AND FINDING
a. MASONIC DOCTRINE

Masonry is a never-ending search for “ light, " always promised but never quite
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realized.
( 1)  "It is  one o f the m ost beautiful, bu t at the same tim e one o f the m ost abstruse doctrines 

o f the science o f M asonic sym bolism  that the Mason is  ever to  be in  search o f truth, but 
is  never to  fin d  it  ‘ (A lbert Mackey. 'M anual o f the Lodge, 'p  93; Daniel Sickles, "Ahimon 
Rezon o r Freemason's Guide,  "  p. 169)

(2) “You have reached the m ountain peak o f M asonic instruction, a peak covered with mist, 
which YOU in  search fo r further lig h t can penetrate on ly by your own efforts. '  (Lecture 
o f the 32nd Degree, fin a l earned degree. Scottish Rite)

b. CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE
If we sincerely seek truth (ligh t) in Jesus, who declared Himself to be truth and light, 

we are promised that we w ill find it. Jesus is the beginning and the ending of our 
search. Coming unto Him we find life, meaning and understanding, for all that we need 
and desire, He provides. We are guaranteed, by God who cannot I ie, that if we call upon 
Him we w ill not be disappointed or ashamed.

(1) 'A nd I  say unto you... seek and ye sha ll fin d ; ’ (Lk. 11: 9)
(2) “. . .  h e  tha t seeketh finde th ; " (Lk. 1 1 : 10)
(3 )  "... h im  that cometh to  me (Jesus) I  w ill in  no wise cast ou t. ’  (Jn. 6: 37)
(4) "For C hrist is  the end (fu lfillm en t) o f the law fo r righteousness to everyone that 

believeth ’  (Rom. 10: 4)
(5) “... whosoever believeth on Him  (Jesus) sha ll not be ashamed (o r disappointed): (Rom. 

10:  11)

12.  EXCLUSIVENESS
a.  MASONIC DOCTRINE

The “ light" of Freemasonry, its “secrets" and its pathway to “perfection" are only 
for the elite few initiated into its knowledge and wisdom Excluded are women, Ne-
gros, the poor (who haven’t the money with which to pay), the cripples, blind and deaf 
who can’t perform the recognition signs (or see and hear them), and the feeble-
minded who can't receive the teachings or be trusted to protect them. Al I such people, 
including the wives, the daughters and some of the sons of Masons, are considered 
“profane" (unclean, unworthy) and can never be anything else. No references are 
required here for it is common knowledge and all of the above confirms and 
establishes it.

b.  CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE
The life, knowledge, wisdom and freedom offered by God in Jesus are for 

“whosoever w ill” ; anyone can come to Him and receive these priceless blessings, 
free, just by asking. Everyone who asks, sincerely, receives; none is turned away and
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none is disappointed or ashamed. God is not w illing  that anyone should perish, but 
wants all to come to Him and receive the life that He alone can give.

(1 )  ’ The Lord is. not w illin g  that any should perish bu t that a ll should come to repentence 
(II Pet 3 9 )

(2) "Come unto me a ll ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I w ill give you rest Take my 
yoke upon you and learn o f me; fo r I am meek and low ly o f heart and ye sha ll fin d  rest 
unto your s o u ls " (Matt. 1 1 2 8 . 29)

(3) "And le t him  that is  a th irst come And whosoever w ill, le t him  take the  water o f life  fre e ly " 
(Rev 2 2 17 )
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APPENDIX B: 

Masonic 
sym bolis m

1 . THE ULTIMATE DECEPTION
Masonry is, according to its own philosophers, a system of pure religion expressed 

in symbols, one which cannot be understood without a knowledge of the true meaning 
of them. This makes a proper understanding of those symbols terribly important. For 
the Christian Mason, accepting and guarding those symbols and their “secrets" with 
his physical life at stake, he must understand them to know that he is doing right.

For the many zealous Masons, trusting their obedience to their obligations to gain 
them entrance into that “Celestial Lodge Above, " those for whom “the Lodge is a good 
enough relig ion, " the correct understanding of these symbols is the key (they believe) 
to their eternal destiny. They are trusting in the teachings of the Lodge concerning 
these symbols with their eternal redemption, or damnation, at stake.

Herein lies the most terrible manifestation of Masonic morality, that philosophy of 
the elite, which makes whatever they do “right" because it is they (the elite) who do 
it. Having established and taught the sincere but deceived masses of Masons (the 
Blue Lodge Masons) that everything depends upon their proper understanding of the 
symbols of Masonry, they have then deliberately deceived them as to the true meaning 
of those symbols. Hear the arrogant words of Albert Pike, Supreme Pontiff of 
Universal Freemasonry, that preeminent Masonic authority: “The Blue Degrees are 
but the court or portico (porch) of the Temple. Part of the symbols are displayed there 
to the initiate, but he is intentionally m is-led by false interpretations. It is not intended 
that he shall understand them; but it is intended that he shall imagine that he 
understands them... their true explication (explanation and understanding) is re-
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served for the Adepts, the Princes of Masonry (those of the 32nd and 33rd Degrees). " 
(Morals and Dogma, page 819).

2 . THE FOUNDATION OF MASONIC 
SYMBOLISM: PHALLIC WORSHIP

Since the true meaning of Masonic symbols (and, thus, the true meaning of 
Masonry itself) is to be known only by the Prince Adepts of Masonry, we must hear 
what they say concerning them. They (Albert Pike, Albert Mackey, J. D Buck, Daniel 
Sickles and others) teach us that Masonry is but a revival of the Ancient Mysteries (the 
mystery religions of Babylon, Egypt, Persia, Rome and Greece).

These ancient religions had two meanings, or interpretations One was the 
apparent (exoteric) meaning, known to the uninitiated, ignorant masses; the other 
(esoteric) meaning was the true meaning, entirely different, known only to a small, 
elite group, initiated into their secrets and secret rituals of worship. These mystery 
religions were forms of nature-worship, more specifically and most commonly the 
worship of the Sun as source and giver of life to the Earth Since ancient times, this 
worship of the Sun (and of the Moon, stars and of nature in general) has been sexual 
in its outworkings and rituals. Since the Sun’s rays, penetrating the Earth and bringing 
about new life, have been central to such worship, the phallus, the male “generative 
principle, " has been worshipped as representing the Sun's rays In this way, the 
phallus has been worshipped and the rituals climaxed with sexual union in the 
mystery religions of Isis and Osiris. Tammuz, Baal, e tc . 11n summary, then, since the 
Ancient Mysteries (especially those of Egypt) are in fact the “Old Religion" of which 
Freemasonry is a revival, the symbols of Masonry should be expected to be phallic 
in true meaning. This, in very fact, is the case. A thorough treatment of this unpleasant 
reality is beyond the scope of this brief summary, however, some examples, with 
references to the Masonic authorities, w ill suffice to illustrate this astonishing fact.

a. THE SQUARE AND COMPASS
Blue Lodge Masons are taught that the Square is to remind them that they must 

be “square" in their dealings with all men, i. e. to be honest. The Compass, they are 
taught, is to teach them to "circumscribe their passions, " i. e to control their desires 
and to be temperate. The real meaning of these "great lights, " however, is sexual. The 
Square represents the female (passive) generative principle, the earth, and the baser, 
sensual nature; and the Compass represents the male (active) generative principle, 
the sun/heavens, and the higher, spiritual nature The Compass, arranged above the
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Square, symbolizes the (male) Sun, impregnating the passive (female) Earth with its 
life-producing rays. The true meanings, then are two-fold: the earthly (human) 
representations are of the man and his phallus, and the woman with her receptive eteis 
(vagina). The cosmic meaning is that of the active Sun (deity, the Sun-god) from 
above, imparting life into the passive Earth, (deity, the earth/fertility goddess) below 
and producing new life . 2

b. THE LETTER “G”
The Blue Lodge Mason is taught that the “6 ” in the basic Masonic symbol 

represents God. Later on, he is told that it also represents “deity." Later stiII, he is told 
that it represents “geometry. " In reality, this letter represents the “generative prin-
ciple, ” the Sun-god and, thus, the worshipped phallus, the male “generative prin-
ciple... '  In its position (along with the Square and Compass) on the east wall over the 
chair (throne) of the Worshipful Master, it is the representation of the Sun, thus of the 
Sun-god, Osiris. Its earthly meaning, then, is of the sacred phallus; its cosmic 
meaning is of the Sun, worshipped since antiquity by pagans while facing the East. 
(See c, below).

C. THE “G” AND THE “YOD”
The English letter “G” in Masonic symbolism is inseparable from, and identical 

with, the Hebrew letter “YOD. " This “YOD“ is the symbol on the Scottish Rite ring. 
‘ YOD’  represents deity in general (its cosmic meaning), and the worshipped phallus 
in particular (its earthly meaning) Albert Pike wrote that the “G“ displayed in English 
speaking lodges is merely a corruption of the “YOD" (with which it should be 
replaced), and that “the mysterious YOD of the Kabalah" is the “ image of the Kabalistic 
Phallus."3 The “Kabalah" he refers to here is a medieval book of the occult, a highly 
mystical and magical interpretation of the Bible, 4 and important sourcebook for 
sorcerers and magicians. 5

d.  THE POINT WITHIN A CIRCLE
The Masons of the Blue Lodge are taught that the Point within a Circle represents 

the individual Mason (the Point), contained and restricted by the boundary line of his 
duty (the Circle). Its real meaning, however, is that of the phallus, positioned within 
the female generative principle (sex organ) in sexual union, the climactic act of Sun- 
god worship. 6

Dr Albert Mackey, already quoted herein, also writes in his classic work “Symbol-
ism of Freemasonry, " page 352, "Phallus, a representation of the virile member, 
which was venerated as a religious sym bol... It was one of the modifications of sun
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worship, and was a symbol of the fecundating power of that luminary. The Masonic 
point within a circle is undoubtedly of phallic origin. "

The cosmic meaning of this symbol is that of the Sun, surrounded by the Universe; 
on the following page (353) he writes, “Point within a circle It is derived from Sun- 
worship, and is in reality of phallic origin In his “Manual of the Lodge. " page 156, 
Mackey writes, “The point within a circle is an interesting and important symbol in 
Freemasonry, but it has been debased in the interpretation of it in the modern lectures 
and the sooner that interpretation is forgotten by the Masonic student, the better it w ill 
be The symbol is really a beautiful but somewhat abstruse allusion to the old Sun- 
worship, and introduces us for for the first time to that modification of it, known among 
the ancients as the worship of the pha llus"

e.  THE VERTICAL LINES
The two vertical lines touching the sides of the circle are represented to the Blue 

Lodge Mason as “the Holy Saints John. " By this is meant John the Baptist and John 
the Apostle In reality, the two vertical lines represent the Summer and Winter 
Solstices, the shortest and longest nights of the year, respectively These nights are, 
and have been since antiquity, important periods for pagan worship.

Concerning these two lines, Albert Mackey has written ( “Symbolism of Freema-
sonry, '  page 352), “The lines touching the circle in the symbol of the point w ithin a 
circle are said to represent St. John the Baptist and St John the Evangelist, but they 
really refer to the solstitial points. Cancer and Capricorn, in the Zodiac. "

f.  THE BIBLE
The Bible, only one of the "Three Great Lights" of Masonry (along with the Square 

and Compass), is represented to Blue Lodge Masons as symbolizing truth. In reality, 
the Bible may be replaced with the Koran, the Book of the Law, the Hindu scriptures 
or any other “holy book, " depending on the preferences of the men in the Lodge. In 
most American Lodges, the members are told that all the Masonic system and its 
rituals are “based on the Bible. " Such, however, is not the case. In Chase’s "Digest 
of Masonic Law, " pages 207-209, it is clearly written that “Masonry has nothing 
whatever to do with the Bible, " and that "it is not founded upon the Bible, for if it were 
it would not be Masonry, it would be something else. "

Albert Pike, in writing on the subject of Masonry’s source-book said, “Masonry is 
a search after light. That search leads us directly back, as you see, to the Kabalah. ” 
(Morals and Dogma, page 741) The Kabalah, then, seems to be the actual sourcebook 
of Masonry and the Bible merely (as it is spoken of in the ritual) a piece of the 
“furniture" of the Lodge
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NOTE: For more information concerning Masonic symbols and their true mean-
ings, see McQ uaig. CF., “The Masonic Report, "Answer Books and Tapes, Norcross, 
GA 1976; Storms, E. M., “Should a Christian Be a Mason?, '  New Puritan Library, 
Fletcher, N C  1980; and Mackey, Albert G., “Symbolism of Freemasonry, " Charles T. 
Powner Co, Chicago 1975.

Footnotes
'  *Phallus: a representation o f the v irile  member (male sex organ) which was venerated as 

a relig ious sym bol very un iversa lly. by the ancients It was one o f the m odifications o f Sun- 
worship. and was a sym bol o f the fecundating (impregnating) power o f that lum inary The 
Masonic po in t w ith in a circ le  is  undoubtedly o f pha llic  o rig in . '  (Mackey. A lbert G., “Sym bol-
ism  o f Freemasonry. ’  pg  352)

2Pike. Albert. “M orals and Dogma. " pgs 11 . 6 3 9 , 85 0 . 851.
3Pike. Albert, “M orals and Dogma, 'p g s . 5. 757, 758. 771. 772 
4 “Cabala (Kabalah) is  a medieval and modern system o f theosophy, m ysticism , and  

thaumatology (magic), “Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary, "p g  53  
5Baskin, Wade, “The Sorcerer’s  Handbook. " New York. Philosophical Library, 1974 
6 “These two divin ities, were com m only sym bolized by the generative parts o f man and  

woman, the Phallus and Cleis (vagina), emblems o f generation and production, and which, 
as such, appeared in  the Mysteries. The Indian Lingam was the union o f both, as were the Boat 
and Mast, and the Point w ith in  the Circle... Pike. Albert, “Morals and Dogma, "p g  401



APPENDIX C: 

Masonic 
m o r a lity

1.  UNDERLYING ATTITUDES AND ASSUMPTIONS
There is, underlying all Masonic thinking and writing, an attitude and spirit of 

elitism which says, “Masonry is not for everyone, just for the select few. " At the same 
time Masonry teaches it is the only true religion and that all other religions are but 
corrupted and perverted forms of Masonry. This is both elitist and contradictory, in that 
it leaves no hope for the non-elite to find the "true religion. " Freemasonry proudly 
proclaims it makes good men better; but this makes no provision for bad men to 
become good.

a. NO ROOM IN THE LODGE FOR THE BUND, CRIPPLED, POOR, 
ETC.

It is significant, I think, that those whom Masonry rejects and excludes are the very 
ones Jesus sought out to accept and minister to.

The Lodge excludes and rejects the blind, for they cannot see to engage in the signs 
and due-guards; it rejects the crippled and maimed, for they cannot assume the body 
positions necessary fo r  the s igns and due-guards The deaf are excluded because they 
cannot hear the “secret" words The poor are excluded, for they cannot pay the fees 
and dues The feeble-minded are rejected because they cannot learn and function in 
the Lodge The emotionally ill are rejected because they cannot be trusted with the 
“secrets. " Negroes and women are excluded simply because they are considered 
unsuitable.

Jesus, on the other hand, proclaims that His gift of redemption is for “whosoever 
w ill, " and that all may "take the water of life freely” (Rev. 22; 17). He especially reached 
out to the blind, the crippled, the feeble-minded and mentally ill. the poor and the 
unwanted —  the very ones Masonry excludes and rejects
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b.  EVEN WITHIN THE LODGE THE ELITE SPIRIT RULES.
Even within Masonry the spirit of elitism, the principle of the superiority of the 

‘ chosen few, ” prevails Those Blue Lodge Masons who lack the money cannot pursue 
the higher degrees and the Shrine. And, even for those who can afford the higher 
degrees and the Shrine, there are offices and positions closed to some who haven’t 
the wealth, nice home or social position required

c.  IT CAN BE “RIGHT” IN MASONIC MORALITY TO DECEIVE 
SINCERE MASONS.

The deadly danger of this elitist attitude ( in any organization or society) is that 
whatever the elite leadership decides is “ right" is then right, regardless of external 
moral considerations A significant case in point is the fact that the “ordinary" Masons 
of the Blue Lodge are deliberately deceived by the Masonic philosophers and writers 
of doctrine into believing they understand the meaning of Masonic symbols and 
rituals when they do not.

The masses of “ordinary" (Blue Lodge) Masons who pay the dues and work faith-
ful ly to make the entire system possible are deliberately deceived as to the true nature 
of what they are saying and doing. But this deliberate deception becomes “right" in 
Masonic morality, simply because the elite leadership decides that it is right. For 
documentation of this profound deception, see Appendix B. "Masonic Symbolism. "

2.  SPECIFIC EXAMPLES OF MASONIC MORALITY
So much of the morality expressed in Masonic teachings, particularly the oaths of 

obligation, sound good on the surface but do not stand up under casual scrutiny. Most 
Masons really believe they are binding themselves to moral standards of behavior. 
But this is because they have never really thought about what they have said. Their 
basic assumption that it is  al l  good" closes their eyes to the reality Although volumes 
could be written concerning the flawed morality of Masonry, for the purposes of this 
brief summary a few examples wiII suffice. The following are selected examples of the 
moral standards of Masonry, compared with the teachings of the Bible

a. FORNICATION AND ADULTERY
The Master Mason swears not to “violate the chastity" of the mother, wife, sister 

or daughter of another Master Mason, "knowing her to be such. " This may sound 
good superficially, but it permits intercourse with anyone else’s mother, wife, sister 
or daughter (even Masons of the First and Second Degrees), and permits intercourse 
with those of a Master Mason as long as one isn’t aware of their Masonic relationship. 
It could even permit such illic it intercourse with female relatives of a Master Mason, 
knowingly, if they are not chaste and, therefore, have no chastity to be violated. The
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Bible, on the other hand, is very clear concerning the matter. We are told to flee forni-
cation, and are forbidden to commit adultery (Ex 2014 ; Acts 15: 20; I Cor 6: 18 et al).

b.  CHEATING, WRONGING, DEFRAUDING
The Master Mason swears not to “cheat, wrong or defraud" another Master Mason 

ora Lodge of Master Masons, “ I knowing them to be such. ” This may seem like lofty 
morals to the casual observer, but it w ill not bear scrutiny. This promise permits the 
cheating, wronging or defrauding of anyone not a Master Mason, or an organization 
other than a Lodge of Master Masons, and even they may be cheated, wronged or 
defrauded if the Mason doing it doesn’t realize who or what they are.

The Bible is likewise very clear concerning this class of behavior, stating plainly 
that we must not cheat, wrong or defraud anyone at any time (Ex 2015; Lev. 19: 13, 
35, Prov. 11: 1, Eph. 4. 28; et al).

c.  LYING AND PERJURING
The Mason swears to keep the secrets of another Mason, protecting him even if it 

requires withholding evidence of a crime In some degrees treason and murder are ex
cepted; in other, higher degrees, there are no exceptions to this promise to cover up 
the truth. The obligations, i f  the  M asonic teachings are believed, may require a  Mason 
to give false testimony, perjure himself or (in the case of a judge) render a  false verdict 
in order to protect another Mason Again, the Bible is quite clear in teaching that we 
must never lie or bear false witness, and states that liars w ill have their part in the Lake 
of Fire (Ex 2016, Prov 1 9 5 ,  9. Eph. 415 ; Rev. 21: 8, e t  al).

d.  HELPING OTHERS
The Master Mason swears to assist widows, orphans and others in need of help, 

so long as it is not inconvenient or sacrificial for him to do so ( “so far as my abilities 
permit without material injury to myself” ). He also swears to go to the aid of another 
Master Mason who gives the “Grand Hailing Sign of Distress, " that most extreme call 
for help, given on ly  when life is threatened However, he agrees to help that distressed 
brother Master Mason only if he can do it without unduly risking his own life (“only 
if there is a greater probability of saving the other's life than of losing my own”). Given 
the wrong circumstances here, the Master Mason would apparently allow the other 
Master Mason to die, to say nothing of one in peril who is not a Master Mason. The 
most casual student of the Bible and its teachings knows that it teaches us to give to 
those in need, whether or not it is easy, and that we are to consider others’ needs, 
comfort, lives, etc. more important than our own (Prov. 3: 27; Matt 25: 31-46; John 
15: 1 2 , 13; Jas 2 : 1 5 , 1 6 ; e t  al).

NOTE: Fora more thorough study of Masonic morality and its flaws, see McQuaig, 
C. F., ‘The Masonic Report, ” Answer Books and Tapes, Norcross, GA, 1976
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APPENDIX D

The Legend of Hiram Abiff
( T h e  E g y p t i a n  c o n n e c t i o n )

The heart of Freemasonry is the Blue Lodge with its three degrees. The climactic 
degree (and the final one for most Masons) in the Blue Lodge is the Third, or Master 
Mason Degree. The heart of the Master Mason Degree, the thing that gives it both 
meaning and substance, is without any doubt the reenactment of the Legend of Hiram 
Abiff. It is this central figure in the legend, this Hiram “The Widow's Son, " the “Tyrian 
Architect, " this “First Grand Master" who is impersonated by every man who is 
initiated as a Master Mason It is Hiram who is at the very heart of the foundation of 
all of Masonry His true identity and nature become, then, matters of extreme 
significance. Just who —  and what —  was this man, Hiram Abiff?

1 .  T H E  M A S O N IC  T R A D IT IO N

According to the Masonic legend. Hiram Abiff was a man of Tyre, the son of a 
widow, and the chief architect of the Temple built by King Solomon. He was the central 
character in the build ing of the Temple and one of three leading characters along with 
King Solomon and Hiram, King of Tyre. Hiram Abiff, Masonry teaches, was the only 
one on Earth who knew the "secrets of a Master Mason. " including the most important 
secret of all, the "Grand Masonic Word, " the name of God (the "ineffable name"). 
Since, in occult lore, knowing the name of a spirit is a key to having its power, there 
was very great power in knowing this word. Knowing the other "secrets of a Master 
Mason" would enable the masons/workmen working on the Temple project to go out 
on their own, working as Master Masons and earning “Master Mason's wages. "

This Hiram had promised to reveal the “secrets of a Master Mason, " including the 
name of God (“Grand Masonic Word"), upon completion of the Temple, and to make 
the workmen Master Masons, able then to go out on their own as masters (they were, 
as yet, only f ellowcraft" Masons) One day Hiram went, as was his custom, into the



151

unfinished Holy of Holies at noon ("High Twelve") to worship and to draw up the work 
plans (on his "trestleboard") for the workmen to follow the next day. The workmen 
were outside the Temple for their lunch break ("... the craft were called from labor to 
refreshment... ").

As Hiram was leaving the Temple he was accosted by three "ruffians, " in succes-
sion, who demanded that they be given the secrets immediately (without waiting for 
the Temple to be completed). He was handled roughly by the first ruffian (Jubela). but 
escaped Accosted and handled roughly by the second ruffian (Jubelo), he again 
refused to divulge the secrets and again escaped. The third ruffian (Jubelum) then 
accosted him and, when Hiram again refused to divulge the secrets, killed him with 
a blow to the forehead with a setting maul The body was hastily concealed under some 
rubbish in the Temple until midnight ("low twelve") when it was taken out to the brow 
of a hill and buried. The grave was marked by a branch of Acacia (an evergreen tree 
common in the Middle East), and the three ruffians attempted to escape the country. 
Denied passage on a ship out of the country, they retreated into the h ills  to hide. 
Meanwhile, back at the Temple, it was noticed that Hiram was missing and King 
Solomon was notified Solomon immediately ordered a search in and about the 
Temple with no success. At this point 12 "fellowcrafts" reported to the King that they 
and three others (the three "ruff ians“) had conspired to extort the secrets of Hi ram Abiff 
but they had repented and refused to go through with the murderous plan. They 
reported that it was those other three who had murdered Grand Master Hiram and 
King Solomon then sent them out in groups of three to search in all directions.

After questioning the sea captain who had refused the murderers passage, three of 
the searchers then followed the murderers’ path and discovered the grave with its 
Acacia at the head. Digging down and recognizing the body, they reported back to 
Solomon. Solomon sent them back to locate the grave, positively identify the body as 
Hiram and to attempt to raise it from the grave with the grip of an Entered Apprentice. 
They relocated the grave but were unable to raise the body because decomposition 
had caused the flesh to leave the bone.

Reporting back to Solomon, they were told to return to the grave and attempt to raise 
the body with the grip of a Fellowcraft. When this failed because the skin slipped away, 
they reported back to Solomon who, himself, went to the grave and raised the body 
up with the grip of a Master Mason, the “Strong Grip of a Lions Paw. " Hiram was not 
only brought up out of the grave, but restored to life. The first word he spoke was the 
replacement for the "Grand Masonic Word' lost at his death and that word is the one 
passed down to Master Masons to this day. 1 This, then, is the Masonic legend of 
Hiram Abiff, and most Blue Lodge Masons believe that it is a factual, scriptural and
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historical account. It is generally believed, in spite of the fact that the Masonic 
authorities and writers of doctrine agree that it is not only a myth, unsupported by 
facts, but acknowledge that it is but a retelling of the legend of Isis and Osiris.

2 .   T H E  B I B L E  R E C O R D

Does the Bible record such a person as Hiram Abiff? Definitely not, although part 
of his identity is taken from the Bible. The Scriptures record two men named Hiram 
concerning the build ing of the Temple by King Solomon; one is Hiram, King of Tyre, 
who was supportive of Solomon and who provided materials and workmen for the 
project. The other Hiram, called “a widow’s son of the tribe of Naphtali," was a worker 
in brass, not the architect of the entire Temple. He made the brass pillars, the brass 
sea with its 12 oxen to support it, 10 bases of brass with brass bowls, and all the brass 
lavers, shovels and basins. The Scriptures record that this Hiram, the widow's son, 
completed all the work that he had come to do on the Temple. Presumably, he then 
returned to his home in Tyre, safe and sound (there is no indication in the Bible of 
anything to the contrary). 2 Concerning the Masonic claim that Hiram, the widow’s 
son, was chief architect of the Temple, the Bible is clear in establishing that he was 
no such thing. The Bible reveals that God, Himself, was the designer and architect of 
the Temple, that He gave the plans in minute detail to David and that David gave them 
to Solom on, 3 along with most of the materials. To claim that anyone but God was the 
Chief Architect of the Temple is unfounded and, I believe, blasphemous.

3 .   T H E  E G Y P T I A N  C O N N E C T IO N

It is the consensus of opinion among Masonic authorities, philosophers and 
writers of doctrine that the legend of Hiram Abiff is merely the Masonic version of a 
much older legend, that of Isis and Osiris, basis of the Egyptian Mysteries. The 
following is a brief summary of that legend, and a comparison with the Masonic 
legend of Hiram Abiff. This comparison is supported, beyond doubt, by the conclu-
sions of the Masonic authorities.
a. THE LEGEND OF ISIS AND OSIRIS

Osiris, both King of the Egyptians and their god, went on a journey to bless 
neighboring nations with his knowledge of arts and sciences. His jealous brother, 
Typhon (god of Winter) conspired to murder him, steal his kingdom and did so. Isis, 
sister and wife of Osiris and his queen (as well as Egypt’s M oon- goddess) set out on 
a search for the body, making inquiries of all she met.

After certain adventures, she found the body with an Acacia tree at the head of the 
coffin. Returning home, she secretly buried the body, intending to give it a proper
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burial as soon as arrangements were made Typhon, by treachery, stole the body, cut 
it up into 14 pieces and hid them in as many places. Isis then made a second search 
and located all the pieces but one; the one missing and lost part was the phallus.

She made a substitute phallus, consecrated it, and it became a sacred substitute, 
an object of worship.

This, in extremely abbreviated form, is the Egyptian legend of Isis and Osiris. It is, 
without doubt, the basis for the Masonic legend of Hiram Abiff. To support this "Egyp-
tian connection, ” let’s consider two things: a brief comparison of key elements in both 
stories and the conclusions of the Masonic authorities in Masonic source-writings.

b.  A BRIEF COMPARISON OF THE LEGENDS OF HIRAM ABIFF 
AND OSIRIS

The fundamental similarity between the two stories may be seen in many respects; 
the following are some of the most important:

(1) Both men went to foreign lands to  share the ir knowledge o f arts and sciences.
(2) In  both legends there is a precious thing possessed: Hiram has the secret word; Osiris 

has the kingdom.
(3 ) In both legends there is a wicked conspiracy by ev il men to  seize the precious thing.
(4) In both legends there is  a struggle and a murder o f the virtuous leader
(5) Both are murdered by their brothers (O siris by Typhon, Hiram by Jubelum, h is brother 

Mason).
(6) Both bodies are buried hastily, w ith the intention o f a later, deliberate burial.
(7) Locations o f the bodies are both marked by Acacia at the head.
(8) In  both legends there are two separate searches fo r the bodies.
(9) In both legends there is a loss o f something precious: in  Hiram  is death the secret word 

is  lost; in  O siris’  death the phallus is  lost.
(10) In  both there is  a substitution fo r the precious th ing that has been lost, concerning  

Hiram it is  the substitute tor the secret word; concerning Osiris it  is  the substitute phallus, 
made by Isis.

c.  CONCLUSIONS OF THE MASONIC AUTHORITIES
A few statements from the most authoritative Masonic writers wiII suffice to express 

the doctrinal consensus:
(1) “The legend and traditions o f Hiram A b iff form the consummation o f the connecting lin k  

between Freemasonry and the Ancient M ysteries. " (Pierson, "Traditions o f Freema-
sonry, "page 159)

(2) “We readily recognize in  Hiram A b iff the Osiris o f the Egyptians... ’’ (Pierson, page 240)
(3 ) 1O siris and the Tyrian Architect (Hiram Abiff) are one and the sam e '  (Sickles. Daniel, 

‘Freemason's Guide, "page 236)
(4) ‘ That part o f the rite  (Master Mason in itia tion) which is connected w ith the legend o f the 

Tyrian A rtist (Hiram Abiff) . .. should be studied as a m yth and not as a fact.. outside o f
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Masonic tradition there is  no p roo f that an event such as is related in  connection with the 
“ Temple B uilder" ever transpired and. besides, the ceremony is  older by more than a 
thousand years than the age o f S olom on... It is  thoroughly E gyptian" (Sickles, Daniel, 
“The Ahiman Rezon, 'page  195)

(5) It (the Legend o f Hiram A biff) is  thoroughly Egyptian, and is closely a llied  to the Supreme 
Rite (highest degree) o f the Isianic Mysteries (M ystery re lig ion o f Isis and O s iris )" 
(Mackey, Albert, le x ic o n  o f Freemasonry. " page 195)

CONCLUSION
Thus, it seems clear, the Hiram Abiff of Freemasonry is no t an historical character 

and certainly not a biblical one. Rather, he actually represents Osiris, the Egyptian 
Sun-god; and the reenactment of the Legend of Hiram Abiff is actually the reenactment 
of the legend of Isis and Osiris.

Thus, each sincere man who is initiated into the Third (Master Mason) 
Degree of Masonry impersonates Osiris, the  Sun-god of Egypt, and enters into his life 
of good deeds, his death, his burial and is “raised” in his resurrection from the dead 
With this understood, it is then easy to understand the statement in the Kentucky 
Monitor (handbook for all Blue Lodge Masonry in the Grand Lodge of Kentucky) that, 
while the Christian’s Messiah is called Jesus, the Mason’s Messiah is called Hiram 
(Kentucky Monitor, “The Spirit of Masonry, " xv).

Footnotes
11t puzzles me that no one has questioned the necessity fo r a  "substitute*  for the los t Grand 

Masonic Word. If i t  was los t a t the death o f Hiram because only he knew it, then why, when Hiram  
was raised back to life, d idn 't Solomon ju s t ask him  what the  real, o rig ina l one was? A ll Solomon 
needed to do was to say som ething like. "H iram ... praise the Lord that you are no longer dead! 
Now, what was that word a ll th is fuss has been about? '

2 1 Kings 7 : 13-47
3 1 Chron 17: 1-15; 2 2 : 11-29: 9  (especially 2 8 : 19)



Appendix EThe 32nd degree lecture
As the Masonic candidate comes into the Lodge tor the first time he is told that he 

w ill be brought to the light. Then he is told that he has made a beginning toward the 
light but has not yet arrived. In the Second Degree light is again sought but not quite 
attained He receives “additional light" but, again, it is only partial fulfillment. Then, 
in the Third (Master Mason) Degree, he is supposedly brought to final fulfillment. 
Again, he only receives “more light. " Even in this climactic degree of the Master 
Mason where he goes through the death, burial and resurrection of Osiris the Sun- 
god, he is not fu lly enlightened He has been given more teaching about the mysteries 
and their symbols, relating to the meaning of life, death and eternity. The "true light" 
of understanding and intellectual rebirth is still beyond his grasp... it is still up there 
somewhere, higher up the mountain and farther out ahead.

Then he is led to believe that the light —  the real enlightenment —  is to be found 
i n the "higher degrees" In each one of these degrees beyond the Blue Lodge the seeker 
expects to finally reach and obtain the light. However, like the carrot on the stick, 
always out before the reluctant donkey to draw him onward, it remains, each time, 
beyond his reach. “Next time you'll reach it, " the system infers each time, but the light 
still remains out of reach. Each time, in every higher degree, the seeking candidate 
doesn't quite get there. But there is always the next degree “Surely, " the candidate 
reasons, "... surely I w ill reach the light in the next degree" But he is disappointed each 
time.

Then comes the final degree, that terminal earned degree, the 32nd Degree This 
is the top of the mountain, final fulfillment! From the very top of the Masonic Mountain 
one can surely see all things clearly. At the top of the mountain there should be pure 
air, full light and nothing hid! It has been a long and expensive climb, one that not 
everyone makes. At least the light w ill be reached there 'After all, that is the ultimate 
goal —  the end of the line —  and you can’t go any higher than the top'
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Alas, It is not to be. The candidate receiving the 32nd Degree is told that he has still 
not reached the light. He is told that he has, indeed, reached the top of the mountain, 
but that the mountaintop is covered with clouds and mists. The light is still 
obscured, s till “out there somewhere" beyond him.

“Sorry, brother, " the candidate is told in effect, “you will just have to press on and 
find the light for yourself. " Here at the pinnacle of the earned degrees of Freemasonry 
the candidate is given his final teaching, the very last revelation in his quest for the 
light. Here is that lecture, verbatim, exactly as it is given to the candidates, just as Jim 
Shaw gave it so many times. Let’s allow it to speak for itself.

THE LECTURE OF THE 32ND DEGREE
“You are here to learn, if you can learn, and to remember what you have been taught. 

In the Scottish Rite you w ill be taught that our ancient ancestors who knew all the 
Mysteries left enough traces so that we today with diligent labor and teaching may 
renew them and bring them to light for your enlightenment. We now come to the great 
symbol of Pythagoras. Our symbols have descended to us from the Aryans, and many 
were invented by Pythagoras, who studied in Egypt and Babylon. In order to preserve 
the great truths learned from the profane, there were invented some of our symbols 
that represent the profoundest of truths descended to us from our white ancestors. 
Many have been lost, lost as was the true word at the death of our Grand Master Hiram 
Abiff.

“The ancient Masters invented some of these symbol s to express the result of deity. 
They did not attempt to name him, but rather tried to express their reverence by 
describing him as Ahura-Mazda, sp irit of light. They conceived the idea that Ahura 
had seven potencies or emanations, four of these they thought of as Male and three 
Female. The four male potencies of Ahura by which he governed the universe were: 
the divine might, the divine wisdom; the divine word; and the divine sovereignty. The 
three female potencies were: productiveness; health; and vitality.

"Look to the East, my brothers... and behold the seven-pointed star, the great 
symbol of this degree, with the seven colors of the rainbow. The seven colors and 
seven points represent the seven potencies of Ahura.

“Observe now the great Delta of Pythagoras consisting of 36 lights arranged in 
eight rows to form an equilateral triangle. The light at the apex of the Delta represents 
Ahura-Mazda, source of all light. This represents the seven remaining potencies of 
Ahura.

“The right angle triangle of three lights around the altar represents the famous 47th 
proposition of Euclid, or the Pythagorian theorum, which is used to conceal and reveal 
philosophical truths. The real significance of the cross is that of Ahura and his four
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male emanations, emanating from him. The four animals of the prophet Ezekiel 
represent these same four male emanations: Man, the divine word; the Eagle, divine 
wisdom; the Bull, divine might; and the Lion, divine sovereignty.

“Every equilateral triangle is a symbol of trinity, as are all groups of three in the 
Lodge, as the Sun, the Moon, and the Worshipful Master, in the sacred and mystic 
symbol AUM of the Hindus, whose origin and meaning no one here knows, the great 
trinity of the Aryans was symbolized by the Adepts. Among the Hindus it symbolized 
the supreme god of gods. The Brahmins, because of its awful and sacred meaning, 
hesitated to pronounce it aloud, and when doing so placed a hand in front of the mouth 
to deaden the sound. This triliteral name for god is composed of three Sanscrit letters. 
The first letter A stands for the creator (Brahma); the second letter U for (Vishnu) the 
preserver; the third letter M for (Siva) the destroyer. AUM it is, ineffable, not because 
it cannot be pronounced, but because it is pronounced A -A -A -U -U -U -M -M -M . All 
these things which you can learn by study, concentration, and contemplation, have 
come down to us from our ancient ancestors through Zaranthustra and Pythagoras.

“You have reached the mountain peak of Masonic instruction, a peak covered by 
a mist, which YOU in search for further light can penetrate only by your own efforts. 
Now we hope you w ill study diligently the lessons of all our degrees so that there will 
be nurtured within you a consuming desire to pierce the pure white light of Masonic 
wisdom. And before we let you go, let me give you a hint and that is all that the greatest 
Mystics ever give. The hint is in the Royal Secret, it is there that you may learn to find 
that light. Yes, brothers, the hint is in the Royal Secret. The true word-Man, born of 
a double nature (of what we call Good and what we call Evil; spiritual and earthly; 
mortal and immortal) finds the purpose of his being ONLY WHEN THESE TWO 
NATURES ARE IN PERFECT HARMONY.

“Harmony, my bretheren, Harmony, is the true word and the Royal Secret which 
makes possible the empire of true Masonic Brotherhood! "

AND THAT’S IT !
Well, there it is. This absurd, disarticulated mixture of silly contradiction, pagan 

blasphemy and unfulfilled promise is all they get. They are now “Princes of the Royal 
Secret, " and aren't even sure what the secret is! However, the most significant thing 
about it is, I believe, that the mountaintop they have fin a lly  reached is “a peak covered 
with mist" which they can penetrate only by their own efforts.

Here they are at the final destination, the 32nd Degree, and they find out that it isn't 
the final destination! In fact, they learn that not only must they press on and reach the 
final destination on their own, they don’t even know what that destination is! After
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spending all this money and effort to reach “the Light, " they are told they still are not 
there, that they must search farther and find it on their own And they still don’t really 
know what it is!

And these victimized men, “ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge 
of the truth, " don’t even realize that they are victims. How very sad.

A PRAYER FOR FREEDOM
The effects of involvement in such things as Freemasonry (and its affiliates such 

as Demolay, Rainbow Girls and Eastern Star) can cling to us —  even to the sincere 
Christian —  hindering, lim iting and blinding. The seeds of spiritual confusion, 
having been sown, can put roots down deeply into our lives, bringing ongoing 
trouble. The resulting problems may be obvious and dramatic; or they may be so 
subtle as to be hardly noticed.

Whatever the situation, having once been exposed to th is pagan poison with its 
sugar coating of "goodness, " the remedy is the same “Whosoever shall call on the 
name of the Lord shall be delivered” (Joel 2 32)

God w ill never override ou r w ills  and force us to be free He waits, more than w illing, 
to liberate us when we ask Him. It seems true that if we don’t ask, we w ill go on 
indefinitely, carrying the doubts, fears and other problems that entered our lives 
through the open door of Masonic involvement. God grieves, and we suffer; yet the 
problems remain until we ask Him to free us.

So why not ask? Even if you’re not sure you need to, what is there to lose? Just tell 
the Lord, out loud, that you renounce all involvement in Masonry, its branches and all 
other pagan, occult things, and ask Him to deliver you from all its effects and make 
you truly, fu lly and freely His child by faith in Christ Jesus. If you mean it, He w ill do 
i t — not because you deserve it, but because you need it. God is not legalistic; He is 
infinitely gracious. You have only to ask, and mean it; He w ill do the rest.

If you would like a model prayer to follow, just pray this prayer;

Heavenly Father, I  want tru ly  to be you r child, and I want to be com pletely free. I 
confess that Jesus is  Lord, I believe you raised H im  from  the dead and I confess my 
need o f the new b irth  and freedom He alone can give. I want this. I  renounce 
Freemasonry and a ll its  a ffilia ted  groups, form s and activities, w ith a ll the paganism  
they represent. I  renounce a ll th ings occult and pagan that have touched m y life  d i-
rectly o r come in to  m y life  through m y family. I  renounce it  a ll, turn from  it  and ask 
you to forgive me, free and deliver me from  a ll its  consequences. I ask you to  f i l l  me 
com pletely w ith you r H oly S p irit and lead me in  the way I shou ld  go. I  count th is done, 
and thank you  fo r it, in  the m ighty name o f Jesus C hrist m y Lord. Amen.
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